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ADVERTISEMENT. 



WHO wrote Constance 7 is the utmofi. 
eulogium the auihor expc£ti ; and for 
thU favour, ftiouM it be conferred on her, gratittxle 
inclines her to make all prudent return, b; de- 
claring the inutility of the inquiry. She may con- 
. fidcntly fay it ia a fecrdrifnot to be developed, yet 
thus far the curious (hall be indulged. She is of 
a family who have ferved and been eminently re- 
warded by their country ; in a iituatitHi of life 
which renders folicitode for the morrow not only 
fuperfluous but criminal ; and of a difpofition to 
feek pleafure ia the rece0es of knowledge; the is 
made more confpicuous by her counefUons than by 
her own merit, and may venture to fuppofe that 
did (he -avail herfelf of native advantages, a defire 
to learn whether literary cuilowments are heredi- 
tary would fupply the want of other at iraftivea, 
and procure her the atcention which file has now 
«o right to aft. 
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PREFACE. 



'T^ HAT the faUowiag conipafiiioa was be- 
gua without tbc moll diftant view to k'l pub- 
Ucatlon, that tlie suthor wants experience and 
judgment, aad has not courage to lace ciiticilhif 
would be better reafoat for it't fuppreffiwt than ex- 
cufei for it's defers : fuppreficd it m^ht probably 
hare been, but for the cncoungemeiit o£ a fHcnd, 
who, when a part «( the maoufcript bad been de* 
firofed in defpair of fucceediog in the aocmptt 
itrged a re-commeacement of it, avd kindly fanned 
the almoft cxtinguilhed flame of emulation. 

To uodertake while coafcioui of tnalnlity to por- 
Ibrm, argues prefumption ; but to offer incompe- 
UDcy B« a claim to the extcn&on of »pplMi{k is 
folly : thii w(vk is thenfore fubmiited to the cap- 
dor of its readers without apoiogy; ficce thofc, if 
any fuch can be found, who think it not uodeferr- 
ing of commendation will dcfire none, thofe vrbo 
cenAire it will accept none. 

But there is a fpecici of merit to which it boldly 
^etenda : it boafis a tendency perfe£Uy inoxious ; 
it promuSgates no doctrine that may not be rcc«T- 
ed with adsantage ; it r^refents human life at di- 
vcrliHed with good and ctII; it patronifes no vice ; 
it rewards tIiiuc, and it inculcates a truth, which ' 
it were to be wiflied abler pern would enforce, 
that 
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X PKEFACE. 

that a dominion over our pafliont is in all iotlances 
canducire to our happtnefs; 

Whether icnocencc of defign will be admifted in 
lieu of Ikill, whether it will compenfate for failure 
in the execucioa, remains to be proved. No pro- 
jcfled fchemes will be firuftrated, fiiould it be re- 
je^d ; no ambition will be difappoiDted ; obfcu- 
fity, the faithful friend of timtdtty, will fliietd the 
writer, wfaofe defirei will be abundantly graiified 
if iter labours can rrader Icfs tedious one hour of 
convalefcrace, deCeire the duration of fufpence, or. 
which perhaps is a higher p(«nt than (he can aim. 
at, Ibould they chearone difciple of adrerfity' 
With refpoA to the work itfelf file is awai-e that 
- it has many blemiilhes ; but {be will not pay the 
^Igftdty of her readers fo ill a cojnpliment as to 
pt^nt than out ; nor does flie think it iiecefTary that 
flie flMuld acknswledge to whom flie v Indebted for 
fbme poetical quotationSt the writers from whom 
Ibe has bwrowed them being too well known to 
need naming. 

However flie may have erred, ihe trulb flie is 
exempt from the djflionefty of plagiarifm ; a very 
conSned acquaintance with fimilar compofitions may 
produce likenefs ai well as originality ; but any 
delign of that kind Ihe can with truth difclaim, and 
will only refer fuch as fufped her to the obferva- 
tions of an ingenuous annotator on Spencer, that 
parallelilh often miliaie re/tmhlaneei for thefts. 

To 
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To deny iatended peribaality feeins a neceflkry 
and almofi uniDcaaiDg fonn ; but whether it g'ains 
credit orij difbelieved, an affiirance that there ii 
not a portrait in the work) and that {he would ra- 
ther commit the trhole to the flames than gire a 
, moment'* uncaGoeft to any one, is due to focietj 
in general, and a fatiafa^on to berfelf a« an in- 
dividual. 
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CONSTANCE. 



Ketisbment. 

'T^HE begiiiDiDg of January was ihe time choren 

by Sir Edward and Lady Barbara FitzaKhur, 

for their daughter to fee out on her promifed viCt 

to her aunt, Mrs. Staienell. All tbingi were 

' prepared for ber leaving MarHonbtiry ; fhe rofe 
on the important rnorning with fenfationi of delight, 

- to wluch fhe had hiihcrto been a Granger ; and no 
niufic iever, founded fo fweetly in Conflaoce's ears, 
at the word* which communicated the happy tid- - 
mg» that the chaife was ready. 

She had entered her twenty-firft year, aad had 
never yet flepi out of the houfe where flie wa« 
born ; nor would Hie naw have been fuffered to 
leave home^ but for the entreaties of Mrs. Stave- 
nell, wded by her own ivilliei, and enforced by 
Vol. I. ■ B the 



the ncceScy, of which her father and mother were 
aware, .that Ibe flioiild be in fome meafure acquain- 
ted with the world : thefe had prcvwlcd on them to 
do violence to their patencal afieftion, by fubmiting 
to a temporary reparation from her in whom all 
their hopes centered, and to whom every care, ereiy 
with was dire fled. 

Sir Edward Fitsarthur had in the early part of 
his life, been an aflor on the bufy &»ge of politic* : 
he had been, employed in feTeral very important 
'embaflies, but on a change in the miEiiltry, being 
difguited frith men and meafures, and wearied by 
party feuds, and fuccefdcfs contention, he retired 
from court with a refoluiion never to return 
to any Ihare in bufincfa, till thofe whom he had 
fupported were again in power. As rem^ing un- 
employed in a place where he had always appeared 
as a nccelTaTy member of the Aate, was irlcfome to 
him ; he quitted London, and with a penfion of 
joool. a year, went to fetile at Marilonbury: here' 
he, in a great degree, forgot the fcene he had quit- 
ted ; he turned his thoughts to the improvement 
and enlargement of his ellatr, re-built his houfe, 
and married Lady Barbara Befworth, the fiAcr of 
the Earl of Drumferne. 

Tht regret which, however it may be difguifed, 
there are few who do not feel, on an involuntary fe- 
ceffio'n from flate employments, in a few year* 
ceafed to give Sir Edward any uneafinefs, and his 
marriage, and the birth of hi* daughter, efie£tually 
rccon-. 



nconcikd him to the pin he had chofeo : but re> 
tireinent confldered ta produdire of the pleafurct o£ 
leifure, iraaquiUity, ccmteraplatioD, booki, and 
fuch granfication* of the miod, wai not what he 
chofe, ot wai fitted to enjoy : he had lived fo long 
in fplendor and magnificence, that nothing that 
did not dererve thofe appellationi, pleafed him : he 
rc-built and furnilhed big houfe in a Hile of fuperioc 
grandeur; he arranged his houfliald la a method fimi- 
lar to that he had been accuftomed to while a^ng a* 
the reprefeotative of a crowoed head : thus, wanting 
nothing but the tmelumtxti of his former poiVg, he 
adhered te that way of liriog which is in iifelf un- 
cafy and cumberfome, and which is rendered to mo{l 
nunds flill more difgufiing by a forced familiariiy. 

This condufl excluded him from pletfures wiiich 
otbermfehe might hare enjoyed, and drew oa him 
imputations which he did not deferve. The greater 
part of the neighbouring gentry were awed by this 
grandeur ; and the fear (hat in reciprocal invita- 
tions a difplay of equal magnificence would be ex- 
pected, determined them rather to forego all ae> 
<]uuntance with Sir Edward and Lady Barbara, 
than to fubjefl themfelves to invidioui compai^foni. 
Content therefore to admire the blaze at a diAance, 
thefe, from whofe foeiety gratification might hare 
been derived, were by prudential reafons deterred 
from all conneflion, but flill they were inclined to 
■mfti this barrier thrown down. Others, who judged 
only from the firil appearances, attributed thil 
oftcntatiout method of living to that which had no- 
B « part 
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p^rt in it, pride ; ndl coDfidenng that what vre 
have been accullomed ti>,'is in fome inftances the 
Vnofl agreeable to us, they immediately concluded, 
that it wai a^umed for the purpofe of keeping them 
in swe, and to make them appear contemptible 
1>ut thofc few whom either accident or former ac- 
<]uaintanec admitted to intimacy, were foon 
vinced that all oHentation was external, and thai 
in Sir Edward and Lady 3arbara Fitzarihur, they 
-who were not ruled by their fear* or their preju- 
dicee, might find all thai a lefs exceptionable manner 
«f living co>)ld have indicated. .' ' 

. Thefe, howcTcr, being in proportion to the dif- 
<rinTin»ting part of the world,- were few : fo few 
at not to deprive Sir Edward's lituation of the epi- 
thets of folitary aod'fequellered j butihis was not 
to turn an evil of fuch magnitude at others would 
have thought it : by his exalted fituation while Id 
office, he had been much excluded from general 
focicty : there were io his neighbourhood none Who 
■could be itiled his eq,uaU ; and his nidics for com- 
-panions were never ftrong enough to induce him to 
jnakc. overtures to fuch as had nothing more to re- 
commend them than the poneflion of the family 
«flate, CHT a large fbrtupe acquired in trade. 

A fecluCon from the world fo nearly total, few 
but Lady Baibara would have found agreeable ; 
but to her it was fo : the had a mind, which 
was a never-fMlmg fource of amufement and 
jmployment | aad the education of ber daugh- 
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ter, left h«r neither leifure Dor inclination ta reek- 
other pleafures : fhe faw the obltacle which her 
hufband's manDer of livins wag to all acquaintance 
with thofe near them -j and fbe faw it with concern, 
becaule Ihe welt knew the inference which 
would be drawn finm it to his ^(advantage ; (he 
was therefore particularly cautioua to avoid, in her 
own behaviour, ever^ thing that could be conftrued 
ittto b^memr; and though from thtt the natural. 
goodnefa of her difpofition ever exempted her, yet 
the, confideriog the predicament flie Hood in, 
thought and found all (he could do, too little to ward 
off the fufpinon of pride from herfelf and Sir 
Edward, yrhofe condu^ dotwithHanding in her 
heart ihe difapproved it, flie always endeavoured to 
•viodicatc on rational principle! , but her good in- 
tention* had not the effefi fhe withed. ; it was al- 
lofvcd that Lady Barbara was amiable, and the load 
of cenCure was increafed on Sir Edward, at all bii 
parade aad fliow wai to grarify himfelf, if fhe had 
no pleafure in it. ' 

' Lady Barbara't elleem and confidence relied lb 
implicitly on her hulband, that, allowing Tor this 
foible, which Ihe conGdered at the alloy inleparable 
firom humanity,' fae appeared to her a man without 
fault: and, notwithftaoding the tnconveniencet li> 
which his mode of living fub]e£tcd her, flie per. 
fuaded herfeif it was the beft for him, becaufe with 
lefs employment than his taAe found him, his time 
might ,havc hung heavy, and he might hav« 
B.) wilhed 
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O COM»T*NCEr 

wiflied for a return to the fcencB of bufinefi Fie hai 
<]uiiteil. Satisfied that he would not fuffer hia for- 
luoe to bfr injured while he had leifure to regard 
it, (he faw with pleafure his efiate daily improring 
in beautjc, though a wiQi Ibmetimet roje in her 
mind that the alteratioti» he made, had been lefi. 

- In this lituation, which by lomc would fcarcety 
. be thought to admit of exigence, Conftance Ma* 
tilda Fitzarthur was brought up, with a total in> 
ftnfibility to the misfortune of being deprived of 
thofe pleafures which arp Co eagerly purfued by 
altnod all of her age, rank, and expe£bidoD( : Ihe 
had ECTcr entertained a wifli, for which Marfton- 
burywas not the fceneof a£tion, till about two yean 
before thij period, when the tranquillity of her mind 
liad leceiTed a Ihock from a vilit AItb. Staveneli 
made to Sir Edward and Lady Barbara, in which 
flie extorted a promifc that her niece fhould foon be 
permitted to fpend one winter with her in Lon- 

- H«r feclufion from the world, had not rendered 
Conftance unfit to accept this invitation : flie had 
been educated by a mother, very well quahfied far 
the ofEce, and had been inAru£ted in every branch 
of knowledge proper for her fex : the accomplifb- 
ments which may be termed the polilli of cduca* 
»ion, ftie acquired under the beft mailers, who, 
at thofe times when the defertbn of London a^ 
forded theia leifure aad opportunity, were invited 



to Marftonbury to inftruft her ; but the formation 
of her morals, and the improvemcDt of her ratU 
onal faculties, Lady Barbara took on herfelf : (he 
taught her languages, (he infufed Into her a love 
of literature, and directed her aifeotion to the belt 
books ; well knowing h6w neceSary it i) to fill up 
early that vacuum ia the mind, which) if neglected, 
admits- promifcuoufly the toiTcnts ever ready to 
burflinon a young imagination. In all femiuine 
elegance, Lady Barbara enforced precept by tx- 
ajnplc ; and fhe had the happinefs of feeing her 
endeaToura crowned with all the fuccdi CTen ma- 
ternal anxiety could wi(h. The pleafure which the 
(UfchargQ of this arduoui duty afforded her, was 
unallaycd by any apprchenfions refpe£ting her 
daughter*! fate in the world : the path Ihe was to 
tread wa» marked out for her; and all Lady Bar< 
bara't endeavours tended, not to the making her a 
dazzling object, of admiration, but to the improve- 
ment of her mind ; to rendering her an agreeable 
comj^anion, and to fumith her with £uch means of 
amufement, as fhould take away the necelTicy of, 
and even the inclination to the feekin^ abroad for 
meaDBiafpeDd time. 

Lord Drumferne's eldeft fon, Lord Rcycolm, had 
very early removed all Sir Edward and Lidy Bar- 
bara's anxiety about elUibliftiing their daughter in 
the world : he had given proofs of an attachrtient 
to his coufip, which were returned oO her p.-irt, by 
the unrcArained affefiion ot a filter : ffae h^d not 
B 4 bern 



been taught.to difguSrc her fentimrnts ; nnd » liis 
charaAer wai ftich ss the could not but efteem, end 
the bindnefs he mamfefted toward* her, demanded 
Iter gratitude, fhe wai nerer folicitoui to ronccal 
tfaepleafure {he felt at feeing him, sot her forronr 
when his vifiti ended : from thefe fcntimentg of 
redproctil regard their parents hoped an union of 
the honours and fortuDes of both familiea would be 
produ^ve of equal happinefs to both. , Sir Ed- 
ward's knowledge of the world, and the near eoo- 
^ seftion fublifting between them, induced lord Drum- 
feme to follow hii advice in the education of hi* 
■fon; but on one point they diSered ; Sir Edward 
in£Aed on the nccelGty of hia going abroad, lord 
Druntferne thought the dlfcipline of a . public 
Ichool and the univcrliiy fuflicient ; to which opini- 
on he was biafled, not fo much by the information 
of his judgment, as by this defire to fave the cs- 
pence of his fon's refidence on the continent : , his 
income was hr from Urge, and lb much had be 
heard of the extr^Tagance of young men abroad, 
. that he was very Uttle inclined to truft to hit fon'a 
ptudence .- at length, however, fearing that he 
fhould, by thwarting Sir Edward, lofe the advan- 
tage he ezpeSed from a match between tord Rey- 
cblm and Hift Fitztrthur, he confented j but it 
was on condliioa that his fon fliould travel only as 
Mr. Bcfworth. When he was to fet oyt the regret 
he felt at parting from Cotiftance, left no room to 
doubt the fincerity of his love for her; hit &ther 
then 
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ttLcD ft'rl) Rieationed it to him ; he coafeJTed it, de 
clared it to Sir Edwarif, and a promife was inter- 
changed between the coufins, that' each (liould re- 
main unengaged till "his rtturn, which was now 

fliortly ejpefted. 



CHAP. II. 

N O T 1 L T r. 

'Tp H E lime when what Conllanee had learnej 
iri theory was to be reduced CO' praftice, wa» 
now arrived ; am) ffitc prepared ta quit her native 
home vrith alacrity ; but Ihe was foon couvincwJ that , 
the moft fuprcroc fcUcity of this world is alloyed, 
for at the moment of taking leave, Ihe would hare 
relinquiibed all the proTpcft before her to have been 
Tpaied t^e paiir attending reparation; with many 
exhortations- and blellingi from her fsihcr and' mo> 
ther (he got into the cbaife : the diflancc was forty 
two miles, and flie arrived at the place of her dof^ 
final ion about four in the afternoon. The novelty 
of the fcenes through which ihe^ pafled, and tba 
hope of future pleafure, leflened the regret (be 
felt flt leaving Alartlonfaury, and when the chuft 
'Jlopped at Mrs. Stavenell's flie flattered herfclf 
[hat all appearance of forrou' wat' retnoved from 
hei cotiDtEDiuice i the reception Ale met 'with frdm 
B5 hec 



lO CONSTANCE! 

Iier aunt tended to raife her fpirits, for It was ex- 
preSive of the fincereft joy at feeing her. 

It was juA dlnoer time^when the arrii-ed, and 
Conflance "fat down with Mrs. Stavenell alone, . 
whofe numbcrlefE interrogatories took away all 
fear of Vanting convetfation, and fparcd her niece 
the trouble of ftarting any fubjefl. She was fuffi- ■ 
ciently acquainted with Mis. StaTenell, by her 
having made two vifiti of fome length at Msrf- 
tonburj', to know what plcafure her fociety could 
afford her, and as fbe had had very little opportu- 
nity of drawing parallels, file could only judge 
that though flic abounded in good nature, and wai 
of a very chearful difpofition, the was far inferior 
in point of undetfiandiag and accompliJhinents to 
lady Barbara- 
Mrs. Stavenell wai Sir Edward's only fifter, and 
had been in her youth a celebrated beauty ; ihe 
had married early, and had been left a widow with 
-» very large jointure : in a fliort time after the 
death of her ia& hufband, fhe, by marrying Captaio 
. Stavencil of the navy, who was ibany years 
younger than herfelf, offended all her relations ( 
and had flie not on his deceafe made overtures of 
reconciliation, the breach between her and Sir 
Edward had probably never been healed. She 
bad one fon by the laft marriage, a lieutenant la 
the navy, who waj at this time in France, and er- 
peOed to letum fopn, which inclined Mr<. Sta- 
». TcncU 



venell to haften to London in a9 ihort a liine ai 
was convenient after her niece's arrival 

Aa when Mrs. Stavenell was youngf female edu- 
cation was not the fafhion, her mind was left in 
an uncultivated ftate ; her beauty had proved ftich 
an Miraftive as rendered every other fuperfluous, 
and flie had never fouiMt leifure or inclination for 
any thing feriout: her temper wa» eafy, and 
while flie was fuSered to enjoy her own purfutit 
flic allowed thofe about her the fame privilege. ■ 
She was naturally inclined to think well of alt, 
becaufe bcr powers of difcriiminstioa were confined, 
but her prejudices for and againft were not to be ' 
eradicated. On the whole fhe was what is generally 
termed a very good fort of woman : Ihe liked gaiety, 
company, and cards ; and with a degree of frank- - 
nefs peculiar to her, would own, that at the age of 
lixty fhe had not loft any part of her relifli for plea- 
fure : the was. food of young people and carefled by 
tbem ; any lady of her acqu^ntancc who wanted i 
chaperon to a place of public amufement^ might de- 
pend on Mrs. Siavencll, whom the requeft gratified 
andthediTerfion plcafed. Tomany other good quali- 
ties flie added that of exerting herfelf to the utmoft 
in the fervice of her friends : in fblicitation wher* 
fhe was employed her perfeverance was unwearied, 
and llie thought nothing fte could do too much 
for thofe flte loved ; but this inclined herfanietimes 
to injoftice, as in her endeavours to gratify her 
iavourites, the often injured thofe who were more 
B 6 dcferving 



>1 CONSTAtfCtf; 

deferriii^. As good humour waa her ctitef recom* 
mendatioh, much dignity, or tbat which could make 
her refpeftable, was not to be found in her : her 
prefencC' never awed thofe whofc Converfation wrai 
loo little retrained ; fhe would join ia the bugh 
iha.t diftrefleJ others ; a'wani of delicacy and fea- 
£bility made her a lefs agreeable companion to 
perfons of elegant minds than flie woald otherivife, 
with Ro greater endowments have been, and her 
prodigious w)d uncootrouled flow <^ Tpirits, djeir 
on her fometiims the imputatioji of vulgarity. 
, This hdy was not the peribn lady'Barbara Flti- 
. arthur would have cbofea to intruli with the 
charge of introducing her daughter to the world, but 
Qk hadbc(D fo very importunate that ajefufalmuit 
have haxardcdaijother rupture^ which lady Barbara's 
fpnrit of peace made her fulicitoas to avoid. Mrs, 
StaTCDCll was very fond of Goniiince, her care of 
her was not therefore to he doubted; and no re:it 
danger could be apprehended from a compliance^ 
M the connetKon between lord Reycolm and Mift- 
Fitzarthur w»» known to all their friends. Con- 
Terfation 6!letl up the evening of Cotiftance's- 
arrival, and flie was initiated in theory into the life- 
Ae wag to lead': the next mr>rning was devoted to 
prcparatioiis for their jnurney, the following day 
was that on which ihey were t» fet out, and fhe 
heard with pleafure that they were to be accofn- 
panied lo towa by a gentleman and his two fif- 
ten,;ttho i(tre »peAe4 to dine thst day at Mn. 
Stavenell*s 
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Savenell's, to fleep at her houfe, and lo fet cff 
with them in the morning. As foon a» her aflif!- 
dnce wag no longer oeceflary to Mrs. StavenrUj 
flie went to pufherfelf iii order for the reception 
of thefe ilrangers to her j and ai drelHng oo the 
eve of a journey would have been very toconve* 
nient, her aunt protnifed to make ao excufe for 
ber appearing in her habit, an indecorum to 
which Conftancc could not «ConciIc he'rfelf^ 
though told that the ladies would jiot fiand on ce- 
remony. 

Thd company expected were Lord Fanifbrd, Lady 
Maria, and Lady Etnroa Perytoo hii fiflen ; ^fore 
Conliance could return to Mrs. Stavenell they 
came, and, with a diflidcnt timuUty which dyed 
her cheeks, flie, as foon as (he wat ready, went 
into the drawing room, and was introduced to 
them. 

The, earl was about twenty-eight yean of age ; 
he had loft his father whea he was very young; 
and his mother at her death, which happened but 
a few years after, left the cafe of him Snd his fiflen 
to Mrs. Stavenell'a iirfl hulband ; the whole of 
this trull, had in a few months, devolved on Mn. 
Stavencll, and flie executed it with a degree of 
fide^ty that did her honour. The plan of Lord 
Famford's education had been fettled by his father,' 
in order to relieve his widow of the laborious talk 
of marking out the path he fboulJ purfue : he wac 
brought up under prirate tutors till he wa« of « 
I pcor 
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proper age to go to the unlveriity, an4 from the 
unicerlityhe fet out on a tour to the conttDcnr, 
from whence he returned at -the time that the ma- 
nagement of hit eilate, which had accumulated 
duriag his runority to the annual income (tf 
AjfOOol. was remitted by hit guardiana to him- 
felf. 

At Lord Famford was an. only fon, he had been 
humoured while hit parents lived, and when he 
came under the care of Mri. Starenell he waft 
regarded at an orphan, whoCe immediate gratiiica-' 
tioQ ought, from modvct of compaffion to him, 
and friendihip iar hit parenta, to be fludied. HGs 
temper was naturally good, but his paffiont violent, 
and as they never met with, they could not bear 
coutrout: he imagined that lus title and fortune 
would always fecure to him that fubmiffion.fnHii 
others which exct^ve indulgence had made necef- 
fary to his happinefs, and he had feldora feund 
' himfelf miflaken : in intclleflual eDdowmeiKs nature 
had been very liberal to him, but at in hit Dudie> 
he had no competitor till his habut were fixed, 
emulation was fuffered to expire without producing 
any of its good confequences, and lut indifpofitioa 
to fubmit to authority, flrehgthened by a love of 
pleafure, made him contented to-fail fhort ofcx- 
ixllence : when llimulated, he would {bmetimes dtf- 
play talents which be was not known to pofTefs, 
but thefe exertiont were tranfient ; and fitisficd 
with conTincing the world that he had abilities if 
he 



be chofe to employ them, he dire^ed bli attention 
foUly to procuring forhimfe.lFthofe pleafiuet which 
the flattery and adulation he had ever been accuf- 
toraed to made him regard as hia peculiar prt^erty. 
Thut a warmth of temper, which, if properly go- 
verned and direSed, might have produced the 
noblell efieds and rendered iti pofTeflbr an orna- 
ment to his rank and country, was made cnminat 
by mifapplicatiob and indulgence, and an under- < 
flan£ng, which might have benefited mankind ia 
general, was degraded to the low purpofes of cun- 
ning and circumTeniion. 

His perfon was more than commonly good, hia 
addrefs and manners inlinuating, and uniformly 
proportioned, cither to, the o[nnion he wilbed 
ntheri to entertain of him, or thdr abilkiea to fefTC 
lim> In a mixed aflembly be was polite, eafy^^and 
attentive to etiquette ; every lady heard him with 
pleafure, and every gentleman confidered him 
as the tiandard of elegance in dtefs and de- 
portment : in a fmall party or a the k tite he wai 
whatever thofe he converfed with wifhed him, he 
had fufficient literature to preferve him from con- 
tempt among the learned; he coii!d make him- 
felf acceptable to men of geniuB j with the diffipated 
he was always well received ; ihe firft lo .propofe, 
the moH eager to pnrfue, and the laft to quit 
pteafurc; but with thcfe he always maintained a 
fuperiority which entitled him to their refpeft, 
aad which in all compedtions incUncd them to 
yield 
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yield to him. He was never without fome fcheme iil' 
agitation, snd he feldom failed of carrying the point 
he aimed at, though he occafionnally paid more for 
his gratificaiiona than by others rbey were thought 
worth; tut nothing Was roo great apricetofaTc 
him from diliippointment : a naiura'l (hare of pride 
kept hia cflare unincumbered, as he feared a de- 
creafeofhia fortune might leflen his importance 
in the world, and, as hi) income waa enough to 
fatisfy cTen i/i wilhea, that he did not' exceed it, - 
could fcarcely be ca lit* forbearance. 

Lady Maria was tivo years oMcr than- her bro-- 
ther : thofe who were rutimate with her knew her 
to have a very fine underftanding and a very ami-, 
able mind : but there wa* nothing about her to. 
attrad attention. , 

Lady Emma, who was tt*enty-fix years of age^ 
wasinber appearancecaptivaiing; a brill! aot com- 
pleli'ou, dark eyes, and fpeaking features were 

' rendered' Dill more pleafmg by a natural compla- 
cent fmile : ber figure was light and degant ; ^fher 
czercifed the privilege of beauty, and indulged a 
Angular, though, to her, perfcifHy becoming tafte' ' 
iJa what flic wore ; Ihe pofleiTed iL wonderful lliarc' 

' of vivacity, and had fo amiable an aj'pearance^ 
that Conftance, whofe acquajntjitice with variety . 
ofperfon was very fmall, thought her the moft 
beautiful creature Jhc had ever feen. 
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It evident that the company had been pre- 
ioufly informed whom they were to fee : Con" 
ftancc wa» received by them with much civility, 
and thcawkwardncSCT of a firftinterTiew were foon 
overcome : file wa» much plcafcd with the fprighc- , 
tinels of the converfitiim between Lord Farnford, 
Ladjr Emma, and Mrs. StaTeaell ; but was con- 
cenied to fee that Lady IV'aiia, who had taken out 
her netting, bore a very fmall fliare ia it, becaufe 
from that Ih^le flie did fay it feemcd in her power 
to entertain, 

A fummoDs to (Eoner foon' made them all rife,' 
and when they were going out of the room, Mrs. 
Stavenell faying Ox would follow, lady Maria went 
flri^, and Conflance retreated to let lady Emma 
paft ; but (he, taking her band and defiring there ' 
might be no ceremony between them, led her out 
. of the room, and by the cafy pblitenefs of her 
behaviour confirmed the good opinion which the 
firA fight of ber hid induced. Mr;. Stavenetl and 
Lord Farnford followed them immediately,, and 
Conllance heard her aunt fay in a whifper, Well 
what do you tbint of her ? To which lord Farn- 
ford anfwered with an oath — She la the lovelieft 
woman 
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mnnsn I CTCr l>eheld. When doetlord Reycoira 
cotne over ? The firft qtie^o difconcerted Con- 
ftance, bui the antwer ihockcd her ; unacfuflomed 
81 Oie was to hear any but the fimplell language, 
fuch aa afleveratioa tt Loni, FtLiaSotd ufed made 
her involuDtarily ftart : Lady Emma perceived h, 
but did not gue& the caufe ; the loud Uugh which 
Lord Famford's quellioD excited in Mrt. Siaveoell 
Bttraded her notice, and aa inquiry what was the 
matter gave Conftance time to recover. 

The fubjefb of the coaverfation at dinner were 
fuch ai fhe wti wholly uDacquvnted with : Lord 
Farnford, whofc eye* were fo fixed on her that flie 
hardly dared to raiie her bead, petcdving that Ihe 
wai excluded from it, faid — It it not fair that we 
fhould latk of perfons and things of which Mif* 
Fitzarthur cannot be fuppofed to have any know- 
ledge of yet : pray Mn. StaveneU) do not let ui 
panilb ourfelTcs by keeping her filent.— I hope, 
faid Mrs. Stavenell, fhe wUl ^Mm be able to talk 
with ua, and that you will all be very well ac- 
quainted : I mufl have you all Frienda. Lord 
Farnford Dow turned the difcourfe to thofe tojnct 
on which he fuppofed Conflance to be infortned : 
as he lived within thirty raileiof Marllonbury, fome 
few perfons were known to both ; and mufic, new 
books, tic. furnilbed matter for general converra- 
tion, and convinced thofe prefent that ruflicity of 
maiuiers, or ignorance of police accompli llinients 
does 
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does not aecelTAnly follow from an education ft 
him'dred^and thirty milei from the metropolis. 

Some time after the cloth was remored, Lord 
FamfoTd, with a fmSIe that indicated fome plealing 
thought, lofe, and coming behind Mn. StaTencll't 
cbair, whiljwred her : to v/bax he faid die anfwered 
—I wilt as foon as I faafc an opportunity — and he 
returtted to bis feat. Wbai mifchief are you me- 
diating now? faid Lady Emma to him.— None 
nplied Lord Farnford ; why fliould y9u fulpeft 
me ?^Becaufe you look mifchievou*, faid flie» 
I am fuFc you have fomething in your bead. Af> 
ter a. filcnce of a few minutes, Mrs. StareneU, 
locddng at Lord Fanifard, faid, pray Lady Emma, 
vhen did yon fee Lord Calome ? Vexation fpread ' 
itfelf over Lady Emma's countenance ; and 
libs laugh which her brother could not fupprelA 
prosed that he had prompted Mrs. Stare- 
nell to aft this queflion, which, for what reafon, 
Conllance could not difcover, bad difturbed lady^ 
Emma ; inflead of anfwering Mrs. StaTcncil, 
file faid to him — Now fir, I know what your 
fcheme was, I thought there was fome mifchief; 
bur, checking herfelf as if feaiful of faying too 
much, fhe flopped, and Lord Farnford faid — But 
why do you not anfwer Mrs. Scavenell'l queflion ? 
come poor thing I will fpeak for her. Lady Emma 
attempted to ftop him, and Lady Maria joined her 
in dctiring he would defiA ; but he .would not liften 
10 tbem, and faid— Why ypu mufi know, madam, 
' that 
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that CaTorne and Emmji have had a moft fhockingr 
quarrel : and (he ha> revenged it on herfelf by re- 
fu&ng an iovitation to dance where fhe-thought {he 
&ould meet him. ThU excited Mrs. Stavenell'v 
w<Hidcr and curiofity ; fhe dcGred to knotr the caufc 
of offence, and Lord Faroford, with » degree of for- 
mality calculated to render it fiiH more lidiculout, 
informed her that Lord Cklome, hearing fomebody 
congratulate Lady Emma on the reeovery bf her 
h)oks immci^tely after a ferere illncfs, had faid 
n a third perfoa that he was very forty to fee her 
• look fo well; that on berng alked bti reafon, he 
had replied, that he always thought it « bad figo 
when the countemnce wai not aScQed by ficknefa, 
and that in her cale it wat particulaiiy alanningt- 
at it had conTinced him <^ that which he had be- 
liered impoffible, that for theappearanctof redun- 
dant health Ibe wai indebted to tfae induflry ani 
ingenuity of her own hande. 

ITiis anecdote Ltdy Emma endearoured to con- 
tradict but her inatnlity to do it and the border 
apparent in her countenance witnefled it a b€t too 
forcibly, and an allowance frtHn Lord Famfbrd, 
that though thu was fuMtanrially the truth, he 
might not be quite correfl, wat aU'Ae could ob- 
tain from him.: the laugh was now againftLady 
Emma, whom this (lory had much lowered in tho 
opinion of Conftance : flic had heard of the prac- 
tice of paintjng, but imagined it was not adopted 
hy refpeflablc peoplev That Lord Calome, with 
Whora 

Coojlo 



■Whom Hie had been acquainted fome year* before, 
Ihould eiprefs his ccnfure fo pointedly, argued that 
it was difapproTcd by men of fenfe ; why then wai 
ic done? She 'pitied Lady Emma's diflcels, and 
feeretly blamed her brother for eipofing her, but 
ber contempt rofe at the deceit. 

A quadrille table was formed to difpofe of part 
•of the evening, and total ignorance, of the game 
obtained for Conftance the privilege of being a 
rpe£laror; Ihe fat by Mrs. Stavenell, and being 
warned that fhe imiA learn to play, endeavoured 
by attention to acquire fomc inlight into the bu- 
linefs they were engaged in : Lord Farntbrd fat on 
the oppofite £de of the table, and was frequently 
blamed for very bad play: at laft Mrs. Starenelt 
hitting the table fuch a blow aa made Conftance 
ftart, faid in a tone of anger— Upon my life, my 
lord, if you do fo I'll order a fcreen to be fet 
here, and then you will mind your cards, you 
have Icpft the vole, and I had it fure. This re- 
pnwf wat unintelligible to Conftance ; Lord Farn- 
ford underftood it, and promifed amendment. 
Prefencly after, making fome other egregious blun- 
der, Mn. Stavenell. faid to Conflance — My dear, 
go to the other fide, and fet your chair a little be- 
hind my lords, and look over hia band ; for he 
minds nothing wbUe you fit here. Excelfively £€- 
concerted at finding' that it was the who had * 
draivn Lord Famford'a attention from hia cards, ihe - 
wa^ rifing to obey idti. Stavenell, when he again 
promiling 
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promifing thM he would not offend, and begging . 
her pardon for his rudenefs, her aunt bid her keep 
her feat. But her fituation wai now became yery 
uncomfortable : the confcioufneft that (he wai 
a particular object of Lord Farnford'a attention em- 
barraffcd her : Lady Maria, however, very kindly 
endeavoured, by intcreiling her in her fucrt&, to 
relieve her, and m his lordfliip kept his promife, 
fbe had nothing more to comphun of than weart- 
nefi. 

Supper was ordered at an early hour, and the 
family retired lo reft foooer than ordinary, to for- 
tify themlelves igainfl the fatigue of the journey : 
the three young .ladies went up flairs together, tbl- 
lowed by a French woman who waited on Lady 
Maria and Lady Emma, and a maid fervant of Mrs. 
StavenellV who was to attend Mifs Fitzarthur. 
They took leave ot each other, aiid went into two 
adjoining rooms. 

So little art' was employed in Conflance's drefi, 
that die, in a few minutes, difmifled her attendant : 
Lady Maria and her fifler were yet up, and the 
coDvcrfation was fo loud that Ihe could not avoid 
,- Overhearing it : fhe heard Lady Emma aUc the 
French-woman what fhe thought of Mifs pltzar- 
thur, and her anfwer in broken Englifb— The 
yov^ig lady be very handfnne, fure, but, — But 
what, fiud Lady Emma, in a tone that befpoke im- 
patience. I would fay, replied the woman, as 
aaadeinoifellc be not fo beautiful as your lady- 
ihjp. 
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fliip.— No, faid Lady Emma ; well tobe fufe you 
are the beft judge, but flie is certainly TCiy pretty; 
^And do you think, faid Lady Maria, that Enuiut 
is handfomer than Mifs Fitiarthur ?— Oh yet, re- 
plied Lady Emma's panegyHft, Lady Emma bevery 
l>f autiful.^But fud Lady Maria, do you mean Lady 
£mnia in the morniDg, or Lady Emma when Jhc i> 
iinilhed for the eveiung.— Oh, Lady Emma at all 
rimes, anfnered the obfequiou* Franfeife, her lady- 
fliip have fo much Tif in her eyet, fuch a fnulc— 
Mercy on roe, faid Lady lUaria, hotr can yout 
Emma, fuSer any body to flatter you fo grofely, and 
lopk pleafaot at it ! — I fuppofe, anfwercd Lady Em- 
ma, that Minotte only layi what fhe tbinkp, -and I 
. wanted to know her opinion. But, faid Lady Maria, 
I fhould immediately have difcovered that iicr opi- 
nion was not worth bariiig when ihe could make 
fuch a facrifice. What facri6ce f returned Lady 
Enuna. I ihall vex you, fild'hcr Mer, if I fay 
any more.— You will not indeed, anfwered Lady 
Emitla, you cannot put me out of humour. Why 
\i it not a f^rifice of truth, my dear Emma, 
faid Lady Maria, to, fay that Mija Fitzarthur, to 
whom nature hat been fo uncommonly larifli of 
her favours, is inferior to you in beauty ?-^^ul(l 
any impartial perfon fay fo ? Or aia you yourfelf 
believe it ? You fee Mifi Fitzarthur aa Ihe really 
is, and without the common aidt of drefs, and you 
and I think very differently if yoa imagine you 
cTci faw a prettier w6nian ; but, allowing Minotte 
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to err 'ia judginiat, how can you let hiryiy fuch • 
thiDgi f — I protcA were I you, (for as I am, you 
trill fay, I am in no danger of' beinj; flattered) I 
' would not fufier her to open her lipa to me in 
praife of any thing farther than the drclBng Of my 
head, or the fafhion of my gown. Cooflance heard 
the French-woman, with an afie£led laughi reply, 
Lady Maria be alwayt lb grave. "Laiy Emma 
faid little more till ftie and |ier fifler were left by,^ 
themfelTe* ; then (be began to compliuo of Lady 
Maria't unkindners, faying, that if Minotte wa« 
not very well bred, Lady M^ria'i Ipeeches wai 
fufficient to encourage her to be Tcry faucy.— 
Surely not, faid Lady Maria, I think if they hare 
any cfieQ they tnull tend rather to reprefs her for- 
wardnefs ; but then why will you fubjed yourfelf 
to fuch roonificationt ? — I fee, anfwered Lady Em- 
ma, that you are determined no body Ihall like 
me — and my brother to night ! — how could he be 
fo cruel aa to. expofe me in the manner he did i 
It was done only to mortify me. I am forry fbr 
it, indeeo, find lady Marid mildly, and in my 
own heart I blamed him very much, but even thi* 
ia your own fault : but this is a fubjefl long ago 
worn thread-bare, do not let ut lofe the time when we 
Ihould fleep in fiich repetition, I dare fay we fliatl 
be fufficiently tired with to-morrow's journey, fo I 
W)(h you a good night. Lady Emma's incliiiation 
to coDipiain of ibe ill treatment fhe received was 
too firong to be eafily-repreflcd, and her fifter was 
obliged 
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«'Mi£ed Co lilence ker by perfeTcriag ia her re- 
blution t« fay no more. 

This convcTfition l^ad eUvateil Coaduice'i op)< 
niou of lady Maria, in proportion u it deprefled 
that flic had imbibed of lady Emma : Ihs had b«en 
caught by the external appearance of the latter, and 
no very favourable ideal bad been excited by that 
of the fcH'mer : pleafed with having her opinion of 
the one improved, and vexed at being decnved ia 
the judgment flic had formed of the other, {be 
wilhed for a further opportunity of developing the 
cbaraftera of the fiAers, and betookherfelf to reft, 
of which fhe imagined Ihe lliould Aand in great need 
during Co long a journ^ as one of lunety-fiva 
miles appeared to her. 



Lo<3JIACITT. ' 

"DEFORE ConiUnce was qtnte ready to make 
her appearanccthe next morning, lady Emma 
came to her door, andiiaving obt^ed admittance 
Ihs again woa onber by the fame affability and 
fwectnefs of b^anour, which had fo pr^udiced her 
in her -favour the day before; the found her lady- 
Aip'a vifit was the confequence of apprcbenfion 
that ibe had heard what hwj pafled after they had 
C - parted 
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parted at'oigbt, and tbM ber Iptakiag fo uicaa> 
rioufly arofe from ignortoce of Mili fittartbur'* 
occupying the adjoining- room : ai lady Emmit 
could not, without aUcing dinftly whether (lie had 
been overheard, gpt at the information (he wanted, 
Conftance could cafiiy avirid cotifeffing by anfwer- 
ing ber e^prelHont of conctrn, left' ftie and her 
fifter had diftnrbcd ber, by afliirances that they had 
noti !ady Efnina'''fec[ind fatisfied, and they went 
■A)vio together w the breakfaft table, where rhty 
-found Mrs. Scavcnell, Lofd Famford, aad lady 
Maria. 

After the ceremonies and inquiries incidental t« 
4 fiilt meeting m the morning, the plan of their 
-journey was difcuffed : it had been fettled that Lord 
Farnford's coach, ibould take Mrs. Stavenell, L.ady 
Maria Perytoa* -aad Mifs FitiM'tWr ; Lord Farn- 
ibrd was>to drive lady Emma in the phaeton, and 
Mrs Stavenell's coach, was to be filled with Aich 
fervants as It waa necelTary ihould travel with 
them: fts they wmt with their own horfea, and 
the days were almoA at the fliorteft, it was agreed 
ithat thf y ihould llaep tvo nighu on the road ; ih« 
iir.Cl days Joutq^ was'to be the longeft, and they 
boppd to reach Mrs Stavenpll^ ho^fe onSpring- 
;gaideti in the ibrenofn, of- tti9 ithitrd iay : this 
Jcheme had been; feitjed bfef^re. ;but I^ord Faniford 
now, going toibe-wii^o^, taidiW Jady Eewa-rl 
jam almoft afraid tp \«ptun Mi the ,-pbfletoB, far 
ILhfRigh- it4pDks fo fine MW, J ,iiitdk..lifae«eather 

win 
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Will change; we may poffibly have fbow.— Hoir 
•caa you think fa replied lady Emma, it freezea 
■vei-y hard, and the air is cl^ j there U no appear- 
ance of change of weather. — Well, faid her brother, 
I do not care to venture — It is not fo hot ai to 
make ridiag five iq the coach uncomfortable; one 
of the men {hall drive the chaife, — Mrs Stavecell, 
will you let us in ?^—Not I indeed, anfwered Mr*. 
Staveiiell, you are aot afraid of weather.— I am furc - 
you havf drove in rain and fnow more than we 
fliall have to day— if Lady Emma is afraid flie fliall 
go with ui — but I vow you fliaU not*— no, no, my 
lord, I am too. cunniag -for you, don't thinly 
to catch old bii^s with chaff— I know what makei 
you want to go with us. I proteftt^Md Lord Fun- 
ford, I think it will fnow, and it h excdGvcly 
cold — Emma, how do )'ou think you can bear 
it }. — Oh very well, replied'her ladyfhip, with a 
malicious fmile, I am not "at all afraid — I beg we 
may go in the phaeton. — Then do be fo obliging, 
faid he, as to give me foine of your enamel for my 
face ; for really I am afraid, it will bf quite flayed 
before we get to town. — By this farcaftic requell 
Hioril Farnford revenged himfelf on his fifter for pre- 
fcrring the phaeton, by chufirg which fhe had in- 
tended to mortify him, well knowing that Mift 
J'itzanhur was the attradlive that made him in- 
cline to going in ih,e coach. 

Matters were again fettled in their former train j 

and the travellers fet out.ia the order propofed. 

C a ■ All 
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All wai new to Conftance, aod, the weatlier favour- 
ing them, notwithflanding the time of the year was 
not Tiich as to difplay the beauiies of the country, all 
was delightful to her : Mrr. Staveoell wai bufy in 
pointing oat to her the various ol^e£U, and, feem- 
Ing to derive much pkafore from that which the 
journey afforded her niece, told her the names of 
the feveral perfons to whom the principal eflatcs 
. and houfes belonged ; ftaced their pedigrees, alli- 
ances, and incomes with accuracy ; and related the 
particulars of their biltories : at firll Conftance was 
amufed with this ; but it foon grewtirefome, and 
fl.e could not forbear wjfliing that the converCi- 
tlon had been of Aich a Vind as Lady Maria would 
have joined in, who for the firft three hours had 
fmd little more than to fet Mrs. Stavenell's errors 
right, or to give her fuch Informatidn as (he re- 
quired to fill up the chafms which any failure of 
memory occafioned in her biography ; but Con- 
llance who wlfhed to relieve .Lady Maiia-from a 
filence which Mrs. Stavenell's vtriubility had in effirft 
impofed on her, addreSitigherrelf to her, began to 
<alk to her, and the converfatlon was juft growing 
agreeable, when it was interrupted by Mrs. Stavenell, 
who laying violently hold of her niece's arm, and di- 
reffing her eyes to the left fide of the road — Do you 
fee, fald (he, an old white houfe there, with a great 
many chlmrieys P- — Yes madam, 1 do, it it to the 
right of the church — Yea, foitis: well that houfe 
belongs to a baro-kitight, that was, you fee, an 
humble 
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humble fervant of nuiie when I was young j and 
many a merry day have I fpeni there j but 
I mgll tell you fomething exceffive comical about 
him :— 4t waS the drolleit thing to ba fure ! — He 
hardly ever ufed to come to London ; but hovf '- 
ever it happened that he cornea up to town the 
winter as I was married to roy Erfl huftatid— poor 
dear foul !— fo I, with a widk parcel of youn^; onrt 
Ukemyfelf, was at Raneldgh, and who Ciould come 
in but this gcoileman — I put myfcif o'purpofe in 
the way, and up be comes, bowiui;i snd fimpering, 
and hoping as .1 was well, and fo foith ; and fo 
after a few compliments — lUioald tell you I left 
my company and walked, you fee, along with, 
ijim J he be'gap a talking in ihe old fiyle about my 
cruelty, and when 1 would make liim happy, and. 
fo on.— ^1 was ready to burft with laughing,. 
I thought I fhould have died, for 1 found. 
be didn't know a fyllable about my bclcg mar- 
ried — So I lets bim run on, and we walked on, and 
talked about people we koowed j at hft 1 coudn'c 
hold out a bit longer, and I fays, when he axed 
me about fome lady, that I badu'l feco for.a great 
while, tbat I had never laid my eyes on her lince- 
I WM married — poor Sir Thomas ! how he did 
flare! juft for a'l the world as if he had been 
tuck: — 'I burft out a laughing in hii face; poor 
foul ! he had not r word to throw at a dog — and> 
fo urc walks up to our company iigaln. 

Cj Mrs. 
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Mrs. Staveneii waa fb much diverted at the re-.. , 
petiiiati of this (lory, that ihe did not perceive its 
wnnc of etfi^fb on tier auditory : it excited only a 
fmile on the countenance of het niece, and Lady 
Maria remained Onmoved by it : her fit of laughter 
juft fubfidtfd in lime for her to point out to Con-. 
fiance's obfervation another houfe, about which 
ihe had fomething very ramical to. teli her : JLady 
Maria inclined forward to look at the houfe, and 
while Mra. Staveneii put her head out at the- 
coach window, to be ftire {he lyas oot miftaken, 
faid in a whifper — Now for the (lory of the run- 
ning away : I know the appendage to every houfe 
on the road. — Conflance was obliged to llifle a, 
laugh ; for Mrs. Staveneii, having^ fettled the gco-^ 
graphy of the place, and t!ie bearings of the feveral ■ 
ol^efts, had agdin feated herfelf. And now began 
$L pircuniftantial narrative of the elopement of a 
young lady wijh whom flic had formerly been in-. 

Happy was it for Mrs. Stavenell's hearers when, 
the ftory concluded. 

Conilance was fo heartily wearied that flte deter.-, 
mined to give" no more encouragement to her aunt'» 
loquacity b)ta(I;iug queilions ; hut, addretlfiig her-. 
felf again to Lady Maria, flie began to talk on 
fuch fubjcfh a» (he thought Mrs. Staveneii would: 
not engrofs : profeffing her ignorance of the life- 
into which flte was to be initiated, the endeavoured 
to gMQ fome information relpcdling its various em-, 
ploymcut*,. 

.-^.Google 
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plbyrBrota^andaimifenient)! Ihe found Lady Maria 
both able and inclined to^afwer tKf quelhbiu ; 
but Mn.' StaveoeU't ioierpblitiDDJ were fo fre- 
queat, that, had not her ^rfererance been en> 
counted by the evidences af Confiance's wearinefit 
in tiflening to uninierefiiag relation*, the conver- 
C^oa would agun haxe been warped to its former 

Xiord Famford and Lidf Erama had gotmt» 
the inn where they were ta dine, a little before the 
coach arrived: he wat ready to reccire thd ladieif.- 
apd hayjag banded Mn. Stavenell and hii iAcr • 
out of the catriage, 'he took CcHtaance's hand, and 
not qattting it till they reached the rootn where 
they were to dine, he, with a degree of earneftneff, ■ 
and a particularity of behaviour which diHrelfed 
her, exprefled hi* fears that the journey muft al- 
ready have very much faiigued her : juft at the-- 
door 'of the room Mrs. Stavenell turned round, and 
fteing Lord Farnford - holding her niece** hand 
while her eyes were riveted to' the ground, and her 
filce covered with crimfon, (he exclratned :— Hey 
iay ! what's here I well,, my lord, if 1 had guelTed' 
ak much, I would have fent'my niece lirfl ; then 
retreating, a/id bidding Conftance paf* her, (he 
cBll*d Lord Farnford to her, and went «ul with.' 
him. In a few miniitea flie retiirned, and it was 
evident flie had been talking wore ferioully than- 
wa*. ufaat ;^th her. 

C 4 It 
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It wanted" near an. hout of ^nner- time, and u 
the weather was, though cold, finc,Xord Famford 
pjopofed to ihe- ladici a walk about the town ; 
ibif no otK objeded to, asd they fet out. Con- 
llance dnennined to keep clo& to Mn. Stiv^neti, 
but Lord Famford joiBtng her, (be told her niece to- 
walk with the two ladiei who were a lit^e before 
them: after a. few minutes coQTcrration betweca 
Mrs. Stavecell and Lord Famford^ he quitted her, 
uBd took Lady Maria from.her party ; Lady Emmft 
a&d ConftancB then remained together : the jour- 
ney was the fubje£l of tbeir conrerfation ; Lady- 
Emma fpoke of the pleajanuef* of the phaeton^, 
and tried to prcTail on Conflance taride wkb thent^ 
but to this flie bad more objections than &e thought 
fit to ur^ ; Ihe declined it, but her ladyfliip itill 
preSed it, faying, flie wai fure the converfarion in- 
the coach could not be fo charming as to make 
her unwilling to quit it, and (he concluded witli 
very cwneftly begging that Ihe would only try 
bow pleafant ii was for the next ten miles : Ibe had 
jufl faid fo,. when Mrs. Stavenell coming up alkcd 
, what Lady Emma was begging for; Cooftancc^ 
was going to fpeak, when Lady Emma in a tov 
voice fald haflily — Don't :ell her — fay it was fome- 
tUng elfe. Unwilling to difc^ligc kefr and ftilL 
IcQ inclined to aSign a caufa which was not the 
true one, Conftance remiuned filent; but Mrs^ 
Stavenell, who bad OTcrheard them, fald— I know 
what jou was talking about— you want to per- 
fiude 



I. Coo^^lc 



« N © V E t. JJ, 

fuade Mifi FitzarthuT to go kicked up ia the air ' 
with you ; but upon njy tife ftiefhan'c— if my lord 
has a mind to break ht» neck and Jour'a into the 
bargain well and goo*l j but my niece fliall go in 
the coach, and no where elfe. Lady Emma looked 
dfiippointed, and quitting them joined her bro- 
ther : CooIbinceT very glad to be Fcteafed from 
her importunity, and icarfuL of a renewal of it, 
nalked during the remainder of their ramble either ■ 
with her aunt or 'Lady Maria; 

They returned to. the inn jufi ai dimer-time r 
and as foon a* they rofe from table, the carriages 
were brought to tha door ; when Lord Farnford 
banded Conftaiice to the coach he faid— cannot 
1 prevail on you, madam, to trult lo my driv- 
ing ? you might depend on my care — I wifli jou 
would change places with Lady Emma. Cun* , 
fiance only replied that flie could nor, and got 
into the 4;aniagc> 

Nothing material eccurred during the remain- 
der of iheir Journey, , wbich was conduiled ac- 
cording to their plan j and before two o'clock on 
the third day they reached London, to the no fmutl 
joy of Conftaoco and. Lady Marian who were 
equally tired. 
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'T^HE travellers dined tocher at Mr». Sta- 
venell's, and earFy in the eTcoing, Lord. 
Famford and his fifteri going to bis houfe in Port- 
man-fquarc, flie and her niece were left together, 
—How do you like my lord, and the two 
young ladies ? was the firlt queftion Mra. Stave- 
Bell put to Conftanee after they were gone : ftie 
replied, they were all very agreeable. — Lord Farn- 
ford and Lady Emma, f^d Mrs. Stavenell, are 
both of them very agreeable, but Lady Maria i» 
(a queer— come, tell me honeftly what you think f 
I hate mindng : don't you think Lady Maria very 
odd? — ^I know foKttk of cither of them, anfwered 
Condaoce, that I ought tiot to judge ; but I think 
Lady Maria, 'though (he is rather referved, has 
fomething very pleafing in her when file fpeaks.— 
Aye, ivi.'a (he fpeaks, faid Mr* Stavenell, bnt her 
word^ 1 foppofe (he thinks too precious to be 
thrown away, riie'll always be fo while ihe is 
fo fond of reading — books, books, that's all her de- ' 
light ; or elfe to fit a whole rainy day with fome- 
body as (he likes ; (he's a monftrous deal too 
grave, (he hates cards, and I believe, by her own 
good will, would hardly ever fiir out ; file's wa 
odd 
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•Jd woman, that's 'for certain ; but poor thing 
fliehaa lad health. 

The portrait Mrs. Stavenell hati drawn of Lady 
Marin- was not fiich as excited difguft in Coa- 
%ance ; on the contrary her opioion of her im- 
proved by every opportanity flie had of bnni; ac* 
quaintcd with her, and (he was convinced that the 
refcrve with which ilie behaved wa» not attribut* 
able to any thing that rendered her unamiable ; the 
peculiarities pcinted out to her, as obje^ of cen- 
fure, tended, r^itii^ to ftrengthen b«r inclination 
to become more clofely attached to her,- 

And pray, faid Mrs.' Stavenell, for you han't' 
told tne, what do yon think of my lord ?-^l 
have fren fo little of him, anfwered Confiance, that 
tfcarcely know what opinion to form ; befide, t 
am fo incompetent a judge of what it right or 
wrong /jerr, that I ought to fee a little farther be* 
fore I prefume either to applaud or condemn,— 
Oh that don't fi^nify, faJd Mrs. Stavencllj yoH 
can teli I warrant you whether you Eke hiin or 
no; don't you think he's very handfome ?— Cer*. 
tainly he is, replifd Confbnce. — And don't you 
think him exceffive poUte ? returned Mn. Staves 
nell.— How can I judge of that, fsud her niece, 
I know not what is pt>!iteneft lierr, and that which 
t IhoQld call fo, would perhaps be thought: 
' the contrary, while what appears to mc to be 
agabift the rules of good breeding, may be redc^ 
oned thb excefa of h.— Then I - am pofitive, an> 
• C 6 fwered 
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Cwered Mn. StaTcnell, these'* fometbiog ia my 
]ord chat you di not like ; he hu done fomethmg 
10 difpleafa yoa^— I Ihould not, I own, replied 
Couitance, if I had been left to form my own opr> 
jiioa, hare tbouglit him reiy well bred. — I am 
anuKd and afloniibed to hear you lay fo, inter- 
rupted her MiDtrwhy sreiy body tUnka him the 
pink of palitenefa; why child, alltbe world imitatei 
him.-— Then I acknowledge ray judgment erro- 
neoui, replied Confbnce, and roy ignorance muft 
•xcafe me. — But what if there,. Ciid Mrs.. Siave- 
nell, that you dill kc ta him ? — TateU yoQ inge- 
fluoafly my opinion, which. ii not worth attending 
ta or afting, replied ConAaccct though pevbapt 
you ^ill lau^ at my folly, I fhould not have 
imagined that a well-bred nan. could hare taken 
ftleafnre in flaring a £mple country girt out of 
CDuntenaace : I ner^r faw any body flare fo l I did 
not know which way to turn my head, and really 
he was. {d civil that he was quite troublefome.— 
Aye, rctucned Mrs. fiiavencll, indeedthere he was 
a little out ; 1 was moB.lroua angry with him* 
and fcolded him handfoatly ; but it was want of 
jhought, he did not mean to be rudcj but you Ihaii't 
put me out of conceit with my lord,, he it a 
fwcet young man, though a little wild : but f» 
are all young men, and 1 like it the better; 
he is a-.monAious favourite of mine, and fuV 
bis fifter, Lady Enuqa ; what do you thiidc of het ? 
— -I never faw any one, faid Conltafice, wbofe ap- 
pearance 
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pearance prejudiced me To ilrongly in tbeir f»TOU>? 
— No, I durft to fay.jfou did not, replied Mrs> 
StaTeoell, (he i» a. pretty cFeature, and fo lively t 
flic's always in dp-top ^irits — God Mefs her, I be- 
lieve fhe nevcTthinksof any thing— fureucTccwa* 
two fillera more diferent I— IM venture any moncf . 
Maiia dies an ol4 maid, only becuife lhe'» q.ue«r ; 
tat the will not marry any man that would have hec 
for her fortune,, nor to. muftn't be a gay man, doe 
this and that and tb'tber; fo that I don't believe 
for my part, there's &man in the world guod enough 
for her; and I'm foprovok'dto fee her fo indiffer- 
ent: (he finds faults with every ofiVr, aiulihenfayv 
fhe thinks it much be& to live fingle — and then we 
have fuch a leAure ^ui diflipatioa and bad huf- 
bands. — I £ee its alt meant for her filler ; (he le'ada 
her a fad life, preaching to her (rum ntorojng^ to 
night, aiid_ there's nothing Emroa can do that's 
right. 

From this converfatioB ConAance learnt that, 
out of the three fabje^b of it, there wai but one 
whofe acquaintance was worth cultivating ferioufly: 
Lady Emma'agreat good uaMie and vivacity might 
. captivate, but it was from fomething more folid 
that Conlbnce hoped to derive pleafure i fhe de- 
tcnqined to attach herfelf as clofely to Lady Maria 
at fhe would permit her, and hoped to gather from 
hertbofc rules ofcoDduA, which Ihe began to fi^ac 
Urs. SutcncU could aoi gtveber. 

CHAP. 
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'T'HE kuiryirfa change of rtfirfcnce was OTCt ia 
twaor three days, and.Mifs Fitzartbur found 

berfcif agreeably fettled : Mrs, Starenell treated bef 
with the- irttnoft kbdneft, 'irid ilwrodiKsd her to 
the many who Tilited at herhoufe; Lady Maria and 
Lady Emma Peryton were fo attentive to her that a 
day feldom paflcd without her feeirig them, and her 
time waa fo engroffed with company, vifits, breaV- 
faft-parties, airings on horieback, walks and public 
places, that fhe had not leifure to aitend^to any 
thing that had, while fhe was at Marftonbury, beea 
the objeft of her purfuit : (lie had brought foms 
booki to town with her, but ihey yet reraained pack- 
ed up ; and flie faw herfelf embarked in a vortex 
from which (he couid not extricate herfelf ; ■ at firft 
the novelty and the ga'iety of the - feveral amufe- 
ments flie partook of pkafed her ; but (he foon found ■ 
that (he had exchanged fubftaniia! gratification for 
that which had nothing intrinfically valuable to 
toaft : irregularities to Which flie had never been 
accujlomed, late Ijours, fatigue, and fuddea tran- 
fitions from heat to cold, in a fortnight affefled h« 
health and countenance: fl>e loft her colour, her 
flrength, aad fpirits ; and finding it impoOiblB to 
continue the diilipated life flie now led,, flie deter-, 
rained 
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mined by foroe means or other to detach herfelf 
from it, but (he knew her aunt well enoagh to be 
convinced that ihis would be very diiEcult. 

Another circumllante ftrcngihened this wifli and- 
Tendered dill more defirable feme alteration in Ijer 
way of fpendiiig her time. The very clofe conncc* 
lion fubfifting between her aiintaiid Lord Farnford'j 
family, made iheir vifit* fo each othervtry frequenti 
Mrs. Stavenell dined in Portman^qwarc generally 
twice a week; and Lord Farnford and his fillers werc,- 
either one or more, at Mrs. StavcBell's every day : 
befidc this, which was but ii natural, con feqnenee of 
their intimacy, Mrs. Stavenell and her niece fcarce- 
\y ever Were at. any pttblic place where they did not 
ihcet Lord Farnford, whofc behariour to the latter, 
tbough it wa» ftudiouAy polite, was fuch M fhefaw 
attradled (he notice of whatever company they were- 
with ; to be fo pointed out was rety difagreeable to 
her, but nothing the t^ould fay could prevail on trim 
t& relax his exceiSve attention; {he in at plain 
terms ai flie dared to ufe, told Mrs. Stavenell how 
mucn he diflrefled her ; but, as might be expeAed, 
the only laughed at her, and told her it Wat not per- 
kaps country manners, but any lady in town woold 
diinkherfelf honoured by Lord FarnfoAl'scivility.- 
To ail feniimeni& of delicacy, which fbe conllaat'' 
ty dign^d with the appellations oi fqeamijbaefs and 
offtHation, Mrs. Stsvenell was an litter ftranger i 
Ha was gratified by feeing her niece the ot^e£l of 
attcDti«nf and her partiality for Lord Farnford in- 
clined 
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dincd ber nther to think Ihe erred than that there 
WM reafbiuble ground for coropliunt : feanag,that. 
if fhe WJU ntorc explicit, Mrs. StaTciKll, whofe pnL- 
dence did not abound, would make what fhe had 
faid the topic oi cooverlatioii in the next compan]'*.- 
llie dropt the fubjedtaod found fhe eould do nothing, 
more than by a fiudiout cooloefi repet all lord Farn- 
iord'i overture* to intimacy. 

But nothing fhe Jid, had any more tSeA than 
what fhe fud ; if (he danced, Lord Farnford waa. 
-the firft to addreft her ; if fhe walked, or rode ga 
liorfeback he was of the party ; Jlie never vas at the 
opera without feeing him, and at the momeat in. 
which Ihe entered the houfe,. he quilted bit comr 
]>any, and remained during the whole ofthe per- 
formance by her. Id fiiort, fo cerbun was fhe ot. 
meetiughim wherever fhe went,, that no duubtcauld. 
be entertained that he was told by feme one or other, 
of eveiy engagement fhe had; and from the little 
difpo£tion.her aum manifelled to rid her of (hecvil„ 
fhe began to fulpefl it was fro» hei he had hi*, in- 
ttUigence. 

What purpofe this conduS of Lord Farnford'* was. 
to anfwcf fhe knew not :— (he could not imagine,, 
nor <Ud it appear, that he meanl lo. make her un- 
eafy; he was acquainted with her en^gement to 
LordReycobn; he often fpoke of itr arid Lord Rey- 
colm'a return, which was now expected, was fre- 
^juently mentioned in hi* hearing, and by him : not 
conceiving it polGble ihat Lord Farufbrd could ea- 
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Mrt^ a paffion for ber wbich he knew mail be Iio[>e> 
Iclg, and not tiav tng yet difcovered chut hii reafon 
was at all times fubfervient to tui iacUnationt, flie 
was wholly at a lofs to account fot that wUch occa- 
fioned her foauch vexadon: having nobody todiredt 
her, and being very unwilling to let her friendi at 
Marflonbury know {he wai lefs happy than they 
wiflied her, fhc wat obliged to truft to her own 
judgment, and that determlntd her to give up pub> 
iic amufemenU and private invitations, rather than 
tobea witfj^fs of the notice wbich Lord Famford't. 
intimacy with, and continual attendance on hec at- 
tracted 1 fliehadobfervedthe kxiksof ^meofMrs* 
Stavenell'g acquaintance, the whilper, — the tittet 
behind the fan, — bad beard half fentences, and con- 
firmations of furpkloQs with, Tfu waUntt ht- 

lUve me, huf I laldytu it'Hvai ft ;— and— -/ jfanv 
ht-ia it •uionld hi -when I bearjfie tuas ctiaing, fcc. 
&C.— hints which ferred to convince her that allthe 
world did not think fo lightly of Lord Farnford'a 
particularity to her, as her aunt did. 

The propriety and necedity of av9idlng in her 
condufl whatever cauldt if reported to Lord Rey- 
colm, lead him to fufpefl fhe was held only t^ ker 
promife, was a doCbine Lady Barbara Fitzarthur 
bad often inculcated on her daughter 1 Conftanco 
was well aware ofit, and therefore wilhed ber fitua- 
tton to be generally uoderftood. In order to reprels 
all unreafonable hopes : In every other inftaoce Ihf 
liad fucceedcd j Hic was afked for news of Lor4 
Beycoha 
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Reycolm bj hU Kquatntaocf^ ami by all geoilb- 
mea, exceptini' Lord Famfon), was treatul as if 
Lord Reycotm was preknt : but Roitun|[ would re- 
prefs Lord Farnford : he faw he en^arrafled her, 
he faw flie dilliked his acuity, but be mnaJQed' 
nachaDged. 

To fubmit to the judgments which thofe who 
were ignorwt of rtw tircumfiances under which (he 
i£teif and who in theconctufloDs tbey drew did not 
slways chute the moft faTOurablc, was in her elli- 
natioQ an equal injury to berfelf and ^rd Rey- 
colrri; it might excite fuf[Hcions in him, if he fhould^ 
M any tiiAe bcrea/ter be told that a more than drii- 
nary degree of intimacy had been ofefcrvcd between 
Lorid Farnford and her ; and ai her afTefHon had. 
ne»er, ertn in tbooght, ftrayed from him, as pie - 
looked ftn- his approbation of her eonduft, andcon- 
fidercd. berfelf as ah-cady his wife, to fuffer improper 
conllru^oDs to be put on her behaTiout was an in- 
fttlt to him^ which flie could not foffer: (he there- 
i^re refolved lo ferve herfelf of iheexcufe of her 
health ; but in what wsy to prevail on Mrs, StaTC- 
Belt (be could not tell ; (he at laft thought of in- 
forming Lady Maria of ber#ifh, trithout afligniog 
the chief cauTc, and to beg ker adTicc. 

An opportunity of fpeakixig to her alone offered' 
the next day : Lady Maria called on her to take a 
walk in the park, and having drawn het ladyihlp 
into one of the lefs- frequented walks, ftietold her 
diaj flie ivas encouraged by the ktodnefi (he had 
(hewa 
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Acwn htT, to aSk her advict in a matter of fume 
iffiportaoce to her.— Conftaoce then ftatcd to ber 
how dlfagrceable the manner in wbicb Hie lived was 
to her i^ltnation, and how prgudidal tA her 
health, and beg^d her to telt her how flie could 
jprevMlon Mrs. Staveaell tofuffcrhertolead a mora 
Kgular life, at\d how ftie {hoiild beA decline the 
invitations given her. ' 

With a fiiiile npreffiTec^pIeafure at whatlhe 
had heard, aod approbation of Conftancp's wifli, 
£«dy Maria anfwered — You canoot tell, Mifs Uti^ 
•RhuTj half the fatiifadion it gives me to find yoi^ 
are not captivated by fuch.a life m Mrs. Stavenell 
leads berfelf, and mauw you IhoUld lead: ^the dlT- 
pofition which the firft fight of you excited in me 
to become attached to you I have reprefled, till I 
faw what your iflclinations were : — had you beeq^ 
pleafed with diflipation I fhould have confignpd 
you to my fifler ; but, finding you one of the few 
who are difpofed and able to think, i mufl retain 
you for myfclf. and you jnay depend on any thing 
' I can do to remedy the evil you complain of. I 
would tell Mrg. Stavenell that a lefa (juantiry of 
what is called pleafure would be mote ^reeablff to. 
you, but you muft by tbh time have found out 
that I am no favourite with her ; and I am fure a. 
conflruftion which dtd not belong to iff would be 
put on whatever I could fay. Mrs. Stavenell, is a 
very good woman in her way— the obligation! we 
ha.ve to her @re fuch as we can never jfifcharge, atid 
I fliall 
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I (hall flTn-ays gratefully acVnowled^ ; but Mri> 
Stavendl is one of the Jaft women I would veith to 
live with : her Iotc of card* and compaoy is fa 
great, that ftie thinks all who love' any thing better 
cither fools or hypocrites r "id i ain certain, were 
I to fpeak to her on this fabjefl, iho would conclude 
' that I willied, by detaching you from her parties^ 
to fecure a larger flwre of your company : it thcre- 
■ fore refts with yourfelf, and I can do nothing that 
I think will elTeDttally ferve yoB» bui advife you, 
if you really find the manner of life y^u are now in 
difagreeable, to decline accompanying her fa 
often &5 fheexpei^ youj and to give ai a reafon, 
for it that late hours and iircgularity will not agree 
with' your conftitutjon : tWs may not perhaps fa- 
tisfy her at firft ; but if you renaia firm, her impor- 
tunity will ceafe, though perhaps it may coft you, 
as it has me, a large portion of her favour. — Coii-> 
fiance replied that (he fliould be very forry to of- 
fend Mrs. Stavenell, but that it was abfoltitely im? 
poffible for her to continue fo irregular a life- 
Then, faM Lady Maria, yon muft refolrc to ftaod 
the lau^ ; if ridicule could have deterred me from 
purfuiag my own plan of living, I had been 'mh- 
nerled in pteafure, as niy tiller is; but 1 waa de- 
termined^and liie united eSbrtg of almoft all my ac 
qu^taacc failed, who, notwithftanding my natural 
ill ftate of health* would hare forced mc to that 
which muft in a fljort time have laid me up. There 
mJi be one objeflion 1 forefee made to your fcheme, 
aad 
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and that U your remainiag ac home alone : dow, to 
obriatc this, let me know when you do not xccom- 
yany Mra, StftTenell, and either come to me, or fend 
to me to fit with you;! am not half (b much en- 
gaged as Lady Emm^ theiefore the chaacei will 
tw much in favour of my being able to come to 
you, or to receire you ; and I atTure you I Ihall 
Tcckon thqje very plcifant bouls which I Ihall thui 
liave an opportunity of fpending with you. 

Conilance wai extremely fenfible of Lady Ma* 
ria's kindnef?, and determined to follow her advicei 
thdr mutaal regard was fo much increafed by this 
interview, that it was with Telu£Unce they parted. 
Lady Maiia apparently much pleafed with her new 
friend, and Conliaace fo delighted with, ber com- 
pany and converfatbn, that ihe would iiillingly 
have foregone all other amufemems for the fake of 
an uninterrupted intcrcourfe with her* 

Mrs. Stavenell was out when her niece reached 
home, and flie feized tlus opportunity to write to 
Marftoflbnry, fhe was juft fitting down for the pur- 
pofe when Lord Reycokn's friend, Lord Calorne, 
whom flie had not feen daring a fpacf of five years, 



From her well known coSnexion and intended 
marriage with Lord Reycolm, flie derived the ad- 
vanuge of being at liberty^ to fpeak ber fcnti- 
mentK freely, to approve iritbeat the danger of he^ 
bg thought attached, and to confefs the pleafure 
flie derived, from (ceing tome vt bci ac^uununce, 
a towards 
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MW>rf! wkom her bth.riour, but for tU< circmn- 
ftiiicc, m«« h"" b^'" cmtiou. : thi. priTilese (he 
oow txtrclfai, lod '«)»«"' '»! "^ plofore " 
fteing Lord Caloroe, «ri,h whom ia. v.c.tlon r|>eW 
-.itl. Lord Reycolm .t her taher-^ «« h«i paffed 
many .greeabk hoori^ «•.. great, aitdOiehad .0 
reafon to Jonce.li.. h'.. appeared nolcf.. he o.a. 
iull cotoe to to»n, h«l heard from Lord Faroford . 
family that Hie «• with Uh. Staveoell, and having 
a (light acquaintance with her, he thought ,t, he 
laid, incumbent on him to make her niece a viht. 

The time elapfed Cncc they l.ll met had improT- 
ri in ConOance a very pretty girl into a loyely wo- 
man, and it had been equally beneCcial to Lord Ca- 
lomc- the refpeft which Coniiance had before en- 
tertained for him wa. increafed by the maturity of 
hi. underllanding i «■ regard for her wa. coofirmed 
by feeing the progref. which all the promifog indi- 
eation. be had obferved in her had made : they met 
With the unrellrained afeflion of a brother and fif- 
ter, and near an hour flipped away in the pleafing 
recolleaion of paft.occiirrcnces. Their conTerfe- 
lion was interrupted by the arrival of Mrs. Srave- 
nell, foon after which Lord Calorce, having ob- 
tained leave to become a vifitorat her houfe, re- 

. Am fooa aibe wa. gone ^^Vell, my dear, faid 



Mrs. Staveo'ell. wha*dqes Lord Calorne fay i you 
h»Vt feeti him a great ^fhile ; baa. he heard front 
yom g«otleniap?— Lord Reyepkl, replied Con. 



fiance 
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fiance, has not written ro'htm 6tico I heard.— ^ 
Well, and how do you like Lord Calorne t (aid 
Mrs. Siavtoelt, he is Vtry much altered fioce you 
4W him, isn't he f — Not much altered, Conflance 
anfwered : but he is confiderably improved .-^VVhat 
returned M«. StaTenell, he's one of your favour- 
ites I fuppofo — 3 great many people likes him, and 
lyady Emma Peryton among the reft ; but I don't 
Jike him half fo welt aa Lord Farnfor^— he's the 
young man for my mone)*. — My father has a very 
grew regard for Lord Calorne, laid Conftance ; he 
■ufed to fay, whcn^ic was at Marflonbury with us, 
>that he was Aire he would be an srnairenC to his 
country ; for that he had more underftanding, learn- 
ing, and application, and was better acquainted 
^ith the interefts of his country, than riny young man 
'he had met with ,or tlian could have been expcfled 
^rotn him, as he was educated for the army.— Indeed 
I believe it may be true, refumed Mrs. Stavenell; but 
for all'that I like Lord Farpford beft. — I could make 
« fpedal ifeaich between Lord Calorne and Lady 
Maria., "but I witti he would pi eafe to like Lady 
£mma, for file's monltrous fond of him, and I'm 
^ure 'twould be a very good match for him : flie- 
has fifteen thoufand pound, and his father is not 
over and above rich. — A match betwceen Lord Ca- 
4(H-ne and Lady Maria was ho abfurd idea, and had 
Bet fhe been live years older than his lordfliip it 
lia3 been delirable j but ia the ivifti for- an union, 
, between 
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between bioi tad Lady Emma, Coaftonce couU 
not concur. 

At At eod •f their coarerTatioa Mr». Stavenell 
was gioit^ to drefs fot a rouce in the evening, when 
her niecQ. after a little hefitatioo, begged to be ex- 
cgfed accompanying her. — What ! a'ot you wdl ? 
iaid Mrs. Stavcnell.— I am not ill, replied Con- 
Aance, but really raking does not agree with me, 
And I fliould be glad to avoid it.— Pooh, )fodh child, 
aafwered Mn . Siavenell, don't let't have any fan- 
ctes-^ou hare walked too much, but youll be 
▼ety well agsnn.by the eTeniog— why what tbe dycc 
would you do, fit and mope at home?— Come, 
come, don't be foolilb— there's nothing like plea- 
fatt-hr young pei^Ie. — Indeed, replied Conftancc, 
Madam, you would oblige tne by letting me ftay 
at bome.-^I am fure it » very- vilible that late 
hours do not agree with me.— What, faid her aunt, 
laughing, you're afrud of loSng your colour:— 
now I think yon had a gftatdeal too much when 
you came to me, and I was glad to fee it going off. 
—I am not anTiaui about that, Cont^ance aafwer* 
cd, but the lofing it is a lign of declioing health ; 
and my mother would blame me veiy much for per- 
fifUngin what is evidently injurious tome.— I have 
a perpetual head-ach ; every additional irregularity 
increafei it, and my fpirits will not fupport me If I 
iive fo.— Why, faid Mrs. Stavenell, what will you 
do with yourieif if you ilay at hiwpe ? — ^it wiH be 
i exceffivt 
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. <erceffive dull. — By no mean), Conflance TCpMtd, I 
iiBve been ufttl to be alone, and ihould fometimes 
•chufe it : iit other times 1 would fpend Che ereniag 
with Lady Maria Peryton, (be -fays Ac jball be 
glad to fee me. — Oh you're to-go and tn^e with ■ 
Lady Maria ! retarncd Mrs. Stavemell— tb^y fay 
■great wiis lore foKtude j but I didn't know at you 
fet up for a^rcat wit,~4)ut hows'everi >don't mean 
Xo vex yea j— yon fliall lire aa you pleafe ;^t 
oron't be long that }'ou'l do t^at, but you muA go 
with me tfats cvenitig, aad then yeu QuAl do a* yoii 

Conlknce gla31y accepted tlie compromile, and 
knowing flie.ftiould meet Lady Maria at the roue 
fliey were going to, Ihe intetided to tell her fuccefs, 
, and to leani whether flie *aB engaged for the next 
evening : her ^dyftjip came in foOB after Mr*« 
StaveneU and Mifs t itiarthur, who, while the cartl 
tables we're fflling, drawing her towards the wiri- 
dovft conmunicated the intelligence fo plealtng to 
4wth. — Then yoii are not engaged to-merrow, are 
you? fffld Lady Maria, wiUyoacome tome— my 
brother and fiAer will fee -at the opera, and I fliall 
he alone. — This was immediately agreed on, and 
Conflaace hoped fbe fhould now be nd of Lont 
Famford's wearying affiduity, and lead a lift more 
-Gonfonant to ker inclinations* and lela prcjudicid to 
<her health. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Vexation. 



'T^E next iBomiiig Lvonght her s letter from 
Lord S.ej'colnk, nuBug^that day. fortnight for 
liit feeing her : Lwd Famfbrd called is ]ull after 
4tl arriral, and Mf*. SoivnKtl in Caoftance's pr^, 
IcDcei told him <tf it: dut it gave hii lonUhip rery 
fittle pleafmc »a« erideot ; he in a tone of aSc^tcd- 
joculaiity faid he tnuA take cart how he behaved 
iiov, for if be looked tl Uifs -Fusuthur be Ibould 
tspt& « clulleoge.— 1 Cuppo^Cf {M Mr*. 6taveneU> 
ne fiiall hare my nieca on the high ropei till b« 
CORKS :— I durft to fay Ibe'll be countugthe houis: 
Ha*c you rrcbttied howaaojr houn there is in a 
fortfught, my dear?— I flnU keep a calendar for 
Mifi Fitcartbttr, replied (<oid Funford :-><veiy, 
hour that brtnga Lord &ey4»lm acuv to lui bap- 
^nef*, placet miite M a gteater diflano. 

Mn. Siavtaell's eyet were tum'faed on Coa-- 
fiance, whowudiftrefiedandcaofuftd: hwdFtaa- 
fcrd had newer fpoken Ca plainly before -j and the 
tukwardpeft of her £tBU)oti, andkcrfear thuJie' 
Aould faf nore, promptcdhertoai^fiuoecxcufe 
fD get otit of Che room j ■ilie thcref<»e, faying ftw 
■Tould take advantage of the ftoencTs of the mom- 
ins ^y I"'"? ">*" tbe pAi took tier leave of 
Lord Famford, whom Qie bcard.HtlicwaslIiutting 
i .tbe 
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^he door fay— When doei be come ? I mutd g^«e 
him a thoursnd poundi to keep away but fix weeb . 
longer ;■•— I hope I -could in ttiM tine perfuade 
her. 

She flaid f« long above 'Saun that (he imagiacd 
Lord Tamford wu g;oite ; but fiie fouxd bim where 
file left him .- the rang for the {erraat who was to 
^tend her, and waa quitting the raomt when Lard 
Faroford faid he would ftcONHpaQy her: h^ colour. 
Tofe at this provoking civility, and Ihe sofwered— ■ 
hy no means, my Lord, I prefer walking alone. 
—My dear creature^ faid Mrs. StarcBell, howcaa 
joa be lb filty and To rude f>— <Ga vnA her, mv. 
Lord, I warrantyo4tliewon'tdiflikeit J— butlhc'a 
€o (hy :— ^'s like your fiQer Maria. 

ConAance nowuling off ber cl«ak, fud fiiC would 
not walk.— Why, Iteyday excbumed Mis. Stare-; 
adl, what's the matter now ?— Why, woai'tyou. 
walk becanfe my E^rd offered to walk with you ?— 
f nerer fee any thing ft fantalBcal ; for goodneli- 
Uc, child, let^ hne none of thefe mes-wI do not 
mean, replied Conftince mildly, t»- gVe myfcK 
tan J tnit if Lori Famfora doet sol fee tbe ixapro' 
priety orhiabeha-ritiartome, and tbe^Ufagreeabla 
fituations into which bitpotitCBeft draws me, it b' 
very fit Iftourd'fe«it3ndba «afefulr— Why, Mifi 
riUarthHr,;interraptedhe,> wfaat.ie k I-have donai 
tooSfend you ^-^HBVcan^youputui'ilt-cMftroo-: 
*wi on' iffy-beh«*Wir!^I waatdfUt the beft eou'' 
fcuiftoK o« ia; nfaki Conjfamcc j— Ilmow tSat it- 
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it attributable to a degree of atceniion, whJcli I_ am 
fure it neither becomes your lordljiijj'* rank to (hew 
tne, nor mine to receire i aaddidiiie irm'Ll put no 
worle conllriifiion on it than I do, I Ihould be I2- 
liified; but you cannot be igoofaut that your po- 
Ikenefe frequently embarralTei tne : — you have fcen 
how it -has drawn the eyes of others tu^yard^ me; 
and, ta-ufe no difguife, I cannot but think that in 

. receiving fuch particular civilitiet from your lord. 
lUp, thou^ tbay are inttadcd only as marks of re. 
fpeft for Mrs. Stavenell, I fOt a tacit InfuU on 
LordReycolm :~4n.thi9 account I decline them ;• — 
I beg' you to falfer me to lemfun uniiiiiiiig-uilhed, 
and I give yon hiy' reofon for faytng I will not 
walk if you think it neceflary to accompany mc. 

Mrs. Stavefieil was filent. — Lord Farnford after 
1i«ving hearil lConflani.e without interruption, re- 
plied— -yaH are yery gpod iiuJeed, Mifa Fitzartbur, 
to put on my behaviour what you think the beA con- 
itmflion it defcrves i— if I have erred, blame your- 
&lf not me, for did you .kpow ffly bcart, you 
wotild aUqw that tho reftriii^. I hav.e fubmitted to 
was almofl too painful'tohebariK; butlmuAnaw 
vindicate royfelf i-r-^Mrs. Staveuell is not ignorant 
of the confliA I have endniMd .ever fincc I firA faw 

. 70U;--Jhehst^fti()$tme, and giuntneajropportu, 
nilie*afBalti^lti«gnf^ufferiiigsby fcc^g.yo«:r:rbe 
being pwftBt, with you bw(,lwea.ajenip<»raty »lif£ 
Ktme, bbt il. bw »gg«jiTatai k^ I We felt at 
quinibg you t— why IhouJit I fot^i^ oc how caa 
1 con- 
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1 conceal {torn you that I love you ? — every aftion 
ofmy life befpeaks it :—ii it criminal ?-- nofurely ; 
.'tU virtue to admire you, — it would be (loicat infen- 
iibility not to love you~-if th^n, "knowing your pre- 
engagement, I acknowledge my love hopelela, wiry 

, will you cruelly deptive me of ttie only means by 
which I can reodef my misfortunes fupportable. 

Kftrefled beyond imagination at this avoival, 
Corllance fat with her eyes fijed on the carpet, nor 
was (he able to fay a word in reply to Lord Fam- 
fbrd ; flie would have given the world to gel out of 
tbe room, but fhe had not courage even to rife : a 
friendly knock at the door relieved her ; and in a 
ftw feconds in bounced Lady Emma Peryton : 
coming up to Mifs Fitzarthur with her ufual viva- 
city, (he faid :— My dear, you a'nt engaged, are 
you i 'tis tha fweeteft morning ;— all the beau 

- mondearciniheparkt— come and walk in the mall : 
I came to fctdi you.' — Then turning to Mrs. Stave- 
aell before Con fiance could anfwer, fhe entered in- 
to con vcrfation with her at a little diftance : — thi» 
interval Lord Famford improved, and faid :— Will 
you forgive me, Mifs Fitzanhur-— I am forry I dif- . 
treflcdyou r — forgive me and I will not offend again. 
— r hope, replied Conftance, that your lordfiilp it 
eoQvinced your particutrir attentidn fubjefts (ne to 
inconvenience, and that for the future you will not 
render my fituation pai^fu) by ezpoUng me to the 
cenfoiioua judgment of the world. — Makeallowance* 
for cne, boA Lord Famford, and you fhalL have no 
D 3 reafoq 
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rcafon lo complain. — Conllancc made bo anfwer^ 
but taking her cloak, toLd Lady Emma fhe was 
rrady to accept her proportion ; who, turning ta 
her brother, faid,— -Won't you go with us f bow 
cnn you be fo idle ai to fit by the fireside, and turn 
two poor damfeU ou^ with only thsir- footroen ? — 
Oh, replied his lordthip^ I mean to follow you ;■— 
I want to fpeak a word to Mtb. Stavenell — I fhall 
OTcrtake you before you get into the park. — Thi>. 
waa more true than Conftaoce wifhed ; . they had not 
reaehed the bottom oF the Aeps before Lord Farn- 
ford JMned them ; and,, at if be was a Hanger to- 
CcHifhuce's fentiments, he walked with them: (he 
was Tesed and afionilhcd at bb eSi-ontety, but had 
no way to eitncate hcrl'elf. About the middle of 
the mall they met a par;y with, whom LpdyEmina 
was intimately, and Mifs Fitxarthur ffighily ac- 
quainted ; they Hopped, and conTcrfed for a. few 
minutes, and as they were talking, Con&aofe tuarU 
a gentleman who was paSiag behind her lay to a. 
' lady he waa walking widi—I>)rd Fanrfbrd and 
Mifs Fitzarthur !— st would be a miracle to/ee odc- 
wtthoui the other; — tbey aie- infeparable.— Lady 
Emma did not Itear this, but Confiance faw that. 
Lord Farnford, who at the mantion of his nflme 
turned hallily round, did i—(tK took advantage of 
this citcuQiitancc, and faid to binvia a low raice, 
■—Now is not that a proof of what I faid ?— U b^. 
ftnfwered he, and to fhew you how nnicb- 1 prefer 
your eafe to.my own giratificaiioD, I will vlfh you 
. .; E*xxt 
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good morning.— So faying, he bowed, and quitted 
Her. Lady Euiina had communicated and received 
a fufikient quantity of g<«Gp ;• fhe took leave of 
her compauV) and milling her brother aflted where 
he was : Conftance replied he had quitted them 
while ih« wai talking, and had turned back: Lady 
Ehtma could fcarccly believe her, but flio could 
not long doubt : Lord Famford did not again joiit 
them, nor did they fte htm during the remainder o£ 
their walk. 

When they gol-tothe top^rf the-mall. Lady 
Emma propofed going round the green-park, and' 
u foon as they had quitted the company, flie faid 
to her cpmpanioti— I wat very much furprifed, when 
I came in at Mrs. Stavcbtll's thii morning, to fee 
yoU' look fo 1—1 wai afnud fomething was the mat- 
ter, till Mr). StavenelL told me it was you and my 
brother had been having a tiff:— ^ow can you, Miffr 
Fitzanhur, be fo cruel co him ^— How am I cruel * 
returned Condancc : — I Ibould be forry to do wrong 
if i kn;w it.— Why you arc cruel, faid her lady- 
fliip, in flighting him as you do ;--any bojly msy 
ftehow you treat him. — But what am I to dot 
Lady Emma, replied Cooftancc, can I fuffer I^ord 
Famford to behave as he is inclined to do, when I 
know that it it noticed as improper — not to flight 
and endeavour to repel his eiceffive alSduity ii, I 
find to encourage it; and furely to fubmit to be 
marked out m the fohjeft of hin particular atten- 
tion, though it ouy be an hoboar to mc, it an in^ 
D 4 jury 
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jury to Lord Reycolm \ at leaH-my mlbit telit m* 
to.- — My dear tdiCt Fitzanhu/, Taid L^dy Eiiimf), 
I wou lii not have yoM do wrong; buffurely btxauT* 
yon are under a furt of promife to- Lord Ucycolm, 
you are not ob%cd to treat ifiy broilier as. you do i 
—poor fellow ! i da fjoas my bean pity him — he 
l'uy»tbe/e is nothing-'buE being wiih you. tltat a&brds 
him the leaA pteafure, atidyou lliUe lo IcfTen thai 
as much as potliblc : — 1 believe h« fayt very true, 
that Lord Reycotm's love tor you canoot be la 
great sa hia,, for if it bad bee*, he coi>Li ncviT 
have quilted you to go abroad >— the feciDg yo« 
hat made him completely unhappy ; you ata't think 
how it hai altered him; he ufed to be &> piy aud 
foliTely, andnowhehatnever'aay fpiritt but vrheii 
he is with you. — I am extremely Xorry, returned 
Coitliance, when Lord FarBibrd'i advocate paufedt 
that I Ihould be the occafion of uneafinefs td any 
one, but I cannot conceive it p(^blsi fuppofingevea 
that novelty and freciuent accela to Mrs. Staveuell'a 
houtL had drawn your brother's attention towards 
me» that he fhould fuffer ruf, tvhosi he knew to be 
already engaged, to make htm for a rnxnent un- 
happy .-rMy dcar,^ faid Lady Emma, . how little do 
you know of the world !— my bioiher faw you. and 
loved you >--liis love for you has been every mo-- 
menl incteafing, and will iocreafe as loi^ as he 
lives, aotwith Handing your eaga^enKBt to Lord 
Reycolm ; which I do moll: Uncerely wilh had never 
beea made.— But caut Lord- Fatnford Confiaace anr 
, fJKcced: 
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iaCxtfiA, fuffcr his paffilsm to be lb entirely pre 
dominaat over hii reafon, as to overcome the coa-' 
^deration that I am inevocthly hotd Reycolm's ? 
— Not irrevocably fureiy ! repeated Lady Emma, 
—a prmufe made fo long ago, and when you had 
feen fo little of the world, ought not to bind you. 
—How canyoutalk fo } Lady Emma, fiid Con" 
fiance, furely it does bind me.— No I cannot think 
it does, heriadyfliip replied : — I dare fay weie yod 
to tell Lord lleycolm that my brother's taye for 
you was entitled to a return, and [hat you wilhfcd 
yourfelf at liberty, he would fr^e you from your 
promlfe.— When I could bebafe enough, Gbnftance 
anfweredy to think of fe feandalous aae^ifion,'he 
would I ain ftris comply -with tny -w!l4,-and hft 
mufl r^oice that he had it in his power to get ti<l 
of fo nnpTincipled a creature ; but you cannot 
think ferioufly, I am convinced, Lady Emma, that 
I ant not bound by my promife.-^lndced I do, faid 
herladyfliip, and my br6ther thinlwlft.— Then It 
is the ho^ I'flippofe, Cbnftftnce ^re^fied," that I 
may be brtJught to the fame opibiaia^ that makq* 
him think his labour not thrown aWay^in perfecut- 
mg roe.— ^50 not ciB it perfccutib* returiied' Lady 
Emnia, I am fure it is rather adoraiidni— I am . 
Tery irivcb coneemed, as 1 faJd beftjre, 'aftfwcred 
Mifs PitMrthur, WittlinJ- to! change thfe ^ftourfci 
that I ftouM make dny body unjiappy ■ but in 
this iMitice it ccnairtly is nom'yfault :— if Lord 
Famford would wert a very little 'reafon and re^ 
D S Wuiioa 
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folutlon he m^ht Saoa p«t an cad (o ■what hv 
compbini of. 

How tnrenfiUe you are, eiclaimed Lady Emma . 
—lafenliblc ) Coaftance repeated, fure^r ia th^ 
tafc X ought to be ioTeiifiUe :— nee to be lo would 
be crimintl.— ^^rtuoly not,. Lady £bmiu replied i 
If you w«uld yourielf fiiUow 1^ advice ymt ^se- 
my brother, and be goveisad by tntat, you woultt 
pcrhapa fee ibingt ia a di&rcDt ligtit.-^Do {wt call 
that reaTon, fnd Cooftaace, wbkb voiild Uach ih* 
to di&egard oay proinire.~-}'Mfr proiaifer rejoiaed 
ber ladyfluf^ "tw oot y*mr pfoiatfe to Lord Key 
colm J ii| your £atber'» proMafc,: — ^you caanat b« 
Uud, to have cWe Lor<d K^ycola^ for yqu bad aa 
cbmce; be wa» atnuft tbe ooly getukiiaB yoa 
faad.eTcri<c;i)»-7~-^«at yeur coufior and ymi W<i« 
. aflud if you baid aay obje^aa f him jf— you csuUt 
hance oone,— ^r is tbic a cbi»ce^ or ia tt poffiUa 
that a ptnojfc aatit ia tbia hwmmt cwa bind y*(i t 
>— 1 kaoHtoo^ CoaibBce reflwd^wbat iagavx* 
hi but I. will proponioany ftrcogtb lo-t^ for it 
JhaU .bind. nB^r-'Hiear aaUnitA Lady £a»p, *ti« 
not your frofflfiixtt your mt!inMi4» ffi» Ijacd Rey- 
Golm dut obliges you ^— I wa( nutiakeiLiB tUab- 
ing jour le^d Eoi him wa* bm rety gprai b bgt 
uU nx» fupigofiBg Lord Bjeycolot out of iba<))ie£> 
tkio, .wotild,|iou accepi; my bnwhor^— Oh \ Atant 
I^dy £in^3t bid Cwftaiice, .bow ci* I itU wbat 
I Sioi^d^^?— I nuiAdoat my father a«d mothai 
voaldl^ye mct'-'A Tciy good Uulc pA jq^a^i i«- 
turned- 
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tnraed Lxdy Enmu, in >taae of pleafanHy i—^niC 
lell me in fitort htnr you like my brother i 

How can Ijktdgeafier lb flu>nanac<|uamtaDcc? 
ConHance replied : I bcKcre it ii not much >bore 
three week* that I have known him, and— But yoa 
tugbt tell how 70U liked him in three minatei, in- 
tcrrnpted Lady^ Emma :— What did you think of 
him wben you faw him Hrfi ?— Ttu» is not a fair 
que^n, (aid CanHance, I mufl fay I . tiked hitn 
piodigioufly, becaufe he's your brother.— Not for 
that tcaibn returned faer tadyfhip ; I want to know 
your real opinion of him. Heartily yexed u thi» 
importunity, and perceiving plainly that Lady Em-^ 
out had been tutored, and furainied with argument! 
for the purpole, Conftaccs refolved not to fuffer 
Stoat concealing her fentiineDts i^— fhe had no doubt 
dUt what (be &!<twuuld be reported to the fubjeft' 
•f th«r cwiTuGiiioR, and flie dtercfore anfwered a 
—Why, if I muft^tcll the truths the firHhour ]~ 
^ent ^ Loti Faniford't company excited in me ft 
irifh.— What wif&f AH Lady Emma eagerly^ — 
That hard Reycolm'i abfence, repUed Conflance^ 
Wght not-bave made him like Lord Farnford.— 
Lady Emma Aared; ihc wai difappointed, aott 
loolud a little diUpleafed t but forcing a fmile, Ot» 
alkedMf« FiczarthiiT whatitwasin her brother 
thatlbedilUked; he U.faidflie, uairerfally allow- 
ed to be rery handfome ;— 4ie i» quite a man of 
fafliioD i — be ha> feen a great deal of the world, and 
bc't very clever.— Ail tbis m:^ be, and I do not 
D 6 doubc 
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doufit II Tcry true, ConAance anfwerecf, and'ittyr 
pitjudicc may be ill-founded, but I tell you inge- 
auoufly what feotimcnts occurred to mc> 

What » it iD-pftrticular you dillike ? returned his' 
fiflcr.— Why in the firfl: place, faid Cbnftance, he 
fweats fhockingly^ and I cannot endutv to hear it, 
—Mercy on me! replied'Lady Einina,. alhinifhedr 
if you'i-e fo- fqueamifht you muft not wait aloo; 
the ftrcet*; for there your cars will be-offended:— 
but pray what next J— In the fecmrd place conti- 
Bued Genftanccr I' was difgufted by bia fixing his- 
eye* fo intently on me : — I could not ftir but he- 
watched me f — i could not raife m^ head- mthoni' 
meeting his eyes; and this gareme fucban opi-- 
nion of hli sonfidcnce and cnriofity ai, T betieve-S 
fiiall never oierctHne. — Andia tfib alt i faid Lad^ 
Emma. — ^Theft* replied Conftanct, were the cir- 
cumlbnce* on wHch my firft judgment wm formed;: 
and fince we have been in-town IhaTC, on compar- 
ing Lord Farnford** behaviour with that of fome 
«lber gentleinen, found^ it fo unreltraiaedr and ta 
confident, that if own, and-Ihopeyou wiltnotbe 
offended at a eonftlliott you have extorted from me; _ 
that your brother is nor a favouritewitfi me,— 
though i adinowl^ge that at timei there i» fome* 
thing very pleafing in hinr. — He is oMiged toyoir 
faid B-ady Emma for this aeknowledginerrt, tiiougli 
it is'thc fmalleftl ever Heard made in Iris favour;— 
for I aflure you, Mifi Fitzarthur, the wdrfd thitiks ' 
verj- ^ffereatly of him^^Ii itpoSible and probable 
' . anfwcredi 
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mfwKted Condance, that my judgment: may be 
RToneout, and Lopd Fantford m that cafe, is to be 
^tied (or the injury I do him, and for having any 
■hin|f in his exterior which Haiowt hii real merit ; 
but my opinion is fe-^nfignilicaDt, 1 wonder you 
fliould think of aiUng It- 

The ladies had by thii time reached die gVX 
into Piccadilly ; and L^ Emma, in whofe coun- 
tenance a little anger wai apparent, ftopptng', fiid 
(he bad walked agreai while; and would therefore 
go home invmedlately through Hyde Park : Con- 
fiance ofltred to atArampmy her to Grofvenor gate ; 
but file flifly declined it, Conftance faid — ^You mull 
fct me go with you, Lady Emma, or etfe I am ftire 
you wiU leave nfe angry at what I hare faid of my 
fcrd.— No, iadeed; her tadylhtp anfwered, with 
affc^led complaifance, I fhalt not : I alked what you 
thought, and ihould have been difobSged if you 
had not told me. She then took hci' Leave, and 
Mifj Tftiarthur went home. 

There Ihemet with Mrs. Stavenell, and the con" 
Terfation was renewed by her on the fubjeft of 
Lord Farnford: her aunt (eemed to entertain juft 
the fame partiality for him and hii abfurd pafliati 
■s hit'fiftct did: Ibe lamented his miifonunc ia 
bnng attached'' ttr one already cn^agei^ and di4 
■otat all incline to thiiit him reprchenflble for 
fiiSering hu reafon to tie blinded. Cooftaocc 
wearied with thui tojMc, made an excufe to get 
away, a&d retired to anodtcr room* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. vnr. 

'T^ HIS WIS the day oiv which Mifi Fltzanbur 
wti to btgia b«[ new mode of Itving : Mrt. 
SuTcneU wa* eogaged out for the ereiung* and 
her niece was to fpend it mtb Lady Maria Pery- 
ton : Ihe bad told Mrs. Stavenetl <^ her intention^ 
but bad faid DoFbinj; <tf it to Latfy Enna, wbe 
waa to be at tb* opera with b^ Iivother. 

Coofiaice aod bcr aunt dined without companyf 
and ai foon aa.ibey rofe from table, fepftratcd t 
Mn, StavencU went to dref^ her niece to aniu& 
berfelf at the harpficord, where fhe wai jtift fnlcd- 
wbea the nuud came w, and prodticed ber a letter 
which Ibc faid IMy Klaria Ptrytoa't ferrant had 
brought and defired fhe would gjre, her when n^ 
body faw her : ConHaace took i^ and opcmng it,. 
found thefe word) : 

* My dear Mifi Fitunhur wtUi K am fiirey 

* put the bell cooArudioa on a requeft I ant forced 

* to make. I .promifed .myfeif tbe plcafuic ^ 

* feeing h«r tbie eveoing ; but 3^, unforeleen acd< 
'.deat obliges me to foiego_ tfaii gratificauoo. 1 
^ will cal^ in Spring-garden early in the nursing 

* and explain it ; it pFcfent { hav£ not nme.— 

* To defire her not to mention bwjng lecctTcd 
. , - ■ , ' thii 
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* tbut n p4rb^ littOKtCamy, that it u delivered 
*: te her in; pnrajtc ii * Sufficient oubon ;. but i£ 
*; (he c^id xi^t/e aa excuTe' le Mrc> Stavcoell. 
' tMtet «£ iodifpo&tion, or cbc weather* for her 
^ remaining at homci it would <^igc 
*• ba very tSeSaeaaat^ 

' MARIA PERVTON/ 
Whxc iaferoia wm to be drawa' &w» this notci 
M^er than that Lady Mam did nctwifi to fee 
hcff Conftaoce could net iimginc; ihc fufpe^ted 
liim l-adf Etavt*. bad related the convcrlauaii 
they hadhadr wd that her fiftu wm offnided at 
it i hot the &yle ef the i^let did not wurant tfaia 
i^fiaaa, aar did fite ^iak La^ ftlarta. would 
take offince lu hex having fpokea her lentiinenM 
fctiniH too freely i: fhe wh perplexed and difturb* 
cd, bntdetemiiMidlo io m be. Maadefired. Am 
fiwv^ tberefon, aa file few Mrt. Starenell fte told 
her thaCflK bought it wonU be inprodeM i<» 
httr tD^Oont; tiiat ihc had, aa Ac knew, bad a 
•old iboedairt^aod. feared ihe oiiglit inomfB it.'— 
tVeti^ aoivcred Ma. StaTcaell, but l,tidj Maria 
•xpefb you : fbc wiU &ny at home for you.-^NoC 
foe BK^ fiud Conftwct, ftie woeld be it .honet 
whether tmtft m iuM..,»But, fud MnL SttiTenell, 
ywtwtiy:: tia 9CI9 iafe: g« in the chair, and-wtap 

r-ri^ ■ ttgiiei -.iifit, niece, X catlBot go ;> I .wUI 

If^ofiu te iWy lUKiKwheB I ite her i I to* 

fiafe Ac wiV fergtve-iw. ^ SSt*. StatptseU. tried m 

Uugh 
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faugH her cnit of her nibludon'; bint fe^r raafoiii' 
were too good; flte, therefore, not vithoot {cans 
Iflrcaftic eipreflkmi « her veriatUityi ^^ infilting' 
on her fending an cxcuft, fuSered bcr to remain af 
home. 

A ferrabt was ^patdied to Portman-{quirer 
Mrs. Starenell went out, and Conltance being; too 
much occuined by iliU myfierisin billet to read, 
{at down to woik : flic had been alone about ao 
hour, and the fcrruit wn juft recnmed, when & 
knock at the door befpoke vifiiom : the door of die. 
drawing room, where flie was, was thrown, open^ 
aiid Lord Farsford announced— Kd yau-Cay, (aii 
fhe to the febtmnn, thu ny annt wa»«u( ? — Hie 
man Uifwered,— My ' lonl only A«A for yow, 
nadara, he did not. oft for my miftrefi. . Half' 
angrjt-at tHs intrufion, Conftance omitted telling 
the ferrant to Ihew him> up^ but 'this ceremony 
was needkf* ; hb lordflnp was at die heeti of his 
KieiTeiigcT, and before &e couM recolleift hetleUv 
was in the roontT' he ante in, ^xrfogiaing fop 
brealdng'ia'on: her, in a manner that indicated bu- 
finefs : flu aofweied colAy, tbttt ftie imagined (he 
fervant had negleOed t» tell him Mrs. Stivcnelt 
wis from home !-~he te^Jiai, be fcccw flie wai^ 
b^t thai hisKfit war in confequencc ofa mtfffige 
which I^dy Maria had ju* received; Yoor fcr- ■ 
vant, faid he, alanned us by faytng you-Vere not 
well'enough to venture o«, and, tevnng you wew 
woifc'thac yon ownedr I came myfclf u> iaiqaiie 
tAar 
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after you- — Conflance tbaoked bim for hk cirilhy, 
ftying ftie had got a flight cdld^ and i>refaiTed 
ftaying at horhe r bot added flic, I ui)(!crfloa«t 
you were CDgagrd at ihe opera. — I have hord 
eve^ fottg Biid feen every dance ten ihouCuid 
times he replied, and, aa Emma went with a party 
I got eicufed, Here a pauCe eofucd ; and Con- 
ftance felt irery uoeafy ; (be, howeTcr, hoped, at 
he had always many engagements, that he would 
foon go ; btit be feemed to have taken ap bit re> 
fideiice there finr tbe eremng: Ibe would not en< 
courage him by convcrfationr and therefore re> 
mained Slcnt ; tbis bad no e&fkv for be fiMced her 
to talk ; he nerer wu at a to& for tn^Sj aod it 
TTOS in h!( potrcT to make a i6te i t£tc rery agree* 
able, but this fuppofes an abfence of fear: a blef- 
£ng which Mifs Fitzahbur did not at that ttme en- 
^y ; whenever he fpoke fhe trerari>led leA he flioold 
diftrefs her as he bad done in the menin^ ; but ha 
feemed difpofed to behave very rationally : flie de- 
teriliined not to pokmg hi» ftay, by ordering tea, 
but the ferrant without direA'ions brouj^bt it in ; 
how-to get. rid of bim now &e knew not, as be bad 
a jjreienctdbr ftaying j her apprehbnfioin Were in- 
deed relieved, as while the footman was in the 
room Ae was fecute. Tea wa« over, and Z^ord 
f arnFord makii^ a motion to ^o, aiked her if (he 
expected any company ; erabarrafled and afraid of ' 
giving bim even the' (hialleft encouragentent, flie 
replied> that though ffac dul not ezpe£t company 
J particuliirly, 
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{MTticularly,, fte was at home to every hodj.-^ 
1 may then, faid he, hope for half an hour's 
umntemipied cottverfHtion with you j fquib vi£r» 
will not begin yet. Conflsuice, coofufed, frighieoeiV 
fend heartily sngry u lus alTuraiice, ^d not a 
won], and he proceeded— I know, he faid, that I 
hare difpleafed yoa by what I ungu;ardedly (ufiered 
to efcape my llpe thU morniog, and I own that 
you are juflly offended : my bufinefs is to beg your 
forgiveneftt and to promife amendment. — To avoid, 
bearing more, fhe interrupted Um by faying, that 
Ok only defired bim not lo ful^6t her to cenfure^ 
and that {he would endearout to forget what was 
paflcdi-rYou mxy; you friU- forget tt, he t-e^ied, 
nnd yon will forget how the confelBon I made wai 
WTUsg Erom nw; amf conld' i obtain asfriendly 
a power of obltvion I might hope for peace; 
fcut tbia ia tMAt than will be granted roe r 
I an fated to love yoa, though I know you ate 
aootfaeT'i I I aAi ordMued to fuficr^ and that in 

filence, but this at thefe wotds his kirdlhip was 

iMtrrL^tedt and bis ancUtor relicTed by the fudden 
<>j>e»itig of the doOff and a mef&gb from Lord 
Calorne that if it was perfe£Uy coatenKitt bewovld 
iwit on Mift Fitanrthur.— It is perfoftly cobtb- 
Aient, flu aofwered, dcfire Lord Calorne to walk 
up.— Lord Faniibrd laid, he was forry he wai 
lEome, and rofo. 

Pcrfoaal merit alivays fecured Lord Cslorne a 

welcome ; but hia viJLi now. was particularly op- 

^itune: 
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poitune : Conftance received biin with pleirure, 
had her couotenance exprelTed ii r the convcrfation 
was on general fubjeib^ it was agreeably fup- 
ported, ami Hie had almwft forgotten her late panic ;.■ 
yet iK>t kttowuig how fliort .Lord Calome's Tifit 
mig^t be,. and fearing being again left to Lord 
Famfo.Rl, (he could not be ijuilc eafy : Lord Ca- 
lorie intinuued as a rcaTon for feeing her to foot), 
^ut he jliad a letter frua Lord Reycolm; thii 
■hint Lord Famford would not take, he kept hi« 
place, and drove Lord Calorne to the neceflity of 
pointing out a pa^^ M hm& R ey colm 'i letter 
which he wilhed Mjft Fitzartbur to fee, and which 
be wag evideotty delirous to communicate and coik* 
Terfe on in a lefs retrained way> 

Soonafter^IjirdCalornerofeiago ; butConAaDce 
mgcd hit ik»yt faying, fh* wm wholly uneag^;*dr. 
mA^lfOt^fitrhSati^addoue her the honor to caH 
iVf Ibe in^ glad oi tha pretence of » third to fuppljr 
, h^cr deficiecny at convcrfation : Z^rd Calorne com- 
plied, alid now her only fear wu lefl Lud Fara- 
ford Ihould ia rerenge out-&t him ; that he meant 
to do io vps in. a fiort time paH all doubt^ ami 
-fitf was emijiely at a loti to exttieate hcrfelfi but 
rcfalved, if it^ were - polBble. to defeat Lord Farn- 
iqai't purpoff. Lord Cdufnc again rc^e ; wheitr 
driten to extremities, fhe locked at her, vatch aod 
faid — It is notyetDioe o'clock ; it wants a quarter;, 
flay till the clock ftrikes, and then we fhall iir 
t^ak u|>, wad I willgp and aurle my cold. This.- 
.. .; ' Manceuvre 
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manoeuvre fucceeJcd"; at nine tlw 
parted, and l^ntd Faroford was forced to go ; bttc 
he had the fatisfa^ion of feeing Lord Calorne ga 
before him, hii carriage being firft up ; the few" 
minuteB that this obliged him to mh he improved' 
by repeating hia proteftations of forrow- fisr whaf 
be had faid la the morning, and hts proniifes of 
all poffible future circiimfpe£Hoti : be then, to tW 
DO fmaI^joy of Mifs Fitzarthur, took Ihs leave* 
and departed. 



■CHAP, IX. 

' V 1 scRETtoir* 

^T^ H E next moramg, before bnak&ft>tiiB^' 
Ladjr Maria remottd all Confliiict't ftatt o( 
having given her offence by ealliog on her t 
Mrs. Sravenell, in cohfeqiience of being out late 
the preceding evctsng, was not yet up ; and as fho 
chofc to breaVi^lt in her cbambert her niece hopetl 
for an explanation of the note fflie had received :' 
n foon as they were alone, Lady Maria faki— I am 
a^id I have dra^n on myfelf a fiif^icion, not 
only of incivility in the extreme, but of want of 
regard for you ; or elfe I am fure I have puzzled 
you by my extraordinary requefl hit night-— To 
tcllyoutbe truth, Mift Fitzanhur anfw^red, you 
luve puzzled me ; but I knew as you were (»■ 
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Imd u to Ijtf }'ou would call this mornlDg, it 
Would b« explaitied, and I afTure you I fufpeded 
notliing, ,'Uiilefs For about a moment, that I had 
afieaded.you. — Indeed, faid Lady Maria,., it wore 
t very odd appearance ; it was done out of concern 
for yoa, though I failed in what I inrwdc4 ; 'uni 
I aow heactUf repent that I did it : but I will malco 
myfcif ioteUigible : I found Mvi. Siavenell had 
t<^ ray bfiotlier y«u were to be with mt, and 
thtt, for (hat reaftm, he would not £o to the opera j 
I. feared he i»ighx reader your rific very difagree* 
able, and that, and other conlideratioiis made mo 
think ii prudent to prerenc your meeting; but ba 
«Utwitted' lae ; for bc; went out foon after youc 
fervant came, and on hit return I learued that ha 
bad been with ;ol| : I then fiuceiely wifkett 1 ho^ 
MM wfittcn to you, . as I deprived myfelfof ^plea' 
fure for no purpofe, and by my eicefliffc eau-^ 
lion ejcpofed you flill more than if you had met 
bim at our houfe. . - 

From tbis^.e^ufe, Co highly fatittatflory, and (a 
COmoieadatofy of Lja^ty Maria'd ptudcpc*, it wai 
evident that, ^e,, as well at .her filler, and Mri. 
Siavenell, wa> acquainted with X.ord Farnfbrd's 
attachment to Uifs fit^arthur; who tjiaaked her 
for her attennoa .and her care to fave ber from 
f^bariaiTipeiil^ .bcKvevcir ft ^ fuccEe4ed.-i-And 
ffity, r»d X>ady: Mana, bpw did. mjt, b/ptheT:be- 
bavcj tnadlf piretloMbly'?— 'Tolerably w«U;-r* 
pM Co»ftaH(c,,X#(4?altfne-q»M»e,inr-^I)o(y«| 
;....* -know 
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Vaaw, refumnl ber ladjrflup, sfer' a pauf«, and 
looking itedfaflly at Conftance, how temUy he 
has fuflrred hi» paffion* to o»er rule hit leafon I 
I was airaid left he Ihould ireprovv ehc ojfortu- 
nity of feeing you ulone, tad tell you ihjc whirh 
of all thiagi he fhoutd moll folidtoufly conceal. 
ConllaDce «-as Gleni, aod fbe contintied >>-Do yon 
khow, for you mull know it in order to guard 
aj^Mnft it, that the engagement you are already 
vnder has not been fufljcient to deter bim &on 
becoming moft violently attached to you ^— Per- 
bap* he haa had prudence enougli to keep it from 
you ; but I tell yon that yon roay in your beha- 
viour, to him avoid evciy thing that can be cn»' 
ilrued into encouragement; for a fmall ^immep* 
uig of fuccefs will excite hope in hun, and I really 
believe he doea not think it impofltble to win yovi 
from Lwd Reycolm. — I am very fony for if, faid 
Conftance, I offended Lord Farnford this morning 
by refufiag to walk when he-offered to accompany 
me; and being provoked at my rcfufal, he told 
tnc vrh« I wiflied neter to hear : howerer Loti 
Rej'coim will come over fodn, and Lord Famford 
has promifed .to be filenls — I pity him, faid-liady 
Maria, becaufe he Ik really unhappy : but I bhnnc 
hint forruffetingfalrtfelf to be fo^ he fiskt with- 
out extning hiniftlir M the finalleft degree; if 
thei-e were reany any profped of iticceA for Umj 
i Ibould not wotiderst him, but tt Teems to me 
fe hbpcleft a ««& -ttiat' I ttmaon K^«dr kim-of 
' folly; 
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idliy :—&» I am liire, fhe condaucd, that you' are 
above taking pleafure in the pain oF another, I 
need not hint U» you ths propriety ef fhuDiiiiijc 
liim; yoa caB qo other way avud his trouble- 
fame iniponumty, or deprefi bis expedatioiu ; for 
It 11 not impodible that he may think your en^ge* 
meol' to Lwil Reycolm tui only obftaclc 

Percei»iBg thU was fai to dilcover bcr fcnii'- 
menti refpefting Lord Famfbrd, Conftaace thought 
.It incumbent oo her to be at explicit with Lady 
Maria as the had been with her fider i fbe, therefore 
ieUuxi' the coaver&tion between her and' Lady 
Emma; and fo far was Lady .Maria from ftjUn^ 
itereruti^r infmfiiU, that (be commcaded her refo- 
iutioii, and ms .plnafad with her frankneli. 
'From a free cottverlatioii inih L^dy Maria* 
Ooofiiace learned much of the. charader of hec 
■ 4vathcr and fifter, which, though favourably 
.drawn, did «at increafe bat vcaeraiion for them<> 
Hex Udyllup meniiaaed Lady Emnu'i attaciunene 
4o Lord Caloroe, aad btmiateil a wifli that their 
'Onion aad their hapg^IiwA were npt fo diameitically 
.eppofite at . they appeared from tho difereocc of 
rriteir tempers t &e feamcd (o think Lord- Calome 
-radwr ioclined to the match, but yet^ repelled hf 
2.ady EmiBa's foiblet. .Conlbnce joised in her 
eommeiiduiMi of him, and fecretly wi&ed the at- 
tra^i^m .of the eider fiflet'i good fenfe had been 
.«i>ore powerful than that of the yottnger'k beauty* 
-hCo yaa» katm Lonl Calont^s- fifier ? faid Lady- 
Maria. 
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Maria. — Nor faid Conltance, I never &w ia; 
but I have heard Mn. ScareneU mentitm bcr 
fli^hliy^ I hare often thougbt M dk him after 
heft for I «lo aot rcctdled boviinfr heard him fpeak 
of heriaihetwo'vifiu ke bai made here, andwiici] 
be was at Marftoabury he ufed MCalk much of her, 
and to wilh I was acquatotod with her.— Yon mu8 
nottiKped, faid Ladf Maria, to hear of her; and 
I would; advife you not to inquire after her; ibe 
haa nianied without the 4mawledge of faer fanuly, 
and her father will sot fee ber : her brother bai 
4khie ali lia kia power to client a reconciliarios, but 
iindiof; it irapotHble, he lakes part with neither, 
and behaves fo prudently as 4o pleafe both Gdes.— 
And is (bo well married? fud Conflance. — Very 
fiftll, lb my opinton, aofitered Lady Maria, thongb 
in tfaeopinim of the wcvld'not fo ; he ia a gentle- 
man of a good fenraly, with cenfiderable expedi- 
tions, b«t his foftune at prcfent is fraall : a man 
fj( unin^eached character, and by no rneaos an an- 
fvitable match for her.— Thin wbat could be her 
rafonffummTyiag: clandeftineljr } was Conflance'i 
tlueAton. — I fuppofe, laid Lady- Maria, a fear of 
haag rrfiffcd if it was propofed to Lord OmitDg- 
toil, and the djfagrceable life Ihe led at home. 
Lady OnniBg Eon died whi^n her children wereveiy 
young, and his lontifaip finding it oeceflary to take 
a, mtAifefi into the houS, was prevailed on by his 
frinkds to /end h>* daOglUer to lcho(d.; there Ibc 
iMl kejtt as loD£ ai U>en''cbuld be any excufe fiar 
' .it. 
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^it, and was then taken home to Wve in a maft ua- 
. comfortable way, with no other focietythan a go»er- 
-tted, Hud DO amufements but what flie found out 
forherfdf : Ihe had an apartment allotted her, and 
.a coach kept for her, in which Ihe wu fuffcred to 
go every day for ao airing la Hyde Park, with her 
governeft ; and this waa the only occaCon on 
which fhe went out. Her father bad indeed fo 
much prudence as to take another houfe for bU 
mifirefs, and to place his daughter at the head of 
his table, but if he had company fhe dined alooe. 
Ill thli fituation it was net to be ncpefled flie would 
long continue: the gentleman who liwd in the 
. next houfe had a brother who was come to him 
on a vifii ; hig notice was attrafted by feeing -her 
walk for exercife In a paved court behind -Lord 
0rroltigton's houfe, he foon grew acquainted with 
her, and in a few months prevailed on her to ga 
to France with him. After every thing was fet- 
tled for the journey her courage failed, and Lord 
Calorne coming home, flie dreaded offending him, 
and determined to rem^n in her prifon j but he 
being again called away, and flie thereby reduced 
to her former folitude, flie once more confented, 
and went off. They have not be«n in England, 
fincc, nor do I imagine they will come over till 
their finances Increafe, but I have reafon to ttunk. 
Lord Calorne has feen her by fte^kh. 

Here the converfation was interrupted by a meflage 
6;om Mn. Stavencll, dehring Lady Maria would came 
Vol'l E n 
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to her; OkoimI Conftance went, aod, after an houi*! 
goSipt feparated, hady Maria going home, and 
Ui& FitMTthur to return a few ntoming calls; 



C H A P. X. 

Paternal Affkctiom. 

^ONSTANCE feund it impoffible to pur- 
^^ foe tiie fcbt^ne &e bad projected for aroidlog 
Qontinttal eogagemefits : if flis itaid at home Lwd 
Famf<»d came, juflifitd bii iotnifions by a^eraog 
tl)*f tbey could not involve her in the evil flie ap- 
prchend^i from his ^mention to her is public, aad^ 
ioGllod on tbe privilege tri' feeing her, at the only 
meaot of enabling him to put a reflraint on his bc- 
iiaviauF wbco (hen were wimelfM of it: if flu 
fponi on ereoijig in Poitmaa-fquare, flie was fure 
of feeing him ; ip fhort, {be foupd bcrfeif obliged 
tfi accoi^pany !R}rf.'StaTeDell, in order to avoid bia 
tpore particular importunity, or to write to' Ddaii- 
tonhi,iry to de&re the might be recalled- This, on 
many accounts, fiu wu pam^iulariy ayerfe to ; her 
fituadcm, notwitbAaading its inconTeniences, bad 
charms ; flie cxpc^ed Lord Reycolm in a few 
days, and fhe knew that by fo viqlent a'meafnrc 
Hn. Stavenell OiuA be offeaded : file therefore 
3 contented 
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contemed herfelf with teliir\g Ldrd Parnford, on« 
day when te was more traublefome than ufuul, 
what he would fbrce her to do, and it had its effeft ; 
lie altered his behaviour, and though they met at 
his honfe, at Mrs. Stavenelfs, in public, and almoft 
wherever Hie went, flie had no realbn to complain 
of him. 

She lived on the moft intimatie terms with hli 
fiflers, and particularly with Ladj* Maria, who 
would not fuSer her when flie called to ufe fo much 
ceremony as fending in her name: if I am u 
home faid flie, I am to you ; and you generally 
can tell where tti find me. To comply with this 
fiiendly wifli to difpence with all formality, Con- 
likance ufcd the liberty Hie gave her, and one mofn- 
ing, Liady Maria having been ill and confiiied to 
die houfc for Tome days, flie took her work, 
and went to fit with her : Ihe found in the room 
with her a young woman whom (he had never be- 
fore {een, and whofe appearance excited her atten- 
tion ; fhe was pretty, but had a melancholy coun- 
tenance, and it was ealy to perceive fhe bad been 
crying : on Lady Maria's lap there lay a little 
baby, not above four or five months old, which 
feemed to belong to the ftranger. — What faid 
Conllance, after the firll fahitations, Lady Maria 
nurfing! — Indeed I am, her laijylbip tvplied, anJ 
I will fliewyou one of the loveljeft babies you.eter 
faw-?— I know you love children. She theti turned 
the child round to ivnfs Fitzsrthur, who firaclc,. 
Ex with 
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.ffitli it* beauty, took it in hsr-tirms, and went 
towards the window to admire ii -.a when flie was on 

. the other iide of the roonLihe. heard the young 

- .woman offer to go, and Lady JVIaria defire her not ; 
for that Z^rd Farnford would be there in a minute : 
I have fent lor bini, iaid flic, and he does not 
Vnow you are hcrci — Imagining (he might poffibly' 
interrupt further coDTerCatiaa, Confiance went into 

' the adjoining room with the baby, who feemed per- 
tdXly happy with its new nurli:: 
. Lord Farnford prcTcnily came into the room fhe 
Iiad quitted, -and in a tone of femiUarity and fur- 

. prife, faid to the Aranger-~-Ha ! is it you ?— rShc 
replied in a low voice, and Lady Maria then faid 
— Mifs Fitzarthur is juft come in.j flie ia nuriing 
Edward in the next room, — Lord Farnford came to 
her, and addrelTed her with— Why madam! Ed- 
ward it honoured, you make a charming nurfe ; 
'tis a ]nty Lord Reycolm is not here to fee you.— 
She anbrered him with obferving on the beauty of, 
Jier little charge, but he paying no attention to her 
commendation, faid carelefsly— I hare feen the 
young gentleman often enough, he is no novelty 
to me. Lady Maria came to fetch the child, and 
the mother prefently after went away with it. 

The natural obferration, when Conllance had 
parted with her play thing, was — ^What a fweet 
baby it is ! and the confcqueot qucfilon— Whofc it 
it ?— Lady Maria faid nothing, but looked at her 
biothcT] who replied;! — It is. that young woman's 
Vihm 
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who brought it.-— How nicely it was dreffed ! faid 
ConAauce. — ^Yes, anfwered Lady Maria, it't fatter 
can afford to keep it nicely drrft.— Mmria, (aid 
Lord Farnford, looluDg ferioufly, yoa hare be- 
trayed me, I am fure.— Indeed, flie retarncd, you 
are miflaken. — Tliere i» fome wyfiety, faid Con- 
fttmce, belongs to tlut little one ; I aioft DOt alk 
any more queftions.^You inay,repltcd bit lordfliip, 
fay what you pleafe abonr if; - 1 am fure Maii* 
fias totd yoH. 

Ac this tbfbnt a ferranr came in and wliifpered 
IlMrd Farnford, who anfwered : — Tell her I am 
cog^aged ; I cannot come to her.— Yoii are not 
engaged, replied hit fider; how can you be fo_ 
cruel t goto her, or I proteft fite fliall come here 
agub.— Hb lorddUp mnttered, and erfdentty dif- 
pleafedwent out of the room; 

Wby furely, faid CbnSance, I cannot have 
ifted an Imprt^r qncflion ! I ^d wrong, I fear, 
to &y any thing about the child. — My brother 
irOuld perhapt think fo, anfwered Lady Maria ; 
but I am alwayi gtad when he is fo pu(hed. — ^Why, 
who is this baby then ? Conftance alked. — I am 
forty to fay, replied her ladyfinp, that it is bii ; 
The young woman that you faw here is it*! 
mother ; flie wants to fpeak to Lord Farnford, 
aitd you may perceive how viUllagly he goes to 
her, and yet I aflure you he was fond of her to 
excefs till very lately ; he now grows indifferent ta 
her» and flights her OiamefuUy. I have fu&red 
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Biorft mteaSaeti ham this than frain alt hts other 
aiDOun { for, however oddly it may fouiid, I 
in aft coirfeft myfelf in a, gwat mcafure the oc- 
p^oB of thii coimcAi/iii. — That is impoffible I 
am Turc, laid Conftance. — I will prove i{t«you, 
T^cnned Lady Maria, though indeed my part iil 
the bufineft was ionoccu, aod my LnCemions were 
good : one of she riHeFs of this young woman was 
a fcb6(J-felLow of mine, and from fimilacity of 
difpoliiion we Toon grew attached, and were is 
each othen confidence : .1 leametf that fhe was 
educated at th« czpencc of a dtftaot retatian, an4 
that) though her Either had a pccTBge, hi} Jinancn- 
was inadttjuate to ths decetK inainteoaDcc o( a veiy 
numerous faoEuly : -tlw girl, who it now not Mine- 
teco, was at the time of my leanng fchool^ about 
five yean old, and I prevaikd on her father End 
mother to rcfign the carciifhsrfD me i I feat her 
to fHpply my {dace; but, a we thca lived iwith 
Mn. Scaseitell, Ihe fpent her holydays. ^Uvayf tf- 
borne, where I had the utez|>reffible pleafuire o£ 
providing for her, and have sHiiy letters from hu, 
telliqgjne Ibe Had overgrown her &ocks, orwantcd 
a new pair of thoet. When my brothfx cam« 
home froot his tour we were to ke^ houfe togc- 
ibctr aad-I fhonld'have bven very hap^y in having 
my ward with bk^ but I foon found it ivould b« 
dangerous to let htm fee her : I therefore cofwi- 
Bued her at fchool till Die was Juteeo, and refifi- 
ad all hei fp^d iroponuniiy to live .with mc Whea 
■ . fte 
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file left it ; but all tny Ga«tiD» v»t yain, lie foon 
'■got fceiitofher, and her father, hoping he WOftU 
marry her, ruffered'him to vifit her : I then foun* 
"it ufeleft to keep her at a diftance, and tried til 1 
could do to fortily her, hy prophefymg what ha» 
fince proved true, againft iKs intVeatie!. I ifiigtft 
aa well have beeti fileilt ; I aih afraid I waa coun* 
tetafted by fome Who ought to have fupponed me ; 
it wai impollibic to make her diftruft him, and (he 
now'rues it Her near relatione have deftrtod her, 
and flie is placed With anftunt a little w»y out rf 
town, where Ihc Vivei <tn M allofranrt from my 
brother, for whofn ftc retains lail MfTefliori that 
Teema to vncreafe as he ffigfctB Ti*r. I WOUfd tiM tft 
thought to encimrage people in her predicament, 
tutconrideringmyfelf as bound, hi fome mtafnre, 
to take care ofh«-, 1 will aJw'ays ' affijrd her what 
comfort I can, and indeed for her ofcn tiki I «roiild 
do it, as I am convinced a ftiifcf'ptlble \ieftrt i»her 
greateft fault. la it not a piry, Mifi FittarthUr, that 
after j\\ the pains 1 base taken with her fo imprtfpe 
one of the moft elegsat female (ninds that ever in- 
liabVed beauty, to cultivate every good principle; 
and to eradicate every fJible, 1 fltould be fo de- 
feated, and tjiy fweet girl fo branded } But theft 
things are not thought of here : to ruin the peac* 
of an innoAnt creature is but gallantry in the opi- 
nion of young men of faihion. 

' As Lady Maria faid ttiefe words her brother 
came in again. — Well, faid- he, does Mift Fitzar, 
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thur know Edward's pedigree ; has (be heard how 
hii father and mother are refpe^vely allied ? what 
inariiages- and Intermarriages and defceodanti there 
haTC been in creiy branch and from every branch 
of the fatiuly ? I dare fay Lady Maria has been 
a Tcry good herald ; Yoii are always very kind to 
me, continued he to hii filler, you never failio eTpofe 
me; but Mifii Fitzarthur will make allowances, 
and not be Sa levere on me as you are. — Without 
a complimeat,. returned Cotillance, I fliould fufpeA 
I erred if I differed horn Lady Maria's opinion* 
and in fach a cafe furely no allowance can be 
teade,— Do- not be lb cruelr laid Lord Famford ; 
ai fbi Maiia (he ii ina& uamerciful.— Indeed, Con- 
flancG anfwered, I cinaot think you deferve'any 
Biercy. — Well, repUed his lordfliip, this need not 
be the fubjed of our difcourfe ; I aflltre you I hear 
enough of it ;. you have been brought up in a nun- 
nery, and (q think a vail deal more of fuch thingf 
than they deferTC ;. hut you will foon find I am 
not Angular : bow will you Mifs Fitzarthur un- 
dertake to fay your Lord ReyColm may not at this 
moment have half a dozen fucK claimants f— God 
forbid he (liould have one, faid Conlbnce ; if I fiitd 
he has, I lliall beg to be leleafed from my engager 
ment; but if fuch conaeAiong are common ibey; 
are neverthelefs infamous. — Nocfence, replied his 
lordfliip, affe£iiag to Laugh at her : why I am better 
than half the world, for I have fettled an annuity 
on my brat j he is very well offhand Maria Is very 
food 
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f«ii(l of him : u for mf fifiu EmnM (he would not 
ffe him for the umveiie ; I flippofe Am ii afraid 
any body fluaU fty it is hn'i, for Hn. StaTcncll 
layi it ii very much like her, — Whar, Hoi Coo- 
fiance, does Mn> Scavenell know how ricfa you 
are? — Oh ye«, anfwend he, all the world%DOWt 
it ; Mri. StaveneU ha* often nnrled hita, 

Conflwicc concluded her Tifit, and went home 
afioniOied at Lord Famfoni'ft Ilbertinilm and 
efironteiy. No wijh wat numifefled that tut ciime ' 
were- retrterabie ; no painful remembrance wai ex- 
cited t he fpoke with no tendecneft of her he had 
injured ; but in all he faid endeavoUTcd to juftify 
himfelf. More difgufled. than ever with him, and 
pleated with the cxalnd generofity of Lady Maria's 
character, (he heartily sejotced that her obligation 
to Lord Reycolm pcrmined her enjoying the friend- 
ilupoftbe fifler fecure.frmn the addrefleg of the 
brother. 

Notwithftandiag it was apparent from Hw alter- 
ation in Lord Famford'i conduct that inline hope* 
refpe£ting Mifs Fitzarthui were at an end, and 
Qie bad t\ety reafon to believe be had gained that 
vidory over himfelf which wa> neceflary to her 
living in a tolerable Date of peace, hii younger 
filler was bis unwearied advocate, till Conltance 
iaiimated that a continuance of fuch importunity 
as (lie had hitherto fubmitted to, would fovee her 
to quit London ; the then was Glent on the fulje£l, 
but as if fhc bad wanted fome topic to replace that 
E 5 wluch 
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which TTSS protiftiTf ed, a«iBain(edC-oirftaiK« wfeft ftfl* ■ 
partiaKi^ for Lord C^rtie-: »fWfl»jJiwfionft«m«l 
isoceo^ her UiySnp's iftiW fS« he ^u muctr 
attached to her, feiit that lie deKghlcd to tonnent 
h«r i and ttie brgan potnpinj to know what hff 
fuM ef her. ConflSnec endcwerBred (o rccollcft 
whether in ttw two -vrfits h« had made her he iiad 
CTCT ^>4ATti of Lady ' Etmna, btrt flw did not fe- 
imiKbA it : this th« Istter attribtrtcd ro forgctful- 
nefs ; her hope feemed too weH fouixled' to bff 
fheken, aad flie vts very foficitous to imprefs on 
ConlWice** mind his cruelty in aflTedKng to dif- 
regard h«r. She talked till flic prevailed on hct 
beaver to pity (hough (he condemned her wealt- 
ncfa ; the hapi^nefg of h'cr life evidently depei«lcd 
on Lord Calonir, whofc- motive for behaving as, 
ihe reprefented, fuppofing her not (o be fanguina 
i« her expei^tions, vna not eafily difcoverable i 
Lady Emma now condefcended to aflc how in her 
place Mifs Fitzarthur would a£i, and received Sot 
anfwer, that flic would, whaterer it coft her, ffight 
Lord Calorne. This was harflj doflrine to a mind 
ib enervated and fo prejudiced ; but ffie protnifed 
to follow «, aad artfully endcavtmred to engage her 
advifer to become a mediaror benveea them ;. but' 
in thia fbc failed ; it was an office of which undef 
the beft circiiraftances Conftance waa not anYtntious, 
and, therefore, referring her to the method flie 
bad propofcd, Ihe affurcd her nothing could be fo 
effeAud ; a £fclofuTc of her griefj feemed to hare 
relieved 
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relieved Lady Emm'«'midd, •»* fee H^* ppi»- 
ntifed to olwy her mjunaion*. 

But however good ber mtentknu might be, her 
l^dyfhip foiled moft egregioiifly n the eTecniioii : 
Conftaftce frequently met her and Lord Calorae ki 
the fame company, aad foon difcovered *er diB- 
Culty to affame a degree of haughtinef*, wMch, S» 
it was anoatural, was perfeftiy tWicuteuB,' and in- 
fupportable : a word, a loek, from Lord Calomc 
threw down all die ftrirfture iwfed on ihU noftaMe 
foundattOB : her affeifl^ refervc was Iroghei af, 
and Mrs. Stavenen's means to forward the matchi 
on which fflie feemed every day more bent, were 
fo oppofirc tor what Co«ftft«ee had prefcTtbed, that it 
was impolTible to fuftain her newly aflumed charac- 
ter ; befidc this all in the ckcle »f hor acquaintance 
werelncluded in her confidence, and Lord Calorne 
mult have been not only Mind, kut deaf, if he had 
not been fenfible how hig^hly he wa» ^Touted by 
Lady Entma Peryton. 

It wa« with concern that ConflaAee faw her pcr< 
pet\nlly expofing herfelf t» contempt and lidtculb 
4y-her obvious partialiey : Lord CalorWe #M to tiW, 
and to all pdite, bnt there was nothing in hit M- 
tia<rionr that indicated a diSinfHoA «f any klikt. 
Lady Emma mow accounted fat wMt fin tCTfAed 
hatJSgbtittg her, by fuppofingthat forteone wBft 
had get at her fentimenta had betrayed her t6 
hun^ and th» this encouraged hiitl to a1k& a di^ 
repai «f ha^ StKh a brtach «f toiddeBCcv witli 
E & refpea 



reipeA to licr ladyihip, could not h^Te been- at- 
tended vnth any aggraTatiog drcumliancea j the 
wtfl not litrupuloui in her dicuce of tbofe Ihe admit- 
ted to her tonfidenccr nor wu (be U-vifh of her in- 
jonfHon* to fecrecy; and it wat as probable that 
what fbc commumcatcd might be told by others at 
well with a liew to fern, a* to bun ber intereft: but 
the interpo^tioK of a third perfon nat umieceflary i. 
Lady Emma'i eyet, Lady EmUiL'* counteninc«, 
tod the whole of Lady Emma'i ung;uarded coo^ 
duA fuffidently evinced the Ibic of her mind. 



npHE eipeflation of Lord Reycokn'i return 
-^ .excited !a Confiaocc's mind no emotion fo 
great as that of fear, left in his abfence he Ihould 
have formed ideas of her which on their meeting 
would be difappointed : fhc, howerer^ was obliged 
to bear the raillery ol Mti. Stavenell, who leemed 
unable to conceive that two young people under 
fuch circumftanccs, could be lefs than immoderately 
rejcuccd at the profpcft of Iceing taeh other : her 
niece endeaToured by a candid avowal of her fenti- 
vcnti, and by piofefling without difguife that Lord ■ 
I Keycolni'i 
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Reycoli&'a return would give her great pIciTuH, to 
blunt the edge of her wit ; but it would not do : 
Mn. Suvenell would not believe heifincerc in fay- 
ing that whatever anatety Qk Ml on the occafion 
vaa fuch M the cxpe&tion of meeting » brother 
would excite ; LoM Reycolm and fififi Fiiicarthur 
were protieflcdly and avowedly loven, and without 
Gonfidering that there i* indeed a wide ^flerence be- 
tween a voluntary and a <&e&d choice* fhe con- 
eluded that they muA be violently enamoured : if 
Conftance wai filcnt, fhe was thinking ofLordRey 
eolm ; if her fi^itt were raifed, the bope of feeing 
him wBi the occafion ; To that in her own defence 
flu wni obliged to wifh for hia arriTal, to rcleafe 
her from aveiy iroublefome^ though good huniouc- 
edperfecuDoo. 

In Ml laft letter he had named the dayof hiiin- 
tended return to London. M n. Stavenell was fa 
thoroughly convinced that, as he knew where Mifi 
FitzanhuT wai, her houfe would be the firft he vi- 
fited, that (he put berfelf to fome inconvenience to 
-Aay at home that day, in order that Die might be 
prefent at a meeting which fhould verify her fa- 
gacity. 

Ai the hour of his arrival vai uncertain dinner 
wai fent up irithout waiting for him : every car- 
- riage that wa> within hearing was now thought to be 
lu9, but. the evening came, and midnight came 
without Lord Reycolm. Mrs. Stavenell wai ccf- 
tun nothing left than fonw ternb!c accident could ' 
havi 
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have detained bito ; but Cooftance, who did doc 
think a ffgnificatiim of an intention, po&tiTcly ob- 
tigacory, concludnl that (he fltonld foon know ihe 
caure of hiH day, and refled btisfied. 

The week elapfed without anf inteHig;enc8'rf iant, 
and fbe began to be uneaj^ : the arriral of Mr. 
Stavenell waa now equally expedteil, and newa came 
of him firfl : on his lan^ng at Dotei he dirpatched 
a letter to hi« mother, of which this is an extraSi, 

• An accident hai obKged me to delay my jour- 

* ney to town, and the pkafiire of feeing you a 

* few days longer than I at firft intended- — I told 

* you in my laft that for the fafce of feeing fome 

* friends, I (hould remain a flmrt time at Calais : 
*• I had been tbcye four days, and had juft returned 

* one evening to the inn, intending to fail the nrxt 

* day, when on entering my room I faw, lying on 

* the ground, a note, which I imnteduttly mmi- 
' cludedhad been pat under the doDT: I to^kof; 

* it wa« direi9ed £er mt, end waa to the foUoitiBg 

* purport. 

" ffir, 
*' IhearyouareEflgliftffndagentlemMi.— lam 
" in want of proteftion, will you come into th* 
,•*■ g*Herjr at eight this cTening. 

•* Your iDoA obedient fervant, 
4 1 " A. R.» 

It W»WMiiitta few minuteaof the time Bppoint- 
, ^' "*"* \ *«t » *e gallery, not knowing whom 
. orwfcM i was it> juKt, butswelledv by tbe Innd 
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'" In -whith the rcqueft was writnni,' that it was a 
' lady. — The do(4 dad juft ftnick When I heard a 
' dooropen behtnti mt -.-r-l turned rounH, but the 
' pfacc was fo dark I cooH only perctive my con- 
' jeflare was right : — I went towards her, and Cnc 
'- flie was in a riJing drefs, and followed by a w»- 
*■ imii whom I (uppofcd her fervffnt. — My curiofitjf 

* was excited ; — 1 fpoKe to the lady, faid I was de- 
•■ fired to be theft atthar rime; and begged to know 

* if it waa from her that I had received a billet.— 

* (lie held a handkerehref before her face, n if de- 

* firou* to conceal it, and in a very low voice an- 
*■ fiv^d, it was flie who ha<! requefled to fee me : 

* I fonnil by her ■accent, though flie fpoke good 

* Englifh, that fhe was French, and endeavoured by 
•^ affurances that whatever affiftance 1 coatd affiird 
' her Ihe mig^l command, to give her coolidence 

* which flie feemed much to want : flie then told 

* mc that flie was going to England, that a gentle- 

* man who was to accompany her, had promifed to 

* meet her there for the purpofe, bnt had difap- 
' pointed her ; — that flie had waited for him three 

* days ; — that fte had now no hopes of his coming, 

* and meant, if 1 would proteft her during the 

* pafCige, to fail without him : — if k was an im- 

* proper fiivour to aflc, or inconveiuent to mf to 

* grant, flie would, ftie faid return to Paris. 

* A requtffl; which was in itfelf, and in the tnan- 
' nCT of mating it lb modeft, and in effeS a com- 
' ' pliment to mf, 1 could not hare refilled to any 
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* oiK^>rto t lady under fuch difireffing circum- 

* Aaocci to have hefitated a moment would have 

* been bratiUty :— 4>y her defire I bw her no more: 
' till we were to faH, and then accompanied her 

* to the Packet. On inquiring o£ hei what was- 

* her fcheme of bAioi, I learnt that ffaa had an. 

* node in London, to whom flie fnpoted wrilingr 

* and to wbofe houfe ihc would immediateiy, on. 

* recdving an anfwer from him,, go i I there- 

* fore offered to poftpone my journey to town tilt 

* then ; the at firll declined it, but on my infiffing^ 

* on it« and reprefentiog to her that {he {till flood. 

* in need of a proteflot^ (he accepted my propofaV 

* and OD in tM^rival I Ibal^l fet off with her. She i& 

* juft come into the room to Imow what Ihe muil do 

* mth her letter : I tell her 1 am writing to you. 

* about her, and aik by what name I muft defcribe. 

* her : — Ihe fays Adelaide, which ia the aaly name. 

* Ihe chufet to reveal.' 

Mrs. Stavcoell, chough Ihe wat vexed at an acci- 
dent that poAponed her feeing her fon, could not 
but a^^vc his condufl, while her niece, whofa 
heart was ever ready to applaud beneTolence, was. 
Urifh in his praife. In a £ew days, after the recdpt 
of this intelligence, one of Mr. Starendl's fervants. 
who had travelled with him,, arrived in town, and 
brought the following tcEter to Mn. Stavenell. 

* The p<^ does not travel faft enough for me ! 
-* if I wail for it I muft defer the pleafure of feeing 

* my durcA mother fomc hour* longer than is ab* 

' foluteljr 
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'' Jblutely necelTary : I ksure therefore difpatched 
' ray mao' with thtii to apprife you of my being, 
' at the time vou receive it, oa the road, and I 

* hope \a three, hours after his arrival to be with 

' The letter Mademoifelle Adelaide wrote ca bei 
' uocic has been anfwered, but not by htm ; he is 
' dead, and hii executor ii a itranger to her. The 
** difirefi this iafoiination has occafioned her it !b- 
** conceivable, from which, and the leluAarite fhe 
*" maiuiefts to return home, I guels Ibe bai left her 

* fiends privately, and I am inclined to think there 
' is K lover in the cafe, but this ii mere furmile ; 
' (he fay* (he has no alternative j (he muA return to 

* France, but (he cannot, tiUIhehai written to her 
*' BcUbotu there. I own her appearance and be>- 
' haviour have interelled me much fer her, and I 

* have raJhly^ and perhaps imprudently offered her 

* a. temporary afylum in your houfe : with yoUf 
'' therefore may I beg fhe may remain till her let* 

* teis are anfwered; othcrwife,, aa I cannot think 

* myfelfjuilified in leaving fuch a young woman (b 
' expofed, I muA flay here with her, till flie is in a 

* Hate of greater fecUrity :— But, having every rea- 
*' ba to believe j>ou will readily comply with this 

* requeft, I flull without wailing a return, fet out, 

* and prefent toyou and Mifs Fitzarthur, whom I 

* fuppofe to be with you, my inconniie ; for I yet 
' know her by no other name than that of Adclifide, 
I and lb cautious was Ihe, that her tetter from Loqt 

' don. 
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' don was dirc^d to her by that name only ; what 
' this augurs I cannot at prefent difcOver, but I -am , 

* firmly perfuaded it i» no ill : — I know the idea 
'that fuggcfta itfelf to you ia either that your fa- 
' pient fon is taken in, or that he chufea this mc- 
' thodofiotroducingadaughter-in-law to you : the 
' latter is foundationlef*, I alTure you; as for the 

* former, I own it is not impollilile that after hav- 

* log efcaped impoficion on the other lldc of the 

* water, my credulity may be played on in the Bri- 
' tiSi dominions ; at this however I am not at all 
' concerned : if I err, it i> on the fideofburnsnity, 

* and if I hare any /kill in phyliognomy I Ihall not 
' repent what 1 have done. 

* I am furt bcr appearance mi\ operate wtth yow 
' in her'feTonr — fflie ti I imagine hardly twenty, 

* more than tolerably pretty, and by no means dc- 

* flcient In point of underftatdtng aBd education ; 

* flic fjwaksgood Engiidi, andif oneiaayjudgeby 

* external appearances, it a perfon of forfonc. t 

* really phy the uneaflnefs I occafion her j I am 

* convinced ftie is afraid of me, though I do all 1 
' can to infpire her with confidence ; (he ii aever 
' with me excepting at meals, or when fbe has any 

* thing on tchich (be wifhea to advife with me ; and 
' I have never yet feen her wiihout hef maid, who 

* feems wonderfully attached to her. 1 like Iter 

* caution and have told her fo. 

< Satislied chat though I may be the dupe of ani> 

* fice, you^ will admit a probability on the other 

, < fide 
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fide, I fl^ll venture to introduce ter as what llie 
appeari to be, anil am, with the i^otl afiedionate 
rcineinbiaDce of my cou£a, at)d the greaeeft tc^ 
ipc^ for youiielf, 

' Your very obediwit fan, 
' CHARLES STAV£NELL.' 
Mrs< Stavenell read the letter to bcifelf, and 
laughutg heartily a^ ir, gaw it to her nieoe, who 
Soiild not difcover tbe'occa&on of her mirth:— 
.Well, faid Mrs. SuveneU, whKt do you thkk of 
it ?— I ought JirA, Conflance aofnrerMl, to know 
wlat arc }i3ur fetuimentt. — Why thou, fudibe, I 
think Cbajles is Jskcn in indeed i^-I durU to figr 
4hcle nre wq Fireoch Mai^anH iluU had'nt raoaef 
enpugliia thcurpocketi to bnag them to miwB, And 
fo they thought if they could manage to make the 
gentleman treat 'em, why it wa» wry clever :— but 
for goodnefs faVe let's fee 'em— though may-be 
they'll give their beau the flip ; ten to one they'll 
not come here.— "Why AouU )S(»u drink fo Madam ? 
replied Conftance. — Becaufe it's moft natural to 
think fo, Mrs. Starendl returned. — I'll lay my 
life Charles's birds fly before they get here : — they'll 
i»iBC iMo London, hat depend i^wn ii not here ; 
they'll make tome txcafe to gat away, or take t 
Fnncii )e»TC of Mm, and the girli wilt be de^ 
limited to think how nice they took htm in :' but if 
ihey do come, why I fliall be wery glad to (3e 
them. 

. Thedifficahy wliicktbeftef ingonueusntfture*, 
' and 
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and who are unacquainted with tke deceits of the 
world, find tobelicTC othen can defign to impofe- 
OD them, inclined Conlbnce rather to fufpeA her 
sunt'i judgment, than to think with her : ihe cea- - 
eluded That this wai fome unhappj yonng woman < 
who deferred regard ; and, defirout to ko'iw if it ' 
was not in her power to fofteti whateverdilhets flie 
might labour under, ihe'waited for Mn'StareneU'i 
arriral with much lefs patience tbtn-for-Lord-Rey^ 
coltn't, whom in this new expc^atioa Mri. Stavo- 
nelli to her grelit re&ef, feemed almoft to have 
forgotten. Preparatbns- for the reception of Mr^ 
SUTcnell and hn ward were immediatel)' made, 
bis tnothcT nerenheUTi imagining all care 'for th« 
IMter, thoagh it wai neceflaiy, wai fuperfluoua* 



CHAP. XK, 



JlSTKESS. 



ABOUT fix o'clock in the eremug expe&ation 
ceafed, Mr. Stavenell snived, and entered 
(he room ai^tu .- aftw- the firft coogratnlaiioDs and 
ExprelSons of joy were over,- Conibnce'a hopes 
finking and her b^ra rifing, Mr.StaTeoell a&edhii 
mother if i e had ncetved hit letter: being an- 
fireied that ihe had,, before either of the ladies could 
make 
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make any ioquiriet, he faid— Then I may introduce 
JVfademoifelle j I could nor prevail on her to came 
ID till I had Jeen you, left by asiy accident my man 
fliouldDothaTebeenamved.--He then went down to 
fetch her, and Conftance, who felt for the aukward- 
at& of ber iituation, followed him, that Ihe niight 
leflen hei cmbairaffment by meeting her : the {tran* 
ger gueft was in the hall when Mifs Fitzar- 
thur reached it : fhe tooV her handt aQ<^ with es- 
. preffioni of the Gncereft welcome led her .to Mra. 
Stavenell, who could fcarcely forbear telling her 
how file had been deceived in her ojnnion of bet. 
Every infiance of kindnefi was received by the. 
flranger with polite gratitude, while CoilAance who 
wanted no other recommendation of her than her 
being diflrefledi bufied herfelf iu adjufting her bag- 
gage in her chamber, and in.endeavours to render 
the noveltj- of thefccnc lefa irkfomcto her. 

Mra. Siavencll's curioluy wa« excited to knonr 
fomething of her ilory, and more than Adeliude 
thought proper to reveal ; the faid little, appeared 
tbougbtful, and melancholy, and the lean fre- 
gently Rood tn her eyes. However in the.cotuie 
of the evening, fttrtunately.no vifitora coming in, 
fh£ grew encouraged by the reception flie had met 
with, her timidity leJKned, and file feemedincUned* 
to gratify •the impatience which Mrs Stavc- 
nclL could .neither fupprefg nor conceal : flie con- 
felTed that flic had left her mother's houfe under a 
pretence of Ti&ting a. relation Jit Calu^ but really 
mtli 
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w-jth an totention of coming to England ; (he added 
that (he had been puniflicd for her Tault, for thar 
Ihe had been moft cruelly deceived. 

•Hie little (he communicated did not anfiver the 
purpofe of allaying curiolity ; and Mrs. Starenelt 
flfked Co many queftions that Conftance heartily pi- , 
tied Adelaide'* fituaiion : at length after fupper, 
finding herfelf embarraffedi and, as if fearing a mif- 
conftf nation of her referve, fhe faid that as flie 
could not doubt t^e honour of thofe who had al- 
ready been fo generous to her, Ihe would not make 
a fecret of the occalion of her coming to England, 
and hoped that in return for her confidence, flie - 
Aould meet mth advice how (he (hould a&. Mri, 
StaveneU who would at any time have purchafed 
this amufement, joined by her fon and niece, aC- 
fufed her Ihe might depend on the moft inviolable 
fecrecy, and alt the advice and affiftancc they could ' 
give her : (he then, After a little hefitation, fald : 

' I am a native of Paris, and my name Ik Rouf- 

* fon ; my father wai of a refpeAed protefbmt fa- 
' mily,. and at the headof one of thefirA mercantile 

* houfes in France ; he has been dead near three 

* years, and I am his only child : a few months be- 
' fore his death he became acquainted with a gcntle- 

* man who was travelling thTOugh our country,,- 
' and who moft tmhapplly for me, chofc me as the 
' objc£t of his regard ; this gentleman afterwards 
' left U), and I faw Him no-more till about half a 

* yearagw: hethenrttumrd'to Patis, renewed his 

* acquaintance 
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* acquainUnce," and fcemg that the lof^ of my fa- 

* ther was indeed a mofi feverc one to inc, he pre- 
' vailed on my weakneft and credulity to confent to' 
' accompany him to Loodon, where I enpe&ei to 
' find my father's brother, who 1 knew would wil- 
' lingly receive me. 

* I was induced to this ill-jtidged determination. 
' equally by my hope of finding happincfs there, 
' and by the cenaimy that I coolfl never expe3 x 
' minute's comfort at boaie : my mother though an 
' Englilh wtfflian, is io coBfequenx:e of a. foreign 
' education, of the Roman church, and foon after 
' the death of my father married a gentleman of the 
' fame peffualioQ : the natural confequcnce of thi* 
*- was my living in a ftdte ot continual perfecutton ; 
' all means were tried to prev^l on me to become 
' a convert to their opinions, but a« my father, pcr- 
■ haps fbrc&eing this, had taken the uimoA care to 

* confirm mc in the principles in which I hadbaen 

* educated, I withjlood thdr attempts. I do not, 

* pretend, to fay that this was the motive to my 
' leaving my native country, hut it was a ftrong. 
' perfuaGve aided by my own inclination. 

' My mother had a JiAer wha lived within a few 

* miles of Calais, whofa religious principles were 
' the fame as her's : thither I was invited, but as 
' I knew the purpofc for which I was to go, I had 

* for a long ttma evaded it : I now wctpted it as a 
' means of efcape from my mother's hgufe ; and it 

* va» agreed between Imo who has fa dcvnved ma 

and 
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' -* and myfelf, that he Ihould meet roe at s finall 

* difUnce from my aunt's, that we Ihould then go 
' on to Cal^a, and embark in the next Packet for 
' England; but he was not at the place appointed': 

* my areilion again to encounter perfecution, and 
' a hope that I might meet him at Calui, urged me 
' to proceed : I came to the inn at which I knew 

* -wc were to wut the Culing of the vcflel ; there, 

* half mad with terrorand vexation, my refoluiioa 

* not to return home Hill mod unreafonably itv 

* creafing ; without a creature whofe face I had 

* ever feeh, excepting my maid, 1 remaned three 

* days. I theh determined to fulin the next Pac- 

* Itet, if any ladies were gcnng— In thli I 
' waj difappointed, there were no ladies, aa3 I 
' could not learn the name oF any paffengcr but 

* Mr. Stavenelli^an Xmglifh Gentleman : a ihougfat 

* fugge(tedltfelf that I might alk hii protedion ; i 

* was grown fo delperate tliat I could not judge be- 

* tween propriety and impropriety, and I took the 

* unpardonable liberty of writing to him : how 
' troublefome 1 have fince been to him is too well 
' known.' 

And pray faid Mr. Stavcnell when (he ceafed, 
not to talk of trouble, for I gratified royfelf muA 
more than I could afliil you, what do you purpofe 
doing ? —you caAnot think of returning to Paris !— 
I mult, replied Adelaide ; but, if I might h^e 
permiilioa to remain here a few day*, I would not 
do it till I have written to my mother, and made 
fome 

u,0J,-f-n,CoO^^lc 



A N o t s l/ 97 

ibme conditions on which I might fafcly return.— - 
Mrs. Stavenetl, who was too much -pleafed with 
the oddity of this adventare tothinkof pirringwirh 
her goeft, fald it muft not be,— flic muft not write, 
llie (hould be her Vifitor for months to come, ani 
added, — I am fure my niece's fece fays yon muft 
not go. Con llance joined her wifliea to Mrs.Starc- 
nell's invitation, and Adelaide accepted it till flic 
tould return, fecure From all the evils (he had en^ 
dured, to her mother. 

It waa ¥ery unwillingly that Conftance luhmit- 
to theneceflkry fcparation at the hour of reft; Qw 
accompanied Adelaide to her chamber, where het 
maid was waiting forher; and as the girl undferftood 
not one wixd of Englifli, her prefence was no re< 
Itraint on half an hour's converfation ; the ladies 
parted with mutual regret, and with a reciprocal 
promife that (he who rofe firil fhotrid awake the 

la the moming Conftance went into Mademoifelte 
RouCon's chamber, and'foundher riling; u foon 
as flie was dreft and they were alone, Adelaide fawJ 
iOie had a requefi to make which Ihc hoped would 
not be refufed her : this was that her being in Eng- 
land might he kept fecret, that therefore flie mi^t 
be called only by her'chrtftian name, and be futTer- 
ed to retire when any vifitors came to the houfe. 
With this Conftance faid fbe did not doubt her aunt 
would yery- readily comply, and flie would men- 
tion it to her. At brcakfaft (he performed her prt>. 

Vol. I. ■ F . mift 
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iuile, audit wag agreed tkat Mademoifellefliould 
be known by no other name than Adelaide. 

She wrote that day to tell her mother where the 
WM, and to ofier, on condition fhe might remain un- 
inolcIUd on religious fubjedji, to return to her imnie- 
diately : fhe Ihew^d her letter to Mr. StaTCDcll, who 
having confidercd it, hid he Feared the lending it 
-would be . attended with danger :r — What, laid he, 
.would you d(^ if inftead-of an anfwer to thb letter, 
people fhould be Tent to demaod you, and talic you 
home } we could not juflify detaining you :— you 'had 
thereforebetteiletme write to your friends, and that 
they may not knew where to feekyou, tbelranfwex 
{hail be dircjied to me at the inn at Dover tvhere you 
were, and I will write by thi fame poft to Mrs. 
Belchier to defire it may be.forwarded to me.— Thi» 
fbbetne wa» adopted, . and immediately put iti.cxp- 
cutioo. 

Although Conftance wiihed that Adelaide's mo- 
ther might be difpofed to receive her, fbe could not 
without regret think of bfiog the pleafure Ihe had 
fo newly found : every hour improved ber opinion 
trf the Itrauger, and djfcovered her to be well worth 

■ the attention aud regard pmd her: had her merit 
been lefo, pity would Aill have been interefied for 
her; but now elleem and copipallion were equailr 
called on. Se had fuffered much from the bigotry 
of her modier and relations ; Jhe flill fuSered undu 
ftcopfbiou&ersofhaving done wrong in leaving bor 

..i^ily clandciUoely ; but luither of thefe caufes of 
forrdw 
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ferrow wai to be put la compariron with the (Ii£ip> 
paiDtmcat (he bad experienced : on this fubjed Ihe, 
vben aloae with Confiooce, frequently coDverfei] ; 
Ihe Gommuaicated tocher every circumftance of it, 
excepting the aame of the aggreilbr, which from 
fltotives of flill remainiDg afle^on fhe chofe to c<»i- 
ceal, aad her narrative excited in her friends i&dig- 
Matiou at that, which, to fay the leaft of it, was an 
adof waatOD cruelty. 

The attachment between the two ladies was fo 
flroag, that as the fecrecy one defired made her 
Aadloufly avoid company, the other would willing- 
ly have fliared her folirude; but this Conftance 
could not always prerail oq Adelaide to permit : 
trom public araufemcntB, and in a great raeafure 
from other engagements, file got excufed ; but the 
cot^ not avoid feeing thofe who came lo the houfe, 
nor omit her vifits to Lord Farfiford's liftera. Mrs. 
StaveneH's inclinations now coincided with her 
wifhes, &e was fo fond of Mademoifelic that Ihe in 
every thing confuLted her eafe and gratification : 
left flie Ihould be furprifed by the fuddcn entrance 
of thofe whafe intimacy would not allow of cerc> 
mqny, {he changed her lii[ing~room, and both0ie and 
her niece were always called out when vifiiors came; 
when fhe had compiny to dinner, a feparate one 
was provided in another room for Adelaide, and Ihe 
exerted hcrfelf Co effeauelly, and impofed fuch fi- 
lence on her fervants, that her being there remained 
a profound fecret. 

F a .ConttJ«c« . 
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jCoaSaacc wouU, aa flic knew fflie might fafely, 1 
liaTe introduced Lady Maria Pcryton to her; but 
tht fear that if «ny degree of reftrslnt were taken 
offMrs. Stavenell, flie would relax rhe whole, de- 
terred her, and flic wis apprehenfivc left any acci- 
dent fliould excite fufjticioa la Lady Emma : for, 
thefe reafons flie gave up the additional pleafure 
which flie might otherwife hxn derived fiom ad- 
jnjtting Lady Maria. 

.Herdmepaffednow very agreeably ; "Lord'Fam- 
ford gave her no uneifinefs ; Ihe faw hig fillers fre- 
quently, but waa not obliged to pefTevere in a round 
of diSipatioa : Ihe found in Adelaide. an amiable 
companion, and was unfpeakably happy in feeing 
her endeavours' to calm her anxiety, and reconcile 
her to her fate were not ineffelftual: Mrs. Stave- 
nell's frequent engagements, and the pleafure fhe 
took in the fociety of her new gueft, fared her niece 
from much of her raillery, and nothing was wanting 
to complete her felicity but fatisfadiion refpcftingthe 
caufe of Lord Reycolnl's ftay, which now and then 
gave her concern. 

As foon as it could 'be eipcfted an anfwcr come 
to Mr. Staveuell's letter : the family were at dinner 
when it arrived; thebloodforfook Adelaide's cheeks 
' andfliewasin ^n uriiverfal tremor while Mr. Stave- 
nell openedit : he glanced his eyes over it, andflie 
bang unable to fuppreft her anxiety till he fpoke, 
faid — pray Sir, what-^You ffliall know it» contents, 
he replied, bilt you mu^ &t& recotlcft yourfeK-^ 
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S not Tuch an anfwcr as yoii wiflicd, but be affured 
that every thing that can fofien its fcTerity (hall be 
done : if your friends defert you, ftrangcrs ftiall 
fupply theiv place.— He then gave her tile letter 
which contained hut a few lines, and was written 
in FrCDCh by Monfieur Bermond, her father-in-law. 
In it he faid that Mademrafelk RouSbn having with- 
out any provocation left her mothers houfe, flte 
could on no terms be received there again, nor did 
" flie ever defira to fee hsr if flie continued as ob- 
ftinate as Ihe had hitherto been. 

Ttic- cruelty of this, which was in effed a renun- 
ciaiion of her, Adelaide felt deeply ; but her kind 
friends faFd every thing that could comfort her : 
Mn. Stavcnell affured her that while Ihe chofe to 
continue_ in England^ (he fliould with her cMr find 
shome; and her fon added that £nce her mother 
or tier mether's relations faw no fin in abandoning 
her, he, who conlidered hintfelf as her proiedor, 
and refponfible for what befel her, Oiould be very 
cautious, if at any time they relented, of fuffering 
her to return tp a place where (he could eipeft fo 
little kindnefs.. 

A little railed by thcle exprefliont of friend Ihip, 
Mfldemoifellc endeavoured to check the torrent of 
tears fo unexpected a repulfe had occafioned : die 
received the conTolation offered her with gtaticuiJe, 
and liitened to the arguments Mr. Stavenell ufed to 
convince hei that a greater miafortune than this 
F 3 might 
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migbt haTc befallen her, if her relatioDi had, t 
pretended luiulnefi, decoyed her home. 
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P£KVLKXirT. 

MADEMOISELLE Ronflbn lud now ex- 
perienced the ble£Eiig( of frieadibip umL 
lioTpitalttjr near a fortnight, id which tine iltebad 
become po0efled of the confidence of Mils Fkiar- 
thur, and m return had imparted CTCiy pamcubrof 
her misfortune eic^ing that whicb flte begged 
permiffion to conceal, the name of him who bsd de- 
ferted her : whatever communicationi fhemade in- 
creafed the affeftion of ConAance, the prafped of 
whole marriage was rendered ple^ng tn her by die- 
hope that fbe Should enjoy Adelaide*! fociety. 

But MifsFitzanhm be^n to grow really anxioai 
for Lord Reycolm, and to fear ibal Ibme accident, 
more dreadful than (he had hitherto aj^rehended, 
had detained him ; if it wat fuch an one as prevent- 
ed his writing, it ought reafonably to alarm her; 
yet it wa» only to Mademoifelle RoulTon that Ihe 
dared exprcls ^ny unealinefs ; had flie ingenuoufly 
told 
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tots Mrs. Sta»eneU whit Ihe feU, file full weU knew 
file flioutd dnw on herfL-lf, not only her railleryi 
but the ridicule of miui^ wbom her aunt would Aw 
(tioiifly inforaa of tliU corioboration of faei fulpici- 
OUE, frkkh had always iaftru^d her to believd 
bcc niece dUembled. 

The fufpence which Lard Reycolro'i vux- df 
j((ie6tuaUiy occsfiooed, itnd her feart for hU fafety 
Trere incrcafcd by Loril Druinfernc's writing to Mr», 
Stavenell to kno* whether Oie had heard of him, 
«Bd e'x{H-effin^hi»m>nderathHfikt>ceatidiHs ftayi 
aoxiety was hoWtver in a. few <fay« leOcBed : but 
perplexity incrcafcd. - Lord Famford called one 
fBoraiflg at Ma. Stavenell's, and as foon a» Mtf* 
Fhzarthur entered the room — ^Wbat will you give 
tax. Madam, faid he, for the very belt iDtelligrn« 
you can receive ?— -Haw you-itto fell? returned 
OoDllance. — Ye«, he replied ; when you hear, i^ 
yeu will owa I liad ; — ^Lord Reycolm ie in towih 
—In town ! flic repeated, while the colour rofe in 
her cheeki ;-»are you fure ofii^ Lord Farnford. 
^^ay, my dear Madam, f^d he, do not be lb 
alarmed : I dare fay you will fee him fosn : — why 
I have quite lighted up your countenance i— if I bad 
known ihow.ivrjr deeply you were intereAed, I 
would have been more cautious. — Poor thin^, in- 
terrupted Mri. Stavenell, vrtiowai the only perfon 
belide Lord Farnford prefent with Conllance, flw 
hiu been very miferable a long wUle, but flie would 
set o\ra : flu thought ia every body was blind but 
F 4 . herfelf. 
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herfeTf.— 1 own, replied ber niece, that t wai at 
firil furprifcd at what Lord TunSori faid, and I 
dare fay ma'm, ifyoirhad not heard it before, you 
were cfiwilly fo^-Oye«, my dear, faid Mrs. Stare- 
ntll, I was Taflly furprifed; — did'nt I look very 
red and very pale } Lord Famford, juA as ihe did« 
—Not quite info g;re«t a degree, he replied laugh- 
ing, but you muft make allowances ; — confidcr.— 
I fbconfider, refumed Mrs. Stavenell, and all 1 ant 
angry at is flie'a fo fly flie w«n't own it. — What 
would you have me own ) replied Conftance, hearts 
t)y vexed at the folly and impertinence with which 
(he was befet. — ^The truth, faid her aunr, and not 
pretend as you don't care for Lord Keycolm. — I do 
not pretend, anfwered Conlhuice, that I do not care 
for him ; but really you' think I deceive yoa when 
I fpeak my real fentimcnts ;— ^)ut pray, faid flie, 
addrefling herlelf to Lord Faroford, when was be in 
town ?— You (halt know, Madam, returned her iit- 
former, with an affefled and ridiculou* gravity ry 
as precifely as 1 can tell you. — It was not I, but a 
gentleman of my acquaintance, who met him, I be- 
lieve, in Bond-dreet — no, let me be right, it was 
in Albemarle-flreet : up(»i my honour I cantiot re- 
coiled at this inftant which llreet it was in ; but I 
am rather inclined to think, from fome circum- 
ilance$, that it was Bond-Qreet, 1 can inquire and 
let you know. — I will, if you pteafe, get it in 
writing under the hand of the perfon who &v him. 
—I fuppofe, laid Coofta'ace, to whom his wit wa« 
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notnearfoagrecablfe Mto Mrs.Stavenell,3fourlord- 
Ihlp chofe to forget the queftion I tSked WM vibta 
Lord Kcycolm was in t<»^n, cot where he was met* 
—I beg your pardon, replied Loid Faraford :^~iQ- 
deed, Mifs Fitzarthur,. it is rime Lord Rey- 
colm {hould come, tlat we may fee you Imitc 
a^ain ; but 1 will tell you as exactly as pofiible, ax 
this diflancc of lime, for 1 had my iDtelligcace above ' 
tu) hour ago .—I. believe, tf my memory does not 
fail me, but I will not be refppnllble for the correft- 
nefa of tlie account, thatit muA have beta about . 
for^-fii mioiites part three, fn^ meridian, on Tuef- 
day the eighth ot the prelea; month. — ^How much 
your lordiliip's wit had been obliged to you, anfwer- 
ed Conilance, with a fmik of conteropr, fijr fpar- 
ing it fo ufelefs an exertion, had you only faid on 
Tuefday ! that would abundantly have latlafied me. 
—Indeed, interpofed Mre. Siavenell, my dear, I 
muftn't have you fo crofs :— fiippofe my Lord had 
a. fancy to divert bimfelf, pray wberc's the great 
harm of it.? but as he {&ys, we fhallullbe glad ' 
whep Lord Reycolm comes. — Oh, faid his lordihip, - 
Mils Fitzarthur rauft be eicufed, — you muft not be 
lb fevere.— Come, Madam, I will take your parti! 
kt me be your advocate.— When I ftand iu need of- 
fuch an one,"faid ConCUnce, endeavouring to diC- 
guife her veiation, I will apply to your lordihip, 
but may 1 beg leave to return to the employment 
I was called from ^-rHowcan you be fo cruel, ■;;• 
, pUed Lord Farpford, as to deprive us of the p!qa- 
F 5 furo 
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pleafure of your compaoy ? Do y«u (hintc 1 caa 
ftay after you are gone ?— Fie, my lord, Mrs. 
StaTenell interfDpced : fuppofing fhe Ihould tell 
her beau, hctl fay, you*;e been a making; lore to 
liis wifc^May I go ? pray madam, faid Con- 
^Dce, to whom this wis intolerable.— Aye, if yoa 
hke it, replied her aunt. — She then making a flight 
courtefey to Lord ^arnford, aod defiring her com- 
plnnenta to hii fifteri, glKi_ to get away at any 
ntc, 6ew up fiain to Adelaide, to whom Ok re- 
laxed what had paffed, and who, bdng acquainted 
-with the obligation Conftance -was under, fhared 
her Airprife at hearing Lord Reycolm had been 
ieen in town nearly a week before : (he thought it 
probable that he might not know where to lind 
CoslIaBCe ; but thi* could not be, and flte was fooit 
convinced of it's impoffibility. 

A fufpicion now aiofe in Mifs Fitzarthor's mind 
diat his inclinations were changed, and that there- 
fore he avoided her : to this, were it Co, Ihe could 
have fubmitted, but that which gave her the moH 
uneafinefs was the fear left he or his friends fhouid 
tbiok the'proroife fo binding as not to admit of an 
excvfeforita non-performance. She now wifhedflie 
bad alked Lord Farnford whether any reafon had 
been given by Lord Reycolm for his being ia 
Englajad without the knowledge of hia Father ; but 
her difguft at the folly Ihe had jud been witnefs to 
wa« fo great, that flie could not tbink. of returning 
fo the parkiur, where he Aill was, to procure any 
informatios ; 
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infornmion : ihe bad, nothing thnvTore left lo d» 

but to w^ the event patiently. 

Before dinner flic (aw Mr. StiTcneU alone, toU 
him vbat Lord Farnford had faiil, and a&ed bis 
ppinion of tfac alpc^ which Lord Rejcolm'i being 
■privatsly in town ■wort,—~l am inclined to thinlif 
Mr. Stavenell replied, that either it it a mifiakc* 
or- that Fortiibrd had a nuod to Vj you : but if 
ht is in town depend on it you v'dl flwrtly bear of 
bim. 

TIus predi£lion watfoon fulfiHed, for about a 
quarter of an hour before dinner time Lord Rey- 
calm Aopped at.the door. .No entreatiet could pre- 
T^ on Adelaide to Hay ; ihe made it an in- 
Tanablerule to retire when any one came, and 
Ok adhered to it now : Mr. SiaTenell, who was 
with his nMther and Confiancc, went down to re- 
ceive bim. The carriage and horfea appearing to 
be juli come off a journey, Conftance immedi- 
ately concluded thai Lord Famfbrd'a aqcount wai 
not true, and prepared berfelf, not without fbme 
little perturbation, to lee him who waa to be the 
future partner of her tife. Hn. Stavenell diverted 
berfelf with fancying her niece infinitely more 
agitated than fhe really vat, and her raillery ceafed 
not till Lord Reycolm entered the roooi ; be toojc 
her hand without fpfak'riig, then qiuMed her, anj 
addrefled himlelf to Mrs. Stavenell, and . retumii^ 
to Coilflance, faid — I am fo afhamed of baring 
been aUeitt for lb long a time after I b^d |^ven you 
F 6 rcal^ 
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'reafon to exptSt me, that I would not increale my 

fault by deferring the pleafare of fesing; you lire 

minutei longer, otherwife you fhould have been 

" apprifed of my coming : I fear you muft have 

thought me very remirs : do you forgive me ? 

Lord Drunrfeme, replied Conftance, know^, 1 
hope, of-your being in En^and, he has written to 
my aunt. — I wrote to him, faid l^rd Reycolm, 
■ad he knows by tbtt time that I am come : 1 
fhell Hay but a few days in London, and then ga 
down to him. — Well, interrupted Mrs. Sravenellr 
Vm glad my lord, you're come, for my niece, in 
fptie ofall fhe can fay, I'm fure flie'i been ex< 
cefBve nneafy, and fo croft ^ ibe woud'nt let u* 
fpeak to her. 

To difengage her from the pdn of beingobliged 
to liften to that which was obvioufly very dif- 
agre^able to her, Mr Stavenell drew Cbnftaoce to 
a little diflance, and fwd — Lord Famford was 
•icher' deceived hintfelf, or be meant to laugh at 
you, for Lord Reycolm fays he left Dover but 
tbia morning : I aiked bim without repeating what 
I had'beard, when be landed; he told me lalt 
night, and that he kt out early this morning for 
town, fo that you have nothing to apprehend: 
I know what your fears were, and fhould have 
been very much hurt had any thing in his conduA 
given reafon to fufpeS he flighted.you. 

The fufpicion of Lord Reycolm:'* having been 
printdy ia town wm remoTcd from CtmOance's 
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mind, but that he did not meet her vnth any ex- 
traordinaEjr degree of pleafure was evident : flie, 
however forbore fayin|f fo to Mr. Stavenell, left 
it might feem 10 arife from a confcioiirneft of fetf 
importance, or from difappointed nktaxy, A few 
nttautes converfation confirmed her in the opinion 
that Ldrd Reycolm's mind was not perfeftly at 
eafe : there was a rellraint in his behaviour, a want 
of cordiality in his expreffiona of joy at returning 
to his native country, that indicated more than 
appeared : he feemed fcareely able to recolleft 
himfelf, and his anfwen were often contradiftory 
and perplexed. His looks too tended to firengthen 
this prefnmption; he was much fallen away and 
appeared deje^sd : this Mrs. Stavenell remarked to 
him, and he accounted for it by faying — tha( fincc 
he wrote to Mifs FitKarthur, he had fallen from 
hu horfe, and had been fo much hurt as (o make 
it doubtful whether he (houW ever recover. 

After a flay of about t^mtaiy ntintites, to the 
aflonifltment of all, he rofe to take his leave; he 
was urged to Day dinner, but was not to be pre- 
vailed on.; he faid he propofed going down to hk 
father's the next day, and when he returned 
would wait on Mrs. Stavenell. Before he quitted 
the room a fervant came to fummon the family to 
djimer, but even this did not alter his pnrpole : 
though he had difmilTed his carriage and fervants, 
ai if he had at firfl. intended (laying, and it riuned 
very fait, he let out .on foot, and left Mrs. Stave- 
nell 
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nell, ber niece, ind her fon, wholly at i l<tfi to ac- 
count for his conduA. 

Had. he accepted Mn. Stavenell's InTitatiou, . 
Adelaide would have dined alone ; but now Codo 
ilauce went to her to fetch her.^-Come -mademcn— - 
Telle, faid flie, come to dinner, my lord is gone, 
J— Gone returned Adelaide, is it paffible ?— It b io- 
deed, Conilance anCwered ; he was prefled to flay, . 
.but would not. I am afraid there is fomething. 
concealed, but I mu& thitik of -it : come, my aunt 
. waits for ua. They then went down together, but 
Mifs Fityarthur's appetite was entirely loft j flic 
was furprifed and hurt at what the bad fcen, and 
fearful left Mrs. Staveneil fliould begin to comment ' 
<«i it before the fervanta quitted the room ; to avert 
this llie endeavoured to flart other topkt, but no 
one feemcd Inclined to conserfatiun, nor could fhe - 
fupport it. Atlafttbey wereleft tothem^eWes, and 
Mrs. Stayenell, who had with an extraordinnry dp- - 
gree of prudence fcaiained fiknt, now began to cz- 
ptefa her aftoniftuneBt, by violent exclamations, at 
.LordReycolm's rudencfs in going aw^y juft as lUn- 
.ner was fent up : if ibis was prench raanners, God 
keep ber, (he faid. from tbea ; £of ftie. never law 
any thing fo abominable.—} 4* '"^^ ^^^\i teplied 
her fon, that it was fo rude W odd ; it » not his 
.breach of ciTility towards us, but .the apparent 
.flight of Mifs Fitzarthur that ftartlci mc : we ought 
noti howBver, to condemn uuheard, he may be able 
io account for it; and indeed gipat allowances 
fliould 
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ftKnild be made, for be feenu very far from w«H ; 
kt ui draw do conclufioai till we bare (eea him 
•gain J be might be under a neceffiiy of keeping 
Ibme appointment, and nught have only a few mi- 
nutes to Ipare, if fo, his com'mg here u an argu- 
ment in his favor, — Don't talk of arguroenta, fald 
Mrs. Starenell, I can fee with half an eye whether ' 
a man behaves as he fliould do j would any body 
bcliete a* Lord Reycohn had been away above 
three year*, and my niece was to be the woman he 
was to be married to, to fee him come in, juft at 
if we had been all people be never faw before i 
and then when be.was fat down, and began to talk, 
did ever any body fee any thing like blm } I vow 
he feemed to me as if he could not fay yea or nay. 
—He appeared to be ill, anfwered Mr. Stavenell, 
jiou heard him fay he had had a fall from his hbrfe i 
you muAuotbear too hard; want of health wUlex> 
cufe many things. — Aye indeed it may, returned 
Mrs. Stavenell, who feemed ferioufly to refent hit 
behaviour, and in whofe o[nnion Coaftance could 
not but concur ; but it will never excufettui, not 
you Ihan't perfuade me that becaufe perhaps he 
had the head-ach, he cou'dn't fay — I'm glad to 
fee ye.— I admit what you fay, Mr. StavcneU repljr 
' ed, but let me beg of you not to draw concluGoni 
till you have feen him again.-^You may do ii you 
picafe for that faid his mother, but thoughts arc 
free, and I (hall do at I like about it. — What do 
you fay to it, Mi& Fitzanhur ?— X am' incfocd,' 
faid 
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faid Conftance, to follow Mr. Stavenell'i example 
and fufpeod my judgeiDcnt rill I he farther : Lord 
Reycolm can naoll probably give a very fatiifac- 
tory reafon for what furptlfet U9, and, if it is not 
riie refult of any offcnc&I l>!iT« given him, lihall. 
reft.fatiafied. 

Mrs. Stavenell wa* not at all difpofeff to fub' 
nrit to th'i fufpenlion of tier judgment, flie flill 
perfifted in exclaiming at Lord Reycolm's rude- 
nefs, and feemed not a little vexed that neither hee 
fon or niece joined her;, the refeniment of the 
latter ihe did all in her power to excite, reprefenti 
ing h)« behaviour as delignedly affi-onliog, calling 
te- her remembrance hit want of punctuality in ths 
dme of hit return, and exaggerating every circumr 
ftaoce. Conllance heard her without interruption, 
■Bd when Ihe ceafed, wilhing to get Hd of tha 
converfation, (he faid,, that were it only from Lord 
Aeycolro's ?ifit that flic were tojudge, (he fcoold 
imagine hi» coolnefs the coafequcnce of a change 
(rf' fentiments, but that as he had deferied his jour- 
"ney till lb long after the time he named for it, (he 
fuppofed libira of importance had detained bimj 
«nd might dill occupy his mind ; but that whether 
^us, or illnefs, or any other reafon were to be aC- 
figned for it, the acquiefcing in Mr. Stavenell'a 
charitable determination not to condemn unheard 
could be productive of no bad confcquencet, and 
was jultice, to which not only Lord ReycolnT but 
■lltkewocki was entitled. — I have heard (ay,, re- 
plied 
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fGtd Mrs. StaTcntll to her niece, that they that 
wilt bear ill ufagc, dcferves to be ill ufed ; and if 
you like Aich behaviour well aod ^ood ; but 1 
know that if I wa* aa you I would ncTer fee Lord 
Reycotm ag^. — O madam, ma^ani) faid her {aa, 
you muft not talk fo : I hope my coufin' will fee 
him, and fufier him- to account for thefe un&Tout- 
able appearance*. — I will give him credit for be- 
having to hetj and to every body with. honour : da 
tiot be too harOii Nc^wJthlla&diag all that was 
faidi Mr*. Stavenell would not give up. Adelude 
who had borne no part in the conTcrfation no^ 
-quitted the room, and Coaftance prefently after foW 
lowed her. 

Though her temper was naturalLy mild, , flie wM 
aot without padioDS ; and {he could not but be 
offended at the coldneft and extreme indiffereoce 
which Lord Reycolm had manifcfted : what Mn. 
Stavenell had fdd fhe owned to Adelaide had.nioK 
leafon with it than (he dared while with her tO' 
allow: ill health tiught haTe ezcufed him iiroia 
feeing her, but furely if he was able to esprefit 
any fentiments, thofe of joy on hit returnr tf he had 
fek it, Were as eafily erpreOcd, and at natural at- 
any other i that he had not determined when be 
came, to make fo flwrt a vifitr Ihe was convinced 
from lus fending away hit carnage ; and flie b^ 
gan to queftion herfelf whether it might not be 
fomething in ber reception of him that had dif* 
gulled him; but after much tJunking on the fu1>> 

■ j.a , 
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jcaftit resumed to her firft refoliuio* to fufp«nJ 
heroudgment : flw waa iwt deficoua tocooceal ftoni= 
Adelaide how much (be was iatercfled and agi- 
tated : her friend fyrapathized with her, ''^ ^p- 
proved her determlwitioB to releafe Lord Rsycolm . 
froai bis pronrifc, if oaoaother interview ibe had 
stafoa to fufped an»lieMiion ofhii affeftions. 

' Mm. StaTcdell had a large <ard-party in the 
evening, at which Conftance was. obliged to be ' ■ 
pitfcni : that the wai not in fpirit* wai iiBintdiatel/ . 
iifcotercd, bui M neither Lord Farnford nor bi» 
fifcri were th!H«, flie cfcBped with a.fi»ali p^rtiott 
ef niliery. The ooinpany flaid late, and fli* re- ■ 
tired to her chamber mentally and corporally (»- - 
tigued J yet flw did not clofe her eyes during the 
whole nt the mght: what had. psfled in the day 
btfuUy engrofltd hec iheughta that all incUnuioD ' 
to iietf waa totally baoillied : the farcfaw much 
uDCHfinefa in, Sore for her, for though flic would 
draw, no condufion from Lord Reycolm's beha- - 
yionr,-{hehad but too much. caufe to imagine that . 

' had he bees left lo follow, his own 'inclination, Jie 
would have forborne hie viHt, that in fo long an : 
abfence bit attachment to her ,had Tdaxed, was. 
not Ihe thought ciintioal ; bnt what< wai lo become ^ 
of her if h^r f»3icr fliould obHge him to the per- 
formance of his engigemcRt ? Qa knew: that Sir 
£dward was tci^ aaxioaa for the match, he bad 
frequently faid, the whole happinefs of his life and . 
of ber!i depri»'cdi>iiit, and Ihe feared a diiappoint- 
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ment mould be an infupportable affli^tioir R> him. 
After having rununated fome time on thit, fhe bbimed 
herfelf for fo precipitately Aippofing^ a irilh to be 
exonerated from i»» prondfe was the reafon of Lord 
Keycolm'a aidineit ; ii might be accidental, it 
might be umntcncionaL;. perhaps hii fuddes return 
might haTe-oTcrpowerad his faculties, or fome us- 
fortunate accident might have dejeAed Un : all 
tfiefe allowances and fuppofittona Ihe candidly made 
&x him, but with a ftrengthemng reTolutioa never 
to be hi* wife if Ibe bad jn^ otde to btlkve hfi 
vi&ed hit engagemeot tnmulkd. 



CHAP. XIV. 

IvDirFEXENCE* 

JC S foon ai Cpnflancc rafe in the morning Ade- 
laide came to her. — I am fure, fdd flie, you 
have enjoyed your own thoughts long enough ; it 
is not right to fit alone when we arc low fpirited ; 
you know you tell me fo— come, let me return fome 
part of your Idndnefi, and endeavour to raift your 
fpirits. — I am not in low fpirits, anfwered Con- 
&zace : I believe I fhouid find, were I to make an 
impartial inquiry, that .it is' my pride that is 
wounded, t foolifiily imagined that feeing me 
would 
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wonrd' Have a wondeiftil cffeA on Lord Reycoliiw 
and my Tanity it no more than properl]' mortified. 
If I'could be fo filly 'as to fuppofe that in fo long 
an abfence, employed in travelling, to fee what- 
ever was ma& worthy, obferration, he conld meet 
nothing thai would more engage his attention 
than myfetf, I delerve whatCTcr 1 fut^r : but who 
can fay what the caufe of bis dejefUon U ? he 
may perhaps, in quiting the continect, have 
parted from fome valued friend, fame cl«fc con- 
■&e£Uoa.in^. have been broken, 'and it u impoflible 
while fuch a wound remains unhealed, either to 
recnve or exprefs pleafure.— It may be fo, fa^d 
Adelaide, and you are very good to fuppofe it 
may : if frienddiip ii the tie broken he will fooiL. 
recover it by feditg you;, and even if it is fome 
clofer attachmcBt, Iris Arayad bean may return to. 
you. — Indeed, replied Conftanee, if I difcover that 
any fuch attachment is the caufe of it, his lirajed. 
heart never fliall return to me ; not that I fbould 
be-grati£edby refeothig his little coiumand «ver 
bimfelf, but becanfe I would not for the -wofld 
be the occaGon of his unhappinefs ;. and who 
knows bul be. maj'. have facrificed a much more ar- 
dent paflion than he ever felt or profefled for me, 
to his.fenfe of honor and obligation ? — who knows 
but at this moment fome deferving woman may be 
lamenting bis prior engagement, and in the. agony, 
of difappointed affedUon, wifliing I had ne«cr ex- 
ifledf— It is poflible'that Lord, Reycolm,. himfcli 
maj. 
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"Way be a ifittei'dbjeilrof pity than-refrtJtmeDt, and- 
I afliire you I am fiimre when I fajr that, fup- 
foling this ihe cafe, J fhould hav« iocxprdSble 
.pleafure in making fuch a renuaciatioo as would 
kave him at liberty : the worll I fear is, by avow- 
ing this dilpolitioa to encourage Lord Farnford, 
and that Lord Reycolm's depm^ture from hii ia- 
tentioni flioutd offend my father. 

Her appearance fufficiently declared how ill Om 
bad reAed ; JV'ri. Stavcnell, when they met ae 
breakfaft, noticed it, and attributing it to it's true 
caufe, encouraged her refentment. Lord Calorne 
called in at noon, and Conflance fat in £:ar left' . 
Liord Reycolm's condud flwuld he fubmittcd-t9 
bis judgment ; but her aunt liad enlarged her flock 
of prudence on the occafion, faying nothing more 
than tliat he was come. As Too n as he was gone 
flie went out, and returned no more till dinner 
time: a commiflion af complimentB from Lord 
Fomford's family informed ConAance to what 
quarter her Tifit bad been, and fhc ^d not doubt 
that the fvbjeft upperraoft in beridind bad bee'a 
fully difcnlFed : this did not pleafe her, at fbe 
feared it ''mi^t give Lord Fatnfard new hopes, 
and take off from the reftraini with which he bad 
lately behaved lo her. 

Id the evening Mrs. Stavenell was engaged from 

home; and her &iu, her niece, and Adelaide, re- 

tnained together ; their conTcrfation turned on 

^at Tutged wUch had for j])e laft twenty>four 

hours 
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houn occu|Med their attentioa, but CoaAaoce, do 
firing, left flu lliould paft fucfa a night as the laft^ 
tbatTome other topic might be introduced, Lord 
Reycolm Wat no more meationed. About nmc 
o'clock Mr. Siavenell was goiog out< when a mef- 
lage canw frftm Lord Reycolm to Mrs.'StavencU- 
and Mils Fiuarthur, fignifying that he would dine 
with them die next day : what anfwer it were 6eft 
to return, Conftancc could not at the moment dc- 
teroiue : fhe applied to Mr. StaTcnell, who will- 
bg to alfift her, feat the fcrront out of the room, 
and aflted her what (he would fay. — I do noc 
know, flie replied; I cannot decline it, becaufe 
we have so dinner engagemenfv and yet I wijl 
not fay, / fhall be glad to fie hun.— -Gire me a 
card, £aid Mr. Stavenell, I will contrive for you. 
He then wrote : 
* MrB. Starencll being from home, Mr. Stare- 

* nell takes upon him to anfwer for her and Mi& 

* Fitzanhuti that they will expedt' the honor of 

* Lord Reycolm's company to dmoer to-m^^ri^w.* 

Thui was Conftance effedually and adroitly ex- 
tricated friHn her difficulty, and (he hoped this pro. 
mifed interview would enable her to form « 
dedfive opinion ; yet flie could not forbear obferv- 
ing the inconfiftfncy of Lord Reycolm's words 
and a£tioni : when he went away the day before, 
fas had laid he fliould go the next day to bii 
Ather**, md he ait only was ftill in towni but had 
csgBjtd lumlelf to be fo en the day foUotmg, 
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A N V E I.. II* 

Xa tbe morning (be cftlled on hndy Maria Biul 
'tady Emma Pcryton.: (he found the former aiooe, 
ud that flie had heard of Lord ReycoWg arri- 
nl: her kicSnation was Arong to commuiucaM 
to her wbat was paAed, and what fufpicioni K had 
eicited in her mind, as what Lad^ Maria thought 
of \t would HI a great nwafure hare guided her 
ovn opinion ; but' confideriog the this might pre- 
juJice h«, perhaps, unjuftly, againil Lord Rey- 
colm, ^ fbrbope mentioning it. Soon after. Lord 
Farnford and Lady Emma came in.— ^o, Ikid hU 
lordihip, I give you joy, Mifs Fitzarthur ; I hear 
Lord Reycohn it come atlaft — pray what apology 
does he make f— One that is too good, anfwered 
Conftauce, he ' has been duown from hii borfe, 
and has been TCry ill in coDftqucnce of it.-— And 
what does he fay, for being fo long in town with* 
OHt paying his devoira to you, he afted.— I do 
not liad, laid Condance, that he was itl town : ho 
had landed but the niglil^ l>efore we faw him.— 
Oh, there you are deceived, replied Lord Famford, 
I will fwear he was in town when 1 told you fo ; 
lot that I faw hin>, but i had it from one who fpoks 
to htm. — There is fomo miitake in it, file anfwered, 
I know not how to account lor it ; perhaps I 
may learn to day, for Lord Reycolm dines witfi 
M. You aro vwy inciedulous, faid Lord Famford i 
Bow h^py it U for Us when ©then are,prepoflefled 
m our fawor ! Lord Reycolm \» a happy man ; I 
iuv iay bw joy at feeing you wm cxcelliTe ; after 
1 ^ fo 
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. fa long an abfeoee, fo many thoufand fean asle 
mufl hatre had while at a diftaoce from ^ou, ta' 
meet you was a greater thaQ mortal felicity— and 
, to meet you fa difpofed towaMshun — iio illiberal 
prejudices to cocnbat — bo flights' no coatempt, 
no negleS ! It waj more happinefj than be deferr- 
ed, who couldr fo philofophically wait ii'a com' 
pletion, at tobeiu another kingdom thcee years, 
' I dare fay, faid Lady Emma, by her opporiune 
mterpofition, rery much relieTing Confiance, Lord 
R^colm was oTeijoyed 4o a. degree : £ouId he 
fpeak when he faw you ? — He appeared to be very 
ill, replied Conilance.— -Ill ? interrupted Lord 
Farnford — Good God ! could any (nan in iiich a 
fituauon think of illneft : he myft have no foul 
who «ouId remember even the acutcft pain at fuch 
■ time. — Yourlordfliip, Mifs Fiizattbur anfwered, 
is rather too fubrune in your notions j certainly 
pain will at all timet be attMided to ; and 1 cannot 
think (he light of tne could be a fubjed of fuch 
joy as to exclude its remembrance.— My brother 
Jkid Lady Maria always talks in-the fuperlatiTC : 
be thinks tbofe who can bear joy and retaia tbek 
fenfes hardly worthy of it. 

The arrival of vifiton gave Condance an oppor- 
tunity of taking her leave, not being able to deter- 
mine whether Lord Farnford and his fillers did or 
did not know the circumftaoces of Lord Reycolm's 
Yifit. On returning home ihc found Mr. Stave- 
Dclt alone in the |iarlour, and he detaioed her a few 
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Tninutes to tell faer ttiat, as liu mottter would be 
out in the evening, he hoped nothing would pre- 
vent Lord Riycolm giTing her a fuii&^ry nafoH 
for the aukwardnefs of hi* behaviour: Conflance 
knew to whom Ibe was obliged for this atteatioOf 
as her aunt had intended fiiending the evening at 
home, and alked Mr. Stavenell if ir (hould be out^ 
I ml) do, fold he, what is moft agreeable to you. 
Then, replied Conllance, if you could conTcnientljr 
be prefent, I fhould be itbtiged to you.— 4{e pro« 
mlfed to do fo, and &e, quitting; him, went to 
Adelaide. \ 

She had fcarely fiit down when Htt 'Stsrcnett 
came into the room, and calling her itito that ad^ 
jcrining, he faid >— 'I am forry to be the bearer tif 
unwelciMne news ; but fome one mufl tell you.-^ 
Reycolm has juft fent 4 verbal apology far not 
dining here, he fays he is indii^fed, but he will 
to-morrow take the chance of finding you at home 
in the evening. — Mercy on me ! anfwered Con- 
flance, does he mean to aflront Mrs. StareneU f 
this is really unpardonable.— It is unaccountablci 
faid Mr. Stavenell : I begin to fcar'he has not the 
perfeS ufe of his intetlefls.^Whatanfwer did you 
fend, faid flie.—Nooe, he replied, the femnt did 
not ftay for any.— Surely, returned ConAaace, he 
was very indifferent how his meffiige was received ; , 
but if he conies to-morrow I will not fee fain.— 
I think you are right faid Mr. Stavenell, your re- 
fcntment is not only juiHfiable but neceflkry ; if he 
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V ofiiEBded at your not feeing him he will not 
oil agaiD ; and, if he really wiflies to fee you, he 
will be very anxious to clear himfelf of the fufpi- 
cion of negle^— And now, faid ftie, will you tell 
me what I had heft do P Shall I write to my father 
Kod inform hitn of Lord Reycolm's flrange cold- 
neff, or fliall I wait and fee farther i I wrote to 
my mother and told her he was come and appeared 
ia ill health.— I would Aay, Mr< Starenell anfwer- 
ed, till 1 had learo't a little more ; perhaps when 
he finds you will not fee him, he nayafiign forae 
caufe as an excule for his negle£l. This advife the 
approved, and promiled to follow: and then as 
tin, Starenell was from home, went to commu- 
nicate this new difappcnatment to Mademoi&llB 
Rouflon. 

It was evident ^at Lord Reycolm's bekaviour* 
however Mrs, Scavenell excl^mcd agai&It it, was 
not a fubjefl of vixaiitm to her : when her niece 
told her of the meflage fhe had fent, it could not 
be doubted that Ihe hoped all he loft of her favour, 
Lord Famford would gain : Conlhace was there- 
fore obliged to conceal her refentment, and to 
nake for him apologies which, fhe believed foun- 
dationlefs.— Aye, fee there, ftud her aunt, they fay 
it's better for fome folks to fteal a horfe than for 
fome mbers to" lot^ over a hedge j if Lord Fam- 
ford had done half as much, you'd have been in a 
aiigbty paffioo ; but Loid Re/colm'* a favourite, 
you'll 
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yoiiMl bear any tVmg from him ; and npon my 
life I believe he'll try your patience if be has you. 
Juft after breakfaft the next morning Lord 
Reycolm called. Conftance'a furprife was fo great* 
not Rxpe£t)Dg Jiim till the evening, that when he 
WIS uiDOunced Hie remaned lileat.— Oh pray, (aid 
Mn. StaveneU, let him be &ewninto thepailour: 
and now my dear you'll go and hear what fine 
Ipecches he can malce. — You will comtf with me, 
tnadam, will you not ? faid Conflance^Not I 
indeed, replied Ibc, Mademoifelle and I'll fla/ 
here.— ?Pray do oot make me go by myfelf, fatd her 
niece, how odd it will appear.— Not M ill, Mrs* 
Stavenell aafwercd, you'll not want company.-* 
To this irkfome neceility CooHance was forced to 
fubmit, Mr. Stavenell wai out, and Adeliude had 
uniformly declined feeing every body ; flte there* 
fore went down with an apology for Mrs. Sta- 
renell't not appearing. — My vifit is to Mils Fitz- 
arthur. Lord Reycolm replied, I come to beg hec 
pardon for my yesterday's fault ; bad I known 
fooaer that my bufinefs would have called me into 
the city at the time when I (hould have been here, 
I would have fent earlier.— Con Itaace faid nothing ; 
the ezcufe fent was indifpofitton, how it was bufi- 
oefs in the city ; Lord Reycolm was completely 
inconllitent. 

, They fat dotvn, a paufe enfued; it was an 

aukward filence, but Conftance was determined not 

to interrupt it: in a few miuutei he aiked her 
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when (be heard from Marftonbuty. — (he anfweredj 
idie week before laft.— Sir Edward and Lady Bar- 
ban are well, I hope, faid his lordfhip. — They 
ire very well, (he replied. — Do they know I am 
■Cotne f fiud he : I wrote to my father, perhaira 
they 'may have heard that way. — In my Uft letter,' 
Confiance anfwered, I told my mother »f your 
lordftup't arrival, and, added flie, provoked at hit 
iDJipidity, tn my next I limit tell her that, for 
*har caiife I know rtot, ybu fcem forry you afe 
Returned. — Why {hould you think fo ? .you do nic 
injuftice indeed, MITs Fitzafthur, replied Lord 
Reycolm, coldly.^— Becaufe, faid fbe, •! havfe every 
teif<»i to believe it.— You are miftBken, heamVer- 
ed; I rejoice in my retLirn, and do mofl ard«ntly 
wifli I had oever quitted England ;" you'are oSended 
«t my rertiiBnefB ; I own I have not done m I 
<night; you miift forgive it J I'have not the ufc 
«f my fettfes. — I am not ofiended, faid Conltence,' 
but I am certain that your return afiordt you no 
jlleaftiro— Nothing can, he replied ; if I could be 
Jtleafed, k would be with feeing you ; how long 
do yoU Itay in town ?— -It is uncertain, fhe an- 
fwered : I caine to ifpend the winter with my 
■unt ; but, faid fhe, not to depart from our fubje^ 
tell me, my lord, whether meeting me does not 
make you uneafy, and whether you donot wifh all 
engagements between u» cancelled; if you do, it 
la cruelty not to mra it : confider, it is deceiving 
Me, BSd why ihaald you ? I could not for the 
world 
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word' make you or any body. unbappy;-^)o not 
talk fo, he replied, you are too good, my intentions 
are the lame as when I quitted you at Marllon- 
bury, and I hope in a little tin» to convince you — 
but {sad he, heiitatiiigv I have a weight on my 
fpirits, and have bad ever fince my fall : I fhall 
now, I hope, recover itr and ftiall then appear 
what I ought to bc^ I fear I detain you from 
Mrs. Stavenell,. I will take another opportunity of 
colling'; Iraufl go down to my father's for about 
ten days, and as foon ag I return, it (hall be my 
jirH bufinefa to lee you. With thcfe wordi be rofe, 
bowed, and retireii, leaving Conflance more em* 
barralTed than before. What he meant by wilbing 
be bad never left England, fhe could not divine ; 
but flie really believed his fall had hurt bis intel- 
Ic&, and of this he himfelf feemcd fen£ble r 
flie now pitied him, and returning to Mrs, Scave- 
^11, told her how far his inconHHencies were re- 
foivablc into the confequencies of this accident : 
&e beard her, commended her charity, but con<- 
cluded with f^ing, (he did not ticUeve a word 



G J CHA 

u,o,|-,-f- n, C.<L>(.iylc 



COtfS TAMCI; 



CHAP. XV. 



'X*HE gloom which thtfc untoward circum- 
"*■ ftances had diffufed over the mind of Mili 
rttzarthur, and by confequence orer that of her 
{ympathetic friend, was in fome meafure difpelled 
by an event as unexpefied and more pteafing. 
Ai Mrs. SiaTenell, her fon, her niece, and Adelidde 
were fildng down to dinner, a tetter was brought 
to Mr. Stavenell : he opened it, and found another 
enclofed, and opening that, a third : he rofe from 
table, and retiring to the farther end of the room, 
read two of them, and put them altogether into 
liii pocket, faying nothing : bis mother's curiofitjr 
wsn awakened, fhe afkeJ whom they came from, 
and he anfwered her by faying, flie ffliould know after 
dinner. Aa foon as the fcrvants were difmifTed, he 
alked Adelaide if (he had any relations in Bour< 
deaux. — Yes, faid fhe, my father had a coufin 
there i why do you alk } is that letter about me ? 
—I* he a Proteftant ? returned Mr. Stavenell. — 
O yes, Adelaide leplied, he is my own father'-s 
relation, but there nevcrwas much iatereourfe be- 
tween our families,— Well then, faid Mr. Stave- 
netl, this letter is from that gentleman : he has 
heard that you have left France, and that I have 
written 
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written to your mother, and he defirei me to for- 
ward the cncloftd to you : the pacc[uet was direA- 
cd to the inn ax Dover, and Mrs. Belchicr ba> . 
fcnt it to me. He then gave the tetwrs to her, 
(he it;ad them, tears of joy ftariing in her eyea, 
and gave them to Conftance, while Mr. StaveneU 
communicated the contents verbally to Iris mother^ 
That from her relation to Mr. Staveqell, coa- 
tained cspreffions of gratitude to him for the pro* 
eeftion he had afforded to Mademoifelle Rouflbn, of 
ftrong intereft for her, and a wilh that ihe would, 
either by returning to fome of her- friends, or by 
empoweiing them to aft for her, prevent the injury 
which her fortune would (Villaiii by her ab- 
fence. — That to Adelude was didated by the 
moft cordial fneadfliip ; he urged her to come t9 
him, pledging his honour that no harm fhould 
enfne to her, approving what fhe had done, and 
promifing her an afylum in his houf«, as long 
u fhe fbould chufe to continue there. 

Afliower of tears relieved the agitation of her 
mind, She was ready id accede to the propofitioa 
of returtring to her relations, and wai highly fea- 
fiUe of this unexpefVed inftance of friendflup. 
She wrote jhe fame evening to Bourdeaux, profet 
fing her willingnefs to accept the invitation^ 
ind would have named the eatlieft polfible time 
for fetting out, if Mr. Stavenell had not prevented 
lier-4)y inlifting on her flaying in England long 
citeugh to fee a little of tlie metropolis ; hithertv 
G 4 laid 
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faid be, yo\t have been immured. As cooccalmcnt 
will be no Icmger BcceflaTy, 1 heg you will not engage 
, to go in lefs than a fortni^htj^and on that con- 
dition I wnitnyfelfaccompuny you in your journey. 
To this requ«fl, in which Mrs. St^venell and 
her niece joined, Adelaide not rclui^ntly yielded } 
and fhe was now to begin a new kind of life. 
The prohibition to meotion her was taken off the - 
fervant* ; and Conllance, whoie regret at the idea 
of parting from her friend wat overbalanced by 
the pcofped of her refioration to fome degree of 
peace, pronufed herfelf the next day the pleafure 
of introducing her to Lady Maria Peryton, who 
file knew would be glad to be acquuOted with her. 
That Ae might net embxrrafs or dillrefs her t^ 
nlating (be circumfionces of her Aory whea Ihe 
wa* pretfiU, Ihe went tb& next momtng alone ta 
Lrord Famford's, for the purpofe of feeing Lady 
Maria, and inviting her to meet Adel^de in the 
evening. She fouikd Lord Famford, his fillers, 
and Lord Calorne at breakfaA : G£prc(^D9 of 
welcome, inquiries, and reproaches fgr never com' 
ing, being over, Ihe aflied Lady Maria if flic and 
Lady Eroma would drink tea at Mrs. Stavenell'a— 
-We were juft giring to fend, faid Lady Maria, j 
my brother propofed it, and Lord Calorne has 
promtfed to meet us. .This point fettled, Con- 
Dance told them whom (he wifhed to introduce, 
and ai much o£ Adelaid'i Aory as llie thought it 
nfceflary 



■eccffliiy they fliould know, referying parriculan 
for it tite ^ t^ with Lady Maria. 

In tbe evening the party mer, and Mademoifeilf 
KoufloD made her appnu-aoce ) that Ihe caught 
hori Fanifbid's notice was, iismediatcly on bid 
feeing her, perceptible : Lady Maria received hec 
with complacent benerolence ; Lady Emma with 
^rightly joy) and Lord Calome with polite at< 
tentioD, ConOancewas now in her own opinioii 
St the ruflimit of felicity; the prefent pleafure ex- 
eluded every anxious remembrance, ihe faw all 
iiround her happy, and her drooping friend'i fpiritB 
r»ifed to chcOTfLiltiers. 

Jl was propofed that during the remainder of 
Adelaide's" Hay in London, fhe Ihould be occa- 
lioaatly at the public amiifements ; a party for the 
play the next evening was therefore agreed on ; 
Mrs. and Mr. Staveneil were othcrwifc engaged, 
but wiljiing this might not influence the reft, he , 
aiked Lord .Caiorne to go in his place. — 1 an) 
*ery Tony I cannot, faid Lord Caloroe, I an) 
obliged to dine at my father's ; it will be late befors 
I get away, but I fiiall drop in before the enters 
tainment ii over, to cunvey ibme ladies out of ihQ 
fcoule. It was then fettled that Lord Famford't 
£imily {hould, in their way, call at Mrs. State- 
Bell's and take ConAance and Mademoilelle Rout 
foa. 

The next momtog Adelaide went out with Mn, 

^aTcncU and \at i)iec£, for the fi[ft time fincc &b 
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bad entcted the houfe ; they rctumed home juft 
time enough to drefi, and at the appointed hour 
Lady- Maria and Lady Emma came, without ifaeir 
brother : on inquiry it appeared that he had diced 
at the Thatched houfe, and that hit fiftcn had 
called for him, but coutd not difengage him front 
fail company. Conftance did not like going with- 
out a gentleman ; but Lady Emma's affurances 
that, a* their ferrant was at the houfe, there wa» 
nothing in it, recoBciled her to the neceffity, and, 
at Lord Farnfbrd promifed to be with them by 
right o'clock, fhe had no fears about coming away. 
They went, got in very well, and were much 
pleafe with their amufement ; but eight o'clock 
amving without Lord Fainford, Conftance began 
to grow a Kitle uneafy, for the houfe was uncom- 
monly croudcd : about nine his lordHup entered ' 
the box, fo intoxicated that fhe would gladly have 
difpCnfed with the performance of his promlfe, and 
mn all rifque of getting away without him : flie 
however faid not a word ; Lady Maria Ihook her 
head, and faid— I wai afraid it would b« fo. — 
Lady Emma laughed, and Adelaide's attention wai 
wholly engroffed by the alteration of Mift Fitz- 
krthur's countenance, next to whom Lord Farnford 
feaied himfelf- To attend to the performance 
was now hnpoHibte ; he was fo vociferous nothing 
but hit rdce could be heard, and he feemed 
Icarely awaie that he had quitted his noify com- 
puuoiu : thii might hare been borne, had hit be- 
haviour 
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iHiotir to Conflance been cOofiQed trithln the ■ 
bounds of propriety ; but bia excels incUocd bim 
to be equally quarrelfotUe and amoroui ; a requeft 
to bun to be lefs loud was refented, and a patient 
toleration of his imperune nee proved an encourage- 
ment to hi* gallantry. Lady lUaria feeing bow 
difagreeable her brother's vicinity to Mif« Fitzar- 
thur was to her, offered to change places withhcft 
this he oppofed with all poffible vehemence, flie . 
waa therefore obUgcd to remain in her uncomfoit- 
able fituation, confciou* that the eyes of every one on 
the other fide ofihe houle wasdircdedto her,wboia 
Lord Famford'8 ridiculous behaviour had made 
CDDlpicuous ; when fbe heard a gentleman, who hid 
a. few minutes before gone out,, and now returjied 
into the next box, fay tc fome ladies there— 
Tis very true, therefore I would advife you to go 
ai (boQ as the play is over. — 1 think, anfwered 
one of the ladies^ we had better go bow i, for all 
who do not chufe to fit il will be going out a» fall 
ai poilitile after the play,, and perhaps wemay not 
be able to ger tu the carriage. — On this they rofc 
to go, when Lady Maria, who fat next tbem». 
alarmed at what (he had heard, dcfired to kiioff 
what they apprehended.^A riot, madam, the geit- 
tleman replied": a violcne oppolition t« the farce 
is expetted.. C»iirtauca's terror at ihU information 
was e>.c:irive ; Lady Maria endeavoured to make 
Ijord Faruford ienlible of their dabger, but iin. 
G-6 effe^uallyti 
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efikAually ; he fiud h« w» ]uft in a buniour far » 
riot, aiul wouM not flir* 

The geatleman to whom Lady Maria hadfpoken, 
now feeing how unable Z.ord Tsrnford wai to pn^ 
te£t hi* cootpuy, oSered to attend - them to their 
carriage ; but Lady Mark hod imfoitunatety fent 
it *iny, and it wai dm ordered till eleven : Aie, 
bswever, recoIlcAed, that fo utterly iqcapable ai 
bar brocber wm of any degree of care, the chance* 
W<ere in h,tom of bit having ncgle^ed to difmife 
&]l,chariot, flu ihcicfore begged the gentleman to 
order I.ord Famferd'> fcrtanta to be called, and 
loM to them : he pronufed to obey her directions 
«ad went away. Lady Emma, wbo wai tbe only 
one of the hdiei not terrified, affiired them there 
wsi nothing they need fear ; for tbe riot would 
vary probably be confined to the gillEiie), and, 
if they would fit ffill, nothing but the n<Mfe would 
difturb ihem ; but tlui could not fatisfy her lefs 
hcrcnc companioni. Loid Farnford now jumped 
up, asd fud he would go into the pit, for if k« 
flaid there he (liould fee nothing. ConAance waa 
half dead with terror ; Adelaide's feare were not fo 
great, bccaufe the wa« not perfectly aware of the 
danger ; fhe was encouraged by Lady Emma'a 
confidence, and all her concern was for Mifs Fitz- 
aithur I Lady Maria, though very much fright- 
eied, exerted all her prefence of mind to fupply 
her brotbci't ioability-; flic fo fur pferaited wiib 
him 
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him that he fax Aomt, and ftll they could hope 
from him was his remaining pailive. 

"Hie laft »& of the pUy was novr very nearly 
concluded, the fer*uiu did not come, and many 
people were g'Hng' out, when Lady Maria &v 
Lord Cvlonie enter the i^pofite box haAitji^ file 
Would have |ivea any thing for a poffibility of 
iBbrmingbtro of Their litaacion, but flie could not 
cuch his eye, and the noife was already too great 
to make him hear her : he did not Ctay twomioutcc, 
but went out with hit party. 

The curtain dropped, and the uproar grew 
dreadful, but neither the terror of Conftance, nor 
the entreatiei of Lady Maria could move Lord 
Parnford ; their fears were at the highefl when the 
box door opened, and Li»-d Calorne. came in ; 
the ladies he had been with having feen the diftrefi 
of Lady Maria, and Lord Farnford's utter inability 
to. proted them.— How can you be fo mad. Lord 
Farnford, iaid he, as to ftay here ?— they fay the 
faoufe will be. pulled to pieces— do quit it while 
you can, for the croud iocreafcs very fa^.— Let 
it, replied hi* pbilofophical lordfhip, I (hall not 
flir : what is there for me to be afraid of? I fliall 
tiay and fee it out— If you arc fo obftlnate, faid 
Lord Calorne, you mufi abide the confequfcncei ; 
■ but thefe ladies fliall go with me. — No, they fliall 
flay here. Lord Farnford anfwered.— You cannot 
be fo abfurd, faid Lord^ Calorne, at to rifque Hay- 
ing here during; the riotj ]£ they axe not expofed: 
to perfonal danger, tljey will be to iafuU.— I do 
I not 
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mot care, wu aU the aatwtr Lord Faroford vraaH 

Tbt clamor by thit time became outrageoui f 
tbe lightt were tbrown down, and all was tumultr 
wnfe, and confiifion : every body had quitted the 
boaet ; and Lord Calorne warmly mfitted on coo- 
du^ng Lord Farnford'n party through the croud ,• 
. but in proportion as one was urgent the other wa». 
cAftinaie, and Lord Calorne, endeavouring to gee 
between Lord Farnford and the the ladies that h« 
might not ppcvent their going, thii valiant difciple 
of Bacchus laid hi> hand oa his fword, fwore he 
would not be infutted by any man living, and' 
ftammered out that he would have fatisfaaion.— 
What you pleaii: when you are fober,, replied- 
Lord Calorne ; but I am not quite fo mad aa to> 
endanger the fafety of thofe you ought to prote^ 
for the pleafurc of bringing you to your fenfes. — 
He then, laying hold with one hand of the hilc 
of Lord Famford'i fword, to prevent his drawing 
it, gave the other to Lady Maria, but fhe, kindly 
apprehenjive for Cbnlbmcer begged him to take- 
her firftTandtheti Adelaide; he-didfo, and they 
got on the outfide of the boT door ! he returned 
for Lady Maria, and Lady Emma, but theic bro- 
ther, proyoked at hia firmnefs^ had reeled tO' 
the door to (lop them, and there, being too drunk 
to fland without fupport, he fell down, making 
thofe withm prifoQers. Lord Calorne immediately 
jumped OTCI ineof the next box, atid found Con- 
ftanca 
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Iknce and Mademoirelle Rouflbn !n the lobby> 
environed with the crowd : their filuation waa now 
more dangerous than before, therefore, telling Lady 
Maria he would return in a few minutei, he 
forced a pafTage through the mob, and having put 
them into his carriage he detuned one of the foot* 
men, whom he ordered to get two chairs immedt' 
ately, and-then returned to the relief of I^rd Faro* 
fbrd'a fiilers. Mifs Fitzarthur and MademoifcUe 
RooRbn were now pcrfeftly fafe, they foon got 
away from the mob, and reached home without 
any additional misfortune. 

The carriage was to go back for Lord Calome, 
and with it Mrs. Stavenell fcnt a ferrant to leara 
the fate of Lady Maria and her After : their ap- 
prehenfions were foon relieved by hearing that the 
rioters, after deftroying the ornaments of the 
houfe, on an apology from the flage, had defified 
from farther violence, and that Lord Farnfordand 
the ladies had quitted the houfe. 
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CHAP. XVI.- 

JtlBTIFJCATIOK. 

ARLY next morninc; Mr?. Stavenell dif- 
patched a meflenger to inquire after the family 
PoTtman-fquare, before whofe retura Lord Ca- 
jl tome 
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lomc camt to make Groilar inquirio itdpeOiag 
Miii Finarthur and her frieod f— How did Lor4 
Farnford's fiften get faoinc ? wai Confiance'i firft 
queflioD.— I am jull coibc from their houfe, he 
replied, but itnther of them were ftirring t I leunt 
however that they got home very well : fortunately 
when their carriage weat for them tbnr ferranti 
made their way io, or elfe they muft have remain- 
«i where they were, for Lord Farnford lay wheie 
we left him till he was carried off.— But did you 
Bot find them whea you retunied ? faid Cod' 
flance.— No, faid he, it wai impoflible to get near 
them: I was forced to go rouad a^ acroft tbr 
ftage, and by that time tbey were gene. 

Mrs. StaveneU by leaving the room gave hep 
niece an opportunity Ibe much (viihed jbr, of 
aJUng Lord Calome if he bad feen Lord Reycolnir 
u by that flie hoped to Jind out whether be bad 
obferved any alreratioa in bim- — I bawc feen bim> 
but once, he replied, and that was accidental : wq 
met in the ftreet, and to my very great aftoniflunent 
he leemed fcarcely to know me. — He appears to- 
me, laid Conftancc, to be in a very ill ftate of health; 
he looks £uily; I never fa w fucb a, change. — I be- 
lieve, hia lordfhip anfwered, that it is an obfervarion 
all of bit acquaintance, who hare teen him fince 
his return, have made. I own I was very much con- 
cerned, when, meeting him in the ftrccc, aad 
flopping him, for he would hare pafled me with- 
cut (iseuig me, he returned all my expreffiooi of 
joy 
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joy and congratulation with fuch coldncfa and in- 
difference as would alnioft have inclined me to 
believe I bad by miftake addreffed a ftranger.^ 
ConAance did not dare to be eijually explicit ) 
ibmething within reilraiued her ; and the only re- 
peated that be appeared tq be very id. 

Juft as Lord Calome, after an hour and a 
half's gullip, was going, Lady Maria and Lady 
Emma Ferytoa were announced 1 he Aaid to fee 
them, and to know what paffed after he left them. 
Lady Maria, as the entered the room, feeing hitn 
near the door, faid. — I ought always to rejoice in 
meeting your lordfhip^ for I do nsE know what I 
Ibould have done without the leafonable relief you 
adbrded ut laft tught : I am fure my brother mull 
make an apology for the trouble we gare you.— 
Hii apdogy replied Lord Calorne, luighiag* 
nauft be a challenge, you know be threatened me 
fiercely laft night. — Yes, fud Lady Maria, be 
fpoke brave words, but I afliire you he i« very 
penitent this moraiag: I faw him Jud befoie wc 
. came out, and he is extremely angry at himfelf; 
and Tery fen&ble of your kindnefi : be talked of 
calling on you to-day to nuke bis acknowledge 

On the countenance of Lady Emma difpUaCure 
was Arongly imprinted, though when die approach- 
ConllaDce, Ihe endeavoured to difguife it with a 
fmile : Ibe pafled Lord Calorne in filence, and vritb- 
out looking at hi(n, and then tittuping to Mifi 
Fitiarthur 
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Fitzaithur, in a lone of aSfcfted ga'ieiy ; — Wen my 
dear, faid flie, how did you get home laft night ? 
Lord Calorne was fo good asto fee you fafe 
home I hope : I am very glad, you did not flay 
with US, for you'd have been monftroufly fright- 
ened J frightened to a degree.— Conflance thanked 
her for her conccrtit and was going to anfwcr her 
queAion,wben her ladyQiip turning away toAdelude 
faid— I hope Mademoifelle Rouflbn wae not fHght- 
cned : I alTure you ma'am, after you left m it mt 
dreadful— fuch fcreaming, and fiirieking, and fuch 
a piece of work ! I realty began to think I muft 
fo into hyiterics. Lady Emma't animated deft 
cription of her terror might have proceeded, had 
fhe not oTerhcard Lord Calorne apologifing to her 
filler for not having performed his promife of re- 
turning to her: with a lludied air of fKff rcfcrve 
fhe looked at him, and fud — ^Your loMfhip need: 
not trouble yourfelf to Diakc escufes, we know why 
you lUdn't return: it was much better you fliould 
go home with Mifs Fitzarthur than come back for 
Us ; you guefied our carriage was ordered about 
eleven, and if the fervaots did not find us in one 
part of the hotife they might in another ; it wai 
their fault if they didn't. 

What you have faid, madun, Lord Calorne air- 
foered, convince* me of the neceflity of my ex- 
eufing to Lady Maria the breach of my proraife* 
I did not come home with Mif* Ftizarthuiv 
nor did I at alt lely on your fervauts' fiading you. 
I 
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I pur Mifs Fitzarthur and Mademoirelle Rouflbn 
iaio the carriage, and endeavoured to make- my 
way back, but it was impoflible ; the croud wai 
coming towards me, and I faw to wail thdr being 
cleared would occafion fuchadelay as would rei>- 
der any attempt for you ufelefs t finding, there- 
fore, that to regain any of the fitting part of the 
houfe would be imprafllcable, I went round to ont- 
, of the back doors, and with difficuliy prrvalltd » 
be permitted to crofs the Oage, hoping I ■i^4it be 
able to get from thence to your box ; but^ at near 
an hour had been fpent in thele endearonr*, yoa 
were gone, and I heard bad got very well to your 
coach. — It IB mighty well, Lady Emma replied ; ■ 
ne did get away, and that was all we wanted ;. I 
only wilhed that we might all have gone togeihcr» 
ai we might have done very eaCly.'— Indeed yotr 
are miAaken, filler, faid Lady Maria, vezed^at 
Lady Emma's groundlefs refcntment :— 'what wbI 
to become of Mifii Fiizarthur and Mademoifellt 
Roiiflbn while Lord Calorne had got us out of th« 
bos? — You know my brother would not let ua 
go; and to have clambered, sa we muft hav* 
done, would have taken fo much time as might have 
feparated us from Mifs Fitzarthnr, without our 
being able afterwards to fiud her ; for the lobby 
was quite full, and all the people driving one" 
way: — do not be angry about it: rather rejoice 
that we met with no accident.— I am not angry* 
replied Lady Emma; the tears fianing in her eyes. 
Happily 
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Hapinly at this motnent Mrs. Stavenell, who had 
been detained below, entered the room.— Hey-dayl 
my dear Lady Emtna, Ox eicUimed, what's the 
mattM ?— why you're ready to cry !-Nothing% the 
matter, faid her Udyfliip, rifiog and going to the 
window.— I belici-e, faid Lord Calorne, I have the 
honour to oecarwMi Lady Emma's tears— it is pity, 
excited by my abfurdity lafl night, that concern* her, 
— Ihe is forry to fee I could lo far forget myfelf as 
t04>rcfer fecuring the lives of two ladies to rifting 
tho&offbur. — I don't uaderfland it, Mri. Suve- 
aelt replied,— She is Toxed, faid Lady Maria, that 
Lon) Calorne did not come back to us laft night* 
and fflie does not chufc to admit as an excufe the im- 
poffibility of his. doing it.— Well but my dear Lady 
Emma, faid Mre. Stavonell, I am ^rt you caanot 
be. angry widi I^rdCalorne» he's top great a fa- 
vourite :-^ou mull forgive wd forget, be£de I 
bear you wafii't a bat frightened. — Not frighten^ 
td ? returned Lady Emma, Via fute I was as gale 
at a ghoft, and I Ihook every joint of me. 

No one contradifted her ladyfhip : that her pale- 
Bcfs was not obferveable was to be accounted for,, 
and her fonitude fo far prevailed u to conceal her 
trembling. Conftacee bhiflied for her : that Lord 
Calorne fanr and defptfcd her f<»tdnefs was not to. 
be doubted^ and ibe rejoiced hw^ily at his ffoAt 
which would not buy her favour by afting her par- 
don ; he juftified what he had done on the -plea of 
neceffity, but Lady Emma thoughs herfelf flighted*- 
ani 
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and would not be conTinced : Lady Maria was dif- 
trefled at her folly ; Mrs. Stavenell tried to foothe 
her. HaTing exculpated himfelf from every fuf- 
picton of oeglefi, which a reafonable miDd could 
CDtertain, and proved to the latisfaflion of all who 
vould be fa^sfiedf that file who compl^ncd was one 
of thofe whom he meant and had done alt in hi> 
power to a^a. Lord Catorne took hii. leave, and 
then the fubjeft was renewed by Mrs. Stavenell, 
who fecmed highly diverted with Lord Farnford*s 
exploit. — I Ihall roaft him for it, faid flje, when I 
catch him : — he ihall (quire ladies again truly !-— I 
Jhall befeech him next time to talce^rare and be fo- 
ber- — I am very happy, faid Lady Matia, that we 
efcaped fo well :— had Lord Calome done as Emma 
would hare had him, I do not know how we fhould 
have got away :— ^t was impoilible for one gentle- 
man to take care of four of us, and I really thought 
Mifs Fitzarthur would have fainted ;— k was the 
moft efTential fervice that could be rendered u» to 
take charge of her ; for fuppofing (he had fainted in 
die lobby, fhe would in all probability have beca 
fuffocated or f ranipred to death. 

Con(tancc WiHiing this fubjeft forgotten, and 
*Lady Eiyftifa reftorcd to her good humour, changed 
the difcourfe, and nothing more was faid on tho 
fubjefl while their vifitors itayed. Before they wenf, 
Lady Maria engaged Mrs. StaTenell'f family to dino' 
with them the next day, whetf Mademoiftlle Rouf- 
fon 
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fon wa« to make ber firft appearance at Lord Fua- 
foid't. 



CHAP. XVII. 

SVKPILISE. 

ASufpicion, by no meant p^ful, had (or 
fome days ciifted in the mind of Con- 
Aance that Mr. Stavenell's com mife ration for Ma- 
demcnfelle RouITon, and her gratitude to him, had 
produced an attachment of a different kind : at iirfl 
fhe inclined to think herfelf miftaken, believing 
that fo much as Adelude had already confided in 
her, Ihe would not in thia ioAance have kept hei 
ignrarant; but every ctrcumftance {trengthening the 
former opinion ,aiid Adelaide Hill continuing filent 
on the fubjefl, (he found that her conjefturc might 
be right, and yet want the proof Ihe upeded. Mr. 
StaveneU'E behaviour, though it was far from in- 
different, did not afford fuch ground for the fiippo> 
lition as Adelaide's did ; Ihe appeared, wbea alone 
"with Mifs Fitiarthur, to be in fear of difcoveiing 
in ber converfation fomething which was to be con- 
cealed; bu anfwcn were ofiCB ftudied.aitd cau- 
tious, 
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nou^, ID expreffionj of obligation to Mr. Staveacll, 
a. theme on which fbe haJ hitherto been larifli, Ihe 
was now refiraiaed'and britf ; anil whenever Con- 
fiance menttoaed him, which (he fometimes did to 
give her an opportunitj of difclofing what Ihc 
thought it inconfilleDt ndih the true fpirit of fiiend- 
fiiip to conceal, MademtufeUe Rouflba's counte- 
nance proclainicd uneafincfs, and Ifae dthcr inter- 
rupted her by fuddenly introducing fome foreign 
topic> or by-maldng fome excufe to get out of the 
room. As fuch an union had nothing in itfeff 
clUhonourable, and would have given not only Con- 
itance but Mrt. Starenell pleafurc, llie was fur- 
prifed and hurt at the fecrecy obferved ; Ihe how- 
ever would not gratify her curiofity by inquiriei 
which, (hough intimacy might wairant, were lia- 
ble, if difliked, to be condemned aa impertinent : 
fhe hoped Ihe was not excluded irom Adelude's 
confidence bccaufe fbe wai thought unworthy of it, 
and candidly concluded that the fear of being charg- 
ed with too fiiddea a verfatility, in having fo foon 
accepted confolation for [he tors of her former lover, 
was the caufe to which her friend'a ^'I^'^'^b '"^ ^ 
be albribed. 

In the life which Adelaide at this time led, and 
which Mr. StaveseU by every poUible method 
- flrove to render pleafing to her, all remembrance of 
what was pafled feemed to be obliterated ; her fpi- 
lits were rcflored not only to calmocfti but to hi- 
lari^, and from tier apparent enjoyment of her 
prefcDt 
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prelent fltuailon, it was not unfair or abfun! to fup- 
pofe that any thing which had detained her in Eng- 
land would not have been deemed a misfortune ; 
Ihe however did not appear to regret the neceffity of 
her quitting it, nor could fhe, if filifs Fitzarthur's 
conjefture was right, becaufe Mr. Stavenetl had 
promifed to go with her. 

The time named for her departure now drew very 
near, and the idea of parting with Conftance de- 
jected her ; her fpirits drooped in proportion as the 
day approached, nor wai the concern of her friend, 
lefs ; Conflanee'a lofs was certainly the greater, as 
- (he muft be totally deprived of all the advantage flic 
had derived from her foclety, without any compenfa- 
tion : in Adelaide (hehad found a friend to whom (he 
could and did communicate every circumftance of 
her lituation ; ever ready to hear her complaints, 
to rejoice in her pleafures, and alleviate her mortifi- 
cations i when ihe was gone her life wai compara- 
tively folitary, Oie had no one to whom flie could 
fpeak unreferveilly, whofe advice Ihe could always 
afk and truft ; no one in whofe converfation (he 
could forget the vexations of the day, Mra. Stare- 
nell, however attached, to her niece, was notaper- 
foQ on whofe judgment (he could rely, nor was fhe 
capable of affording, to a mind like Conftance's, 
any inielledua! fatisfaflion : Lady Maria's friend- 
fliip Ihe had experienced, hut the fear of Lord Fam- 
ford preventedruch an intimacy as they both wilhed: 
tbs hardly crer called on bii &Sxit without feeing 
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Tiour at which flie could reafonably be offended, file 
was convincfit that a very tittle relaxation of the re- 
ftraint the alTumed towards him would encourage 
him, and ihe had too much realbn to beliere that 
fhould her fufpiclons of Lord Reycolm be eiditr 
known or confirmed,* Ihe would fee fuhjefled to all 
the importunity flie had for fome time reprefled, 
which aided by Mrs, Stavsnell's partiality for Lord 
Farnfoid, would, if Lord Reycolm (hould avow a 
a change of fentiment, oblige her to return t» 
Mafftonbury- 

About the time when )he expected him in town, 
flie received letters from Sir Edward and Lidy Bar- 
bara Fitzarthur, by which Jhc learnt that he had 
been with them, and that every thing refpeding ths 
■intendu-d marriage was agreed on; even thx time 
was fixed, which was to b; in a few months ; this 
precipitation did not pleafe Conftance, who wilhed 
to be aflured that Lord. Reycolm was perfeSly fa . 
aafied ! nothing however in her father's ktter indi- 
cated his having diftovercd any alteration in him, 
,L.ady Barbara raentisned the depreffion of lus fpir its, 
but feemed convinced it was oniy a temporaiy in- 
difpolitioD. Aflgry therefore at herfelf for fuppof- 
ing Ibe had fo' much fagacity aa to perceive that, 
Mrhich had efcaped Ihe obfervation of thofe fb in- 
tercAedfor her, Ihe believed fhe had done Lord 
Reycolm injullicc, and endeavoured to diveft her- 
ielfofher former prejudicial opinion, in order ta. 

Vol. I. ' H judge 
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judge fiurlf nnd candidly of him when llie Ihauld 
fee him. 

In the niorniit;; of Mademoifelle Rouflbn's depar- 
ture, the grief ai ihe two ladie* wa« fo great as to 
difable the one from making, and the other from 
■fliQing in any ncccflary preparations for it : after 
a thoufaiid promifes of unchingcabie fricndCiijiand 
wiflies that their feparatloti might not be long. Con- 
fiance, forgetting in "her ibrrow her fcfolutiqn to 
fay nothing that indicated the dlfcovcry (he had . 
made, faid, — Cah you not, or wHt you not -give 
me any hope that we may foon meet again ? — Ade> 
iaido made no r,cpiy. — Tell me, f^d Conftance, 
will you return ?— will Mr. Stareneil bring you 
back again ? — Apparently cmbarralTed by this (]uef- 
don, Madenioilelle Kaullbn anfwered : — ^Do not 
afk me :— I cantiot tell ; — I know nothing, Con- 
ftance fsid uo more ? a Aimmons to breakfall called 
her away, and Adelaide, defiring her to go firfl^ 
faid {tie would follow her kntnediately. 

At the foot of the flairs a fenrant taet Mifs Hts- 
srthur, and told her lA}rd Reycolm wu in the par' 
lour ; Ibe wai rather vexed at this mal-a-projjos vi- 
fit, at tt time when flie dW not wifti for witnefles of 
her forrow, aod it was too great toi be concealed ; 
but there was so pofl%iUty of avcMding fenng him, 
findfbe went into tfat rooia.*~he looked rather bef 
ierthan when he left town, aad behaved more ra^ 
tionatly, ta'id he had retomed but the preceeding 
night from tua fair's, excufedbisnot having cal- 
led 
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led then by the laie hour at wKch he arrived^ utd 
«fiih- much eariieflne& ia<fdired why Mfa Fitzar- 
thur's coUDtenaace wore lb melancholy in appear- 
ance. — Oh ! fud Mri. Scavenell, you raufln't mind 
it, we've had a youn^ la& with U9, aad (he's goiof 
away, (o my niece has been tteating her with ■ 
fweet cry. 

Lord ELeycolm had accepted an invitation to 6vf 
bretkft&t and juH: u Mrs. StavencU had accounted 
to him for her mece'9 Jooks, Mademcufclle RouflbCf 
~ whom he had never yet feen, came in : on her open- 
ing the* door Ihe perceived a iiraoger, and not caring 
4»expof7 tbofelcelins8 whichconldnolbe ftipprefs- 
tdi and were flilV more painful If reftrained, (he wa» 
retiringi hopiMg that, as the perron fat with hit 
l»a.clt toWardi her, flie had not been feen ; but Mrs. 
Stav^dl defiringhertoeomein, and faying,— It's 
onV, Lo"^ Reycahn, — he won't bite you : — flie 
again advancedi and had fcarcely entered the rooin 
wb«R,hc ti&ug and looking <arne&Iy at her, exirfaim- 
cd :■■— Gt'acions'Qod ! .are yoit sot my Adelaide ?— 
She raifed her eiyei.and'faying,— O Dieu aidc-moi : 
•—would hxve faUdo to the ground had he not cmght 
her. The ciuiofity which this fcene ercited was 
forced togive way-io coBcem f<K her; ihe foon re- 
tmrarcd, and-.burftiDgintottaFS'Tem»ned unable to 
fpe^.: Lord: R^tywim ag^iii ^d^eflbd hlmfelt to 
k»r, t^ifiJfvrGfwUo-p^eU me -I am not deceived— 
tell mo yoa are MademmftlU Rouflbn,— O cruetj 
ivictod Jif ^'Befifforthf^vas alt AdeJaidecould reply: 
H s —Do 
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— Do noi call me fo, faid LorJ Reycolm, I do not 
Jeferve it.— Are you not then Mr. Befwordi i faid 
ihpi— ifyouarcj'Dii muft <kfer^e to be called cruel 
•—I am he, hia Lordfliip anfivered, and could 1 
liope you are ilill the fbme unchanged Adelaide 
^ouflbn, 1 fhould be hippy' 

Mr. StavcDcJl now came in, and fceiivg by Ma- 
^einotfiille JlouJTcn'i nHmtenaoce, and the confu- 
HioD in the rooAi, that fonie accadeni had Jiappened, 
^c faid to her : — What is the matter, i«a belle 
JFran^olfe ? — why you look fedly :— thefe are not 
tLiiTcUing looks. — O Charles — £iid Lord Reycolffl> 
relieve my, ^wxiouj curiofity, and tell me how flw 
cameiiiihcr, — Haw flie came f Mrt StSTenell pe- 
jKatcd) not underQ^nding his ^ueAion :— £he come 
pii&. — You trifi: ^ich me, .replied Lord Reycolm^ 
^ho brought her here f — /brought hefbeire, (aid 
JVIr. Stavitaell.— I'hen returned his lordfliip,- you 
fire the caufe of all the mifery I have fiif&red : — 
di^ ]|i£ not iqwt Calaie with you i — She did, Mr. 
StavflneU Mlvarcd t but hotr can I bare heen the 
caufe aSyour fufuing i — You areihe caofe. Lord 
Keycolm replied Warmly, and nothing Ihall prevail 
ioa,nK to fubmit tamelyto this outrageous -injury. 
«^— What iujiuy,? iaid Mr. Scavctiell : be cool and 
pr'ff]iua your&K^ ,»nd I will convince you.— ^I am 
FOOvinced. his.Li^^fiup retuftied,-'-tfaowell con- 
jrjnced,— but was it pot bafe to-taks armdranxagc of 
my ablence ? —jUetyou ^en the hiaa «rha fo cruelly 
flderted MademoifeUe t^oolToii i faid her ptotedor. - 
—I did 
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—1 did- not desert her, Lord Rcycolm replied ; I 
was prevented from meeting her, and jrou prevailed 
on her to accept you iix my Acad -.—I leave her tviib 
you, but yoii Ihall anfwer for it, — Mifa Fiizarthur, 
laid he, addrflVing himfelf to her, If I have not 
proved myfeif too great a fcoundrel, may I beg to 
^leak la yi><d in another place, — Mo, replied CoD> 
Itance, firfthear what Mc. Siavenell cm fay,— it U 
Tcry fit this affair flunild be unmediately explained^ , 
and to my kupwledge hi* conduct deferrea your 
thanki inilead of your BDger : — How your lordfhip 
can clear yourfolf of the charge of dtferting Made- 
moilelle Rjuflbn,;yoii beft know: you Ihould ut 
leaft do that, befote you become an accufer--~t 
have not Charles'* phlegmatic difpofiiion, he an- 
fwered, nor do liiippoie hecould bear fuch an in- - 
jury more cooly ; but I will eudeavour to be caltn ; 
—I will hear himi — buiif he.faila in bia juHifica- 
tioii, I trull he will not refiife m&the oaly fatufac-' 
tian I can receive. — With all my heart y»u Ihatt 
have it, replied Mr, Staveneli,'on condition that 
you immediately account to this lady for your de> 
ftition of her : — I will then, and not till then, tell 
, yoo bow J met with her, and give you AOy oiBeT' 
faiafaition you can siefire. 
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DURING this colIoquT-V bi wUcheack wuaa- 
Bccufor, and eacb k deftndaBt, Mr*. Stare^ 
sell had rtrouiiud filemt, a«t aAoniflu^l ; Adekode- 
in tears, and Conftaocewkliall tbeanziet^of frietad- 
fliip was 8ilitaiDiflcring the nftans of fuf^xnt to bert- 
Whether the conjcfture tefpeftiiig' Mr. SistebbII ' 
and Maderaoifellc RouAh) vai not erroacoug wts 
now doubtful ; the finarteTa of tu« behaviAur lathet 
Comradifted the fupfxrfi^n ; netbing iKitf Brprift 
had ye^ appeared to alter hi*, countehance, and it 
indicated only a dc^re to ttiare her to peace, cud. 
to escalpate Mnsfelf. 

Lord Reytfrf*,- corientlng to his pFO?«fit'rt>n, 
featiog hlrtftlf by Ade4a'Kfe, faid (6 htr -.-^Ym 
may remeffitetr I wfMe ti) ihftirm you wlieti and . 
wbeit I coald meet you, and t« tell you that I: 
was going for » few daj's to a friend's bbufe, from 
whence I (bould not return till tbe day befere that 
when I was to be with you : Tivo days after I 
wrote that letter I had a fall from my horle, and 
was fo hurt as to be confined to my bed Tiear a fort- . 
night : t>f what palTcd during the &tR ten days I 
am wholly infenfiblc : but in my firft interval of 
reafon I recoUefted my eugagtments with you, and 
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on aiking what day of the week itihen was,Ifound 
the time 1 had lixed was already elapfed : I iroine' 
diately difpatcbed my own Icrvant, who ufed to 
bring you my letters, to CbIms, hoping that you 
might poffibly be fiill at the inn, but to my inez- 
jireffible mortificatioii learned that you had fuled 
that morning with an Enghlfa gentkinan ; I could 
i;et tio fardieir iufonaadon, asd dctenniscd u> rifque 
the ctHifequence Of following yon, ill ai I was ; but 
-H l could not reveal the motirei to this baaaxdoua 
4indeft^ing, all my efforts wtre iranfidered at a re- 
turn «^ my dilirium, and of courle were Yigoroul^ 
oppofed ; this difappointment iucreafed the fever 
which was before confiderdily abated, and con- 
fiiied me aaother n«Gk ; ifae very Ri& day that I 
was Allowed to go out I went to Calais, flattering 
tnyfelf you had cxpe&ed to meet me at Dover, and 
-might have left a letter for tot, ox that you miglit 
have rdturned about that time to Calais, but I could 
obtain DO other fati^f^i^tioa than a coafirmation of 
what I had hear'd; all my endeavours to learo tvho 
yotirtellow traveller wu were inetfeftuat, everyone 
I inquired of told me 1 fitould not know, for that my 
man had faid if I found him he was fure I fhould 
kilt him, I then refolvul on coming to Engl a lul, 
and failed the next day ; I was informed by a gen- 
tleman of n)y acquaintance, immediately, on my 
lauding, and before I went into any houfe, that 
. fuch a lady as I defcribed hnd beeu fecn there with 
H 4 an 
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an Englifii gentleman, and that they went for CaR- 
lerbury, but whether that was their place of delH- 
nation or only in their wa'yi I could not learn, for 
I wa> told that they both afieAed concealr&enE : I 
fbllotv«d 10- Canterbury and was fo &r fortunate aa - 
to go to the houfe where you had changed horfes ) 
but the miltrefs would idl me nothing more than 
that a gcDtleinan^ a young laify and her raaid, had 
been (hen ; (he excufed bcrfeif by faying the lady 
bad enjoined her not to kt any one luuhr what road 
flie went. I then could fcarccly doubt that you 
wifhed to avoid me, yet Itcing ftill TCry unwilling 
to condemn you, I hoped to find you in London, 
and on my arrival then mnt to your uncle's houfe, 
which I found occupied by another family : here I 
wat informed that your uncle was dead, and that 
his executor had received a letter from ^ou ; Ifaw 
it^ and alfo a copy of the anfwer, from which I con- 
cluded you' could not have come on to -London, 
and as you had intimated in your letter that his 
difapprobatioQof your conduct, or any impediment 
to his admitting you aa one of hir family, would ob- 
lige you to return to your friends, that you ftere 
gone back to Calais, I went again to Dover, and 
embarked for France, making in<^uirieB of eveey 
one, which were wholly fruitlcft, for nobody could 
tell me more than that I knew. — I continued my 
journey to Paris, and flattered myfelf you .might 
by this time have written to forae of your re- 
lations, all'accefs to flloof. Bcrtnond's houfe being 
, denied 
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denied me I could get no fatigfiiAioii' there, and there- 
fore I applied to fome of your.moft intimite friend* : 
they were as much at a lofs as royfclf ;, they had 
hear'd you were milling, and the report was that 
)rou.had gone with me^ The day before I quitted 
Pari), by means of bribiag obc of Monf. Bermond'* 
fervants, I gained intelligenee of a. letter by which 
your mother was informed you were in England ;. 
more I could tiot perfwade the man to tell me. — To 
England I then returned with all poffible expedition, 
snd, not knowing where clle to feek you, came to 
London. 1 have been \o. every place in. which I 
thought there was the fliadow of a probability I 
might find you,, andhave afked every Frenchmaa 
I have feen. if he knew your ftiniily ; many eould 
tell me you had left Paris, hue 'none whither you ' 
were gone ;. and now, after all my fearch, I meet 
you in a haufe where I have feveral times been, 
snd find thatthi» En glilli -gentleman who has ftj 
difturbed me,, is one in whofe hq^oour and friend Ihip- 
I imagined I might have fafi^ly confided. 

And if ytoa will allow me a candid hearing, re- 
plied Mr. Stovenell, you will be convinced that j[ ' 
have riot deceived your eipciSations. — I arrived at 
Calais the day after Mademoifdie Rouffoncame 
' there, — flie fcnt me a billet defiling to fee me,— (lie 
Bold me her diflrefa, and begged, my proteftion. in 
die voyage to England : — could 1 refufe it ? — her' 
afldng it was a. compliment, and the exigency o£her 
ituatiou demanded every relief I coijld give her. — 

.'■'''' . H s idia. 
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I did at every man of honour would have done, I 
iufifted on Raying' niih her till fhe ivas in a place of 
fefefy : — I waircd with her hn snfwer to the letter 
flic wrote to her iinele, and thee, finding- his houfc- 
could not afford Tier an afylflth, 1 ofiered her one in. 
my mother's : — hither I brought her, and here flw 
would have rcniainEd had not arclntion of hcr's fent 
lier an invitation to Bourdeaux. — As 1 f\rppofe you 
have only appeared to her as Mr. Bcfworth, ihc did 
not know .you by your title, and though flie told us 
the cirtumftancES of yotjr deferring her ftic nerer 
would mention your name: — that you have n6t 
feen her till now, is owing to ihc'conccalment 
which was Dcceffary to prcrcnt the purfuit of her 
friend«, and your being oat of towTi ; fof fiuce her 
going to Bourdeaiix was refolved on, fhe has beeli 
vifible to all that have come to the houfe : — and 
■now, Lord Reyeolm, contitiued Mr, Staveiielf, if 
I am not Jnfiified, name the fatlsfaftion you espe&i 
—I. am ready to give it you. — I a(k nothing, hit 
lordfljip replied, but your forgivenefs, and that of 
Maderioifelle Rouflbn ; will yoti, my Adelaide," 
*dmjc my tfxcofe for the breach of my pnnnif<lr 
and pardon the fufpicions I ghtftrtsitied of you'?— I 
can forgive them, flie atifwered, rtill crying, bift 
•*— Will you then. Lord Heycolm interrupted, altoiV 
me in my o^ni |ferfon to ix^lcat the 'aOu ranees I 
made you ss Mr- Btfworth, and'Will you ^rftxm 
to me (hat promife which you javeTiim ! — Xfo, no, 
replied AdelaMe, kd^ed ■ 1 ' Will 'not ;—tbSy irtt- 
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two different perfons ; Mr. Befworth- m'lglit marry 
whom, he would, but Lord Reycolm muft marry 
"MHs Fitzarthur p— he toll not break bi* word for 
tcie. — I am forry 1 hare occaGoaed fo much trouble 
and uneafinefs where I have been fo generotrffy 
treated, but I wiiljfOtoBourdcaui— Howjaftty faid 
, Lord Reycoim, doe» your conduft cfindeom mine ! 
—I acknowledge my priw engagement to Mift Titz- 
arthur, and cannot excafe my departure from it.— 
My lord, you atcfrora this moment freed from ft, 
faid ConHance ; it frai never my inieneion ' to bold 
you bound by it.— You are too generous, inter- . 
Tupted Adelaide, you rouft not do fo, rather let 
me rffign Lord Keycotm, I ottghr to dok, and I 
Will. 

Mr. Stavenel! now defired hi» mother to coun-: 
termandthe orderBforthe journey, and coming up 
to Mademoifelle Rouflbn, he took her hand, and 
faid he wilhed to have a minute's cAiverfation with 
ier J they went together into the next room, leav- 
wig Loid Reyccrim to ntake the beft of hU apalo^ 
40 his coufin. Mri. StaVenetl went away to ilop 
tiie preparations, and Coa(tance wh» felt for th« 
■sukwirdnefs of Lord Reycolm's fku&tion, andwaH 
anxion j to relieve it, before he could fpeak faid :— 
cbe enga^m>ent bet:ween us certKiily ought not'to 
fceatty impediment to your futfiUing y!aur mora re- 
cent pioniife'to Madenioifebe RoiriTcdij ttwM<uat>' 
cdiatoiaCompKancewith tbewilfaesof yow 6ltlwr 
aad mine, who mlflook «luldifhfondtiefs {niana' 
H 6 thing 
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thJDg more pcrmaiieot :— I beg you -.vill not foffer' 
any confiilcrat'ion for me to imbitter a joy wbiclt 
beltcTe me I participate ; — I am fure my fsiber^ili 
releafe you : — you have not broken your wort!^ 
rhougb you may have altered your iateniion, for 
you are dill unmarried : — You do me injuftice if 
you fafpeft I ffliall beaagry at your preferring her 
to mc- I as) ouiy forry that I am any oblhcle, and 
I wi(h that by havic^ been a little lefsreferTed, you 

' wpuld have fpared me the (Ufficulty of eitdeavouiing 

. to account for your coudufl iibce you came to Eng* 
gland, but I fee your eaibarralTraent muft have 
been gteat,- and am rejoiced to find yoR faase b 
very good an apology for your change. 

Indeed replied Lord Reycolm, you hold the 
fkioe place in my tfiteniy and however paradoxical 
it ma.y appear, I can with lEUth fay you ^oIU the 
fainc place in my afiHiaxy as you did when I leic 
you at your iather's, and it ntas not till I knew 
Adelaide that I was cenfeioue the-leaA-panicle of 
either remoiBed unengaged to-yo»: — from an ac- 
(juai^[anc»ftitb her I learnt the diSf rente between 
lore and frisodflup- 1 eiid»a»oured by e«ery nieam 
to conquer a paffion which t could never tbin^ niy> 
Iclf juftified in encouraging^ but my eSoi^B were 
weffeifltial, aad when I heard- that a remoral frdm 

-fcet mother'* houfe was oeceffaiyr I fwgot eveiy , 
either confide rati pn^ and urged her to- accompany 
me'to England : — the fimetnbrance that I wa« <£>- 

■m.% wrong I lljAedi. by Sattertng myielf there wu 
apoffibiliiy 
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pnAtbtlity of your wUbtog j^aurfelf freed from 
your engagement to me, and I thought if I brougtu 
her to her uncle's 1 Q»iild have leifure to difcovcr 
your fcniimeats i had I perceived any altera- 
tion in them, I intended then to acknowledge my 
affeflion fw her, and, if I did not, I refolved can- 
didly to tell you ^an I was lituated, and to leave k 
to your generoQty lo deterirtn^ whether you- would 
releafe me, or oblige me to give up yoiir rival; 
but •n my return to England, I was in fuch a Itate 
of fufpence with regard to Medemoilclle Rouflon, 
that I knew not how tO' behave to you : a£ flie wai 
the only impediment to my renewing my addrelTes 
to you, if my fuffHcioos of her were well founijed, 
to inform you of whai waa palfcd would have been 
needlefs, and might have coft -me the whole of you* 
good opiiiioa ; and yet to withdraw my rcganpfron^^ 
ber while I had the leal^ hope that file delerved it, 
would have been as cruel as 1 found itimpoflihle : 
do not fhamc me^ Mi6 Filxarthur, with faying I 
have not broken jjty wordto you :— IhavenotkeiK 
k by ray own choice ; for I will not conced from 
you that I ofitred to marry her> and iirged her to it 
before we left Paiis ; fhewouldnot confent, and her 
rcfufai has jaadc me appear Icfe criminal than 1 re- ' 
ally am.— I am amply repaid, Coqflance aofwered* 
for whatever painful fufpicions your manifeft coolr 
BsTaeccafioiiedu) my mindby the happiDefsIam 
nov witncfs to ; I fbould- ha-vc been inexprc^hly 
nileciUjlc if you had found Madcmoifelle B-oufibu 
wbca 
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vhen ii VIM not in my power to reteafe jou ^— we 
■rouft both have been wretched. 

Their converfat'ton was internipte^ b^ ttte es' 
trance of Mrs. Stavcnell.-^WeU, fwd flie,, how is 
it fettled ? — who i* Lord Reycolm to "have at laftf 
—Oh, Mademoifelle ttouffon certainly, replied Con- 
Aance, I ha»e caft him off entirely.— I am glad of 
it, Mrs. Staveoell anfwered, 'twaa the Tcry thing I 
wifhed ! now we may all be happy,— Her niece too 
well underftood the caufeof her joy, andwhoweFC 
included in i>//;'bdt ocoupied as fbe was with the 
prefent, flic did not look to the fuCurer nor did Hk 
forefee that by ihi« ame aift of generofity, (he pur- 
chafed to herfelf 'inifery beyond what flie could 
'have imagined. Left Mrs. Stavenell ihould reveal 
more than file defired Lord Reycoliu to know, {he 
Hurn«l her anentton to the breakfill, 'which had hi- 
therto remained unregarded ; ^d Mr. StaveneU 
Snd Madetnoifellr Rouflbn were called : Mr. Stare. 
tiell anfweredthat heWai Gomugimroediaccly, the 
door was left open, and 'Couihuicc who had gone 
Id fetch them, heiir'd him fay to Adehide :-— I in- 
fift on it, or I will never fee you again :— you will 
©lily- espofe yourfelf, for I fliall fay the fame there 
^bat I do here. — ^She made no repty, and xbey came 
n the breakfailtable, MaderrWHlcLk Roviflbn ftillia 

■ What this indicated Conftante was ^raH to ex- 
amine ; fl« began to a^^rehend that t-ord Rcy- 
' Colm's'-rerufal would come fromvquarter whence 
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be lead expefled it, and that her conjeAureof Ade- 
kide's attachment to Mr. Staveneil was too well 
'founded ; inftcad of her agitation fubfiding after the 
■firft fliock, it evtdcBtly Increafed ; flw could ea| no- 
thing, and cl'icd vehemently. In a ftv mioiiies 
flic weiit out of the room, and declined ConAance's 
offer to accompany her : her behaviour was matter 
of aftonifhmcnt, becaufe it itfai certainly aa unna- 
tural Confequence of joy; but Mr. Staveneil »f- 
cribed it sU to her une^peSed meeting of Lord 
Reycolmj and this fiplnion Mifs Fitzarthur en- 
deavoured to fuppon, though flie fufpeiSed it was 
erroneous. When breakfaft was over ihe was going 
up Itaira to Adelaide, bat Mr. Staveuell following 
and flopping bSr, took her into the back parlour^ 
and faid to her — From what 1 have obferved and 
what r have learnt, I am fure you know too much 
of Maderaoifelle Rouffon's affairs to attribute hear 
uncommon perturbation'toyBj' .-^I may fafdy truft 
you with my confidence, and will the ref ore tellyow 
ingeniioufly whence it arifes, and what I am re- 
Tolved to do: the fays you put a cjucfHon to het 
this morning which embarrafTcd her, and convinced 
"her that your fagadty had difcovercd our tnclina-. - 
"tions :— it ta,therefore Meed lefs for me to own what 
were my iotentionB and views ; whatever they were, 
her meeting with Lord Reycolm is an effeRuat'bar 
to tbem; 1>ut'flve 'has, 1 am 'forty to fay, fonfc 
difficulty !(i dCeorartwdating herfelf to this change 
of circumfttmccs J 'flic "wmild, with aU unaceount- 
, ' . able 
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able caprice, u (hii motneat refufe Lord Reycolo), 
and ootwiihitanding Ae fatisfaftory reaibiu he gave 
for hit di Appoint loent of her, and the affei£tioD be 
haajnanifefied for her, fhe would think herfelf ob- 
liged to you if you woald infill on hit perfurming 
his engagement to you. I cannot, replied Coo- 
fiance, i[ is impodible.— I would not have you d[> 
k £iid he, if it were in your power ; — the fame 
caprice that makes ber wilhtobe rid of him, would 
perhaps foon make her repent bcr rcDunciation of 
. him ; — with refpe^t to myfcif, though my fucce& 
flattered me, and I think myfcif unfortunate, I am 
not fa attached to her ai to he&tate in determinin£ 
what is fitieft to be done : — Lord Reycolm fhall 
have her, and I cannot doubt that her mind wilL 
foon recover itfelf ; — with meflie would.have been 
unhappy if ever (he had m=t him, for then this ca- 
pricious humou:' would have taught her^ to likt 
tim inftead of me ; I wilh therefore that you wouLd^ 
take fomc puns- to coaviQce her of her obligationi 
.to him ; and have told you the whole of this af- 
fair that you might adapt your medicines to her 
difeafe. I think it is very prcbable file may rifcnt 
my giving her up ; if fo, fhe will encourage. Lord- 
Reycolm out offpite, and th;it,will ferve; as well 
as. a bettet motive, to prevent his being uneafy.— 
Are you fure, faid Conlknce, that you areiioing 
light in obliging her to accept Lord Reycolm ?t-. 
fuppofing that flie fubroits to the neceffity witb^tbe . 
cjliments fhe at pr^ent entcitains;, nhat is their 
grofgc^ t 
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prarpeft ? they "wiil be miferable. — Truft me they 
will nor, replied Mr. Staveaell, I will anfwer for 
it that in a week'* time ihe will be very well fatif- 
fieJ, if not pleafcd : the phyfic may be a linle dif- 
agreeable, but it ii very faluttiry, and. like will 
thank me for it.— I wiflv MiSk f itzarthur anfwer- ' 
ed, that you may pro»e a true prophet, I acknow-. 
ledgi I have fome do^bti, and I cannot attempt 
perfuadiog her> Then only leave her ta herfelf, 
faid Mr. Starenell, when flie fiods that I give her 
DO encouragement Ihs will look to Lord Reycolm ; 
for he hai certainly the next beS place in her aSecr 
lions. — I will do all in my power to make this ne- 
ceflary change e*fy to her : — you all know I ought 
to have been at Portfmouth long before this time, 
and, ai I think Ow is now fafe, and no longer needs 
my protection, I Oiall fet out la foon as I canv — I 
Wieve it will be better npt to take any notice of 
what I have told you ; I hope my mother has not 
fufpefted any panicuhrity between Mademoifelk 
' Rouflbn and rayfelf, and unlefi it ia mentioned, to 
you, it will be moA prudent for us to be filent on 
the fubjed. Conftance was of Mr. Stavenell's 
opinion, and in admiration of bis, conduct left him 
to vLfit Adelaide. 

She found her fitting alone, looking on the 
ground, and very bufily twifting the corner of 
her handkerchief round her finger. With fbme 
diSkulty Ilie perfuaded her to move, and they 
went together to the room where Lord Reycolm 
and 
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and Mr. ScaTeaeU were; the latter of wlioiR 
quirted bi» feat as they eotered, while Lord Rey- 
colm was fpeakiTig to Madamoilclle Kouflbn, faid 
in a low voice to Conflaitce — My mother is called 
away, and will not be here fat fome minutet, let 
us lesTc them toEjether, come and take, a turn in 
the park with meM-^^he law Mr. StftTenell't 
motive, and agre^g to hn propofium. Hipped 
out of the room without Adelaidc'i percclTing k. 
The recent erenta furmflied ample fubjeA for con- 
Tcrfation, and oa their ratura Conftanee was muck 
pleafcd to fee her friend't ceumetMace biighcen^ 
Into a finile. 

The proprietyof immediately informing Made- 
tnoifelle Rouflbn'a retatioii at Bourdeaux of bd 
event which would at leaft poftpoRe her journey, 
and the necdSty of commuDicating ii to Lord 
I>ramferne wtie now to be coafidered ; the firft 
Mr. Sravenell took on himlelf, promifing to write 
before the poCb went ; but the lattcf was a. tender 
Jjoinf, efpccialfy to Loril Reycolm ; that X^oiil 
Drumfcrne would confent to the eishange mm 
problematical ; that he would not, was. the- more 
probable fuppofiiion, and this point reqmred de- 
liberation, — Let me write to him, fwd Conftanc*, 
1 will try to perfuade him ; I can truly tell him 
it is my with that he (hould approve what you 
have done, and, if he thinks it ao injury to me, 1 
lliatl defire him to make me the only rcpara- 
rion by accepting Madtmoireilc Roulfoo in ray 
■ ftead 
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Acad. — I inuft tcU him perronaliy, Lord Reycohti 
anfwered, and 'hot? am I to face him after fuch a 
breach of my'promife ? to tell him how good you 
are would be to arm bim agaiuft me, and to take 
away all hope of his acquiefcence ; the injury I 
have done you it aggravated by your meiit.— Do 
not talk of that, faid Ihe, I do tiot wUh to hear 
my own praifet t it yi>u will <oUige mc, (hew me 
how I can be of fcrvice.— I will go down to my 
father's, LmtA Reycolm repliad, Mid ^endeavour to 
convince him, if what I have done has not already, 
that I am umforthy of you j but J haVo ecfM 
Terfoti to f«ar Sir Edw^d*« 'ref<!titmeiir; be may 
JHltly conrtder thbasatiinfult on fclidanghtar.-^ 
1 hope, laid Ihe, whm he knows how fincerely 
I T^olce m what hai happened, he will not ibklc 
"latflflyof it.— I would, faid hii lordQiip, goim- 
mediatiily to ft'arftoobvry, btlrt that it is nocridry 
1 ftibttld fee my ifother fifft; I rauft the«foie 
■write, and follow (ny letter at foon as I'tfao.— 
The fcttlem«»t of thefe affain w^s then concluded 
^y his determining to fct out the next morning 
WLord Drumferne's : Adelaide -was to flay till 
ftis return, at Mrs. Stavenell's, and, a( no excuft 
lefs than he had hitherto had, could excufe her 
■fon'a abfence from Ponftnouth, it waa agreed that 
^e Ihould call on lj.ord Rsycolm, and that, as far 
■ "« their way lay in the fame track, ihfy Iliould 
*rauel together,— Adelaide's wavciing mind feemed 
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now fised j flie patted from Lord Reycolnr 
with regret, and he fei out from Mri. StaventU's 
with the wilhet of all for hiafucce^. 



CHAP. XIX. 
DiiArpoiNTwSSJ-. 

.'TpHE fccnc which wat now opened t» Con- 
flasce'i view, was ytry <USercnt from th»t 
to which flu fc^d for feme yean been accuflomed : 
flie felt DO legist -M renouncing her ezpe^aaoiu j 
At happineft vhich (he hoped ftie promoted ab- 
forbed every idea of thai kind, and her own ple«- 
fure had been unalloyed but for the, fear of Lord 
Farnford'a perfeciitionj ihe foreiaw the only obfla- 
cl^ whicb he regarded bwng now remoTcd, fhe 
fhould be cipofed 10 bit, Lady £mma's, aad Mrs. 
Stavenell's folidtation : to withftand, thefe effori* 
united wai polilble, becauic her diltike of Lord 
Farnford was great ; but to iive tolerably under 
(hem was not to be eiiKfled :_the only -hope (be 
entertained was, that when he wa) conviticed d' 
her real opinion, he would be difcooraged, and 
after fome time leave bcr in peace; and her only 
eligible alternative, if he perfiHed, wa> to infonn 
her father of her fituation, and defire to return 



I. Coo^^lc 



A N O V S L. if>i 

*o Marftouburv ; a msafure which} hov7eTer mili- 
tant \o her wifties, (he ri'olTed to put in execu- 
tion, as foon at his Ibrdlhifi grew trotiblefome. 

Lord Rcyeolm and Mr. StaTcnell fct off toge- 
ther, and agreed to return about the Tame time : 
the abfence of the latter had the effect he intended : 
Adelaide feemed not only reconciled to, but happy 
in her lituation, (he condnued the life Hie had for 
the preceediog fortnight Jed, and was every where 
received as the future wife of Lord Reycolm. 
Conlhmce was very much rrjmced to find that no 
difagreeable change in L>ord Farnford's behavi- 
or fallowed the communication of thefc evenrs to 
him : he treated her with more refpeft than ever, 
and ffie, willing to ffliew him that flie marked and 
approved hii'troniju^ relaxed at much of the 
baultur (he afltimed towards him, as (he thought 
flie might pritdeDtry. Lord Calome, when he 
Uad tneniioned 1o bcr what he had heard concern- 
h^Lord Reycolm, highly applauded her renun- 
ciation ; but hinted'his regret- that this accident 
muit in fotne meifure lelTen the intimacy between 
them : his bebaTioar conformed, to Wi^fenfe of pro- 
priety ; the did^ce with which be treated her wai 
increafed, and he feenwd carefully to avoid hU 
dvility- that bore the appearance of perfonaliiy. 
i.aAy Maria. Peryron, while (he' rejoiced in every 
imprui'elnent of- CoiiSdnce's fituation, was uneafy ■ 
for Iter'; iSi» had apprehcafion* refpefting Lord 
Famford, atid frequently warned her leH (be (hauld 
3 think 
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tbiak terretf too fecure to m:ike cauiumt ncceflkry. 
Lady Emma's hopci were ratfeil, her pcrleverance 
was ftrcngtlicDcd) and hei bcother'ii paflion, ever 
the topic of her private converfation wiih Mifa 
Fitsanbur: thus fometmies encouraged by Lord 
Faraford't attention to decorum, to thick Lady 
Maria't fufpicions grouadLefs, at other times alarm- 
ed by them, and teazed by Lady Emma's. iinpor- 
tunity, Ihe wat frequently pkaled, terrified, and 
vexed in the fpace of twelve hours. 

t«rd Eeycolm performed his promlfe of writ- 
ing, as foon at he knew his father's fcRtimcats, 
and to the iufinite joy of all iaterefted far htm, 
t^y learnt that Lord Drum&rse's cond.ud had 
been fuch as hi« fon wifiied ; he profefled himfelf 
very ready to accept of the fubflitution, provided. 
11 was, aa Lord Reycolm reprefented it, with 
Conftancc's voluntary concurrence ; the. pEeafure 
which this event gStve Adelaide was greater than 
her friend had ezpe£Ud,flie received (be intelligence 
with appearance of joy, and coald not copceal her 
iasiety lefi Sir Edward Fitearlhur*s <Ufpofition to 
acquiefcence Qioujd he lefs than L^ord Drumfecne's ; 
but_ this, Conftance, vbo bad yritt^n tp her fiuher, 
aflured her (he had noreafon tofeac, She had fiatcd 
to hjtn how much be would oblige hcT' by dif-> 
charging Lord Reycoirn frotiy^hiseri^giement, and 
from bis well-knowo iA^lioatjon to iodulge hv. 
Ae ventured to become rcfpoq&bl« fot k'u co«»pli- 
ance. 

3 But 
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But m this, however good^the bundalton t>f her 
Itopes, flie was deceived ; her letter was anfwered 
in » ftyle far different from her ezpedationi, Sir 
Edward -accufed Lord Reycolm of a fcandalout 
evafioq of his ]»mnife, and fatd it waa abfurd to 
adf bis confeot to a bufincfi which he knew woidd 
be concluded whether he gare or with-held it j that 
all his profpe3 for her was ruined, atul, howerer 
inclined Hk might foolilhly be to acquit Lord 
Reycolm, his conduA to her bad been fuch as no- 
thing could excQfet and' ftich ai, if fhe bad tht 
fpirit (lie ought 10 have^ fhe would' refenr : that 
lit faw plamly Lord Dniniferae's love of money 
would prernl on him to think very favourably of 
his fen's breach of bis word, as Mademoifelle 
RoulTbn's fbituoe was immediately her own ; the . 
letter concluded exaiSly as it began in terms 
^ ifperity, and espre^ns of dirappoititment. 

ConftflDce was much mortified at finding her 
father's fontiineiKs fo contrary-to ihofe ftie had 
almoft pledged herfelf to enfure for Lord Rey- 
colm J whofe c^nce was notj fhe thought very 
glating, and that it fliould be fo fcrere a ifapi 
pointment to Sir Edward afloniflied her : Mrs. Sta- 
Teitell had infinuated, on her firft coming to her, 
that it was not deemed by the woflda very advan- 
fag^ouB match for her : Lord Drumfeme's cllate, 
k was well known, was but- juft fufficient to fop- 
^t his title in the place where he lived, and ui 
London could not hsvc done it ; he was not an 
EngliOi 
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Englifh peer, dot had hu family antiquiiy to 
boaft : be wis himrdf a man whom her father (he ' 
nai fure diflikcd; ittey had differed on political 
fubjefls, and the only link* which hdd them to- 
gether were their mutual relatioo to Lady Bar- 
bara, and Lord Reycolm's early attachmrnt to hit 
couJin. Why thercforfi all thefe circumflatices 
confidered, Sir Edward ihould incline tp refcnt- 
mcnt, was a question Oie could not folve, but Hi^ 
hoped that it would fubfide, and that Lord Rey- 
colm's viCt at Marllonbuiy would reconcile them. 
It was in valo to.attenipt keeping Adelaide ig- 
norant ' of the contents of this letter ; fbe was - 
hurt at Sir Edward's Juiger, and would hardly ad- 
mit ConOance's pcrfuafions to believe it wu an 
effufioEi of difappointment, and that Lord Rey- 
colm's account would be moFc ^Tourable-: the 
event proved Adelaide's incredulity juflifiable, Sir 
£dward bad anfwered Lord Reycolm'* letter b 
the mofl reproachful language, and pofitirely re- 
fufed to fee him : hir ab^nce from town was 
Iherefbie flio;'tened,.ind he returned to Mrs. Sta- 
venell'sin a ^veek. 

Sir Edward had exprefled no iatcndon of obliging 
Lord Rey.colm to the performance of bii proniife, . 
nor had he releafed him from it ; it was therefore 
neceiTary that fomething, equivalent to his confent 
jhould. be procured ; . and .for this purpofe his 
daughter wrote to him, in fuch terms as flio 
thought befl calculated to appeafe him ; he an- 
fnrered 
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Bttfwered her letter, but bis anger was very little 
■bated, he repeated bi« exj>relTioB3 of <tifappolntinent 
and to her requeft, for his acquiefcence oiily replied, 
tbat be fhould be mad toinfiil on Lord Reycolm's 
hurrying her, as, fuppoling he could compel biro to 
it, flie could eipeft nothing but the worft ufagc 
from bira. ThiE, however barfli, was in effeft 3 
difavowal of any intention which could oppofc 
her wifties, and it wa$ rendered lefs unpleafant by 
a letter' from her mother which accompanied it. 
Lady Barbara rejoiced in Lord Ileycolm's having 
found Mademoifelle RoufTon, commended her 
daughter's conduA, and ei-cufed his, adding, that 
her difajqwintraent was not great, for that, although 
ihe had forborne maVJog objefliotis, a marriage 
betwecti fuch near relations Hie could not heartily 
approve. This Opinion, and the terms in which it 
was conveyed, mitigated the effe£ta of Sir Edward's 
feverity, and his daughter begged'tbat no more 
jnigbt be fald on the fubjeft. 
' Adelaide who wilhed much, as fbe had now 
nothing to apprehend from perfecutidn, that the 
breach with her mother might be healed, wrote 
her a circumtlantial account of what had palTed, 
entreating thai flie might be allowed to fee her, 
and offering, if her requeft was granted, to return 
immediately : to her making this propofition 
Lord Reycolm confented, on condition that before 
(he went flie would give him a title to accompany 
her : of this overture to peace Madame Bcrraond 
Vol. I. I took 
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took no notice, and Adelaide who wat beyood 
exprcllion monififd, conunitiing herf^f to th« ■ 
guidance of Lord Rej'colin, referred wholfy to ' 
him the care-oF what belonged to her, and which 
her prefence in France was now neccffary to fe- 
cure. A day but -i few dffiant was named for 
their marriage, and Mr. Siareoell, who was not 
yet returned, was defired to be in town, that he 
■who had been the guardian of MademmlellB 
RoufTon, might exfrcife the laft aft of his power 
by beftowing her on Lord Reycolm. An cxcufe 
inftead of atquielcence waj the anfwer : Mr, Sta- 
venell faid bit buGoefs wtiuld not admit o{ hii 
flbfence ftom Portfmouth, but that, ai he thought 
any delay might occa£on mifchicf, hq would de~ 
pute Lord Calorne to this office, and would write 
to alk hiin to accept it. Mils Fitzarthur, wbo 
faw a better reafoo for what Mr. Stavenell did, 
t than he acknowledged, applauded fecretly iaa 
prudence, and was very glad that Adelaide's ton- 
itancy, which feemed now eflabltfhcd, would re- 
cnvc no more fliocks. Lord Calome very readily 
undertook to be Mr. 'Stavenell'a reprefentati»e : 
the ceremony was performed on the day appMnted^ 
and immediately after it Lord Reycolm and his 
wife fet off for Lord Drumferne's, where they 
propolcd flaying a few days, and then continue 
their journey to Paris. 

A little comforted by the hope that as Eng- 
land was to be the place of Lord Reycolm's rcfi- 
dcnce, 
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deace, this was but a temporary and a fliort (epa-, 
' ratior, and greatly, by refleding on it ai the com- 
pletion of his hapjnneft, Conftance bid adieu to 
the plealure flie had enjoyed in the fociety of 
Mademoifelle Rouffon i though ihe felt much at 
the hour of parting, {he fummoned all her cou- 
rage,, and, to fpare her friend'i fuflfenng, affefted 
va air of chearfuloefs ; but trhen fhe wu gon^ 
and the hurry of departure ceifed, aii if the had 
been aware that thlt wat a fatal blow to the peaco 
»nd tranquilliiy fbe had hitheito been Me^ed with, 
&e became abibrbed in grief. 

Mrs. Staveoelt, would not, however, fuSer her 
loDg to indulge thus; flie berfelf had none of 
thofc weaknefles which though painful, aiTorcl 
pleafurc ; her ridictile was called forth to correft 
her niece, whom the food forced, at leaft in her 
prefence, to fuj^rrfs her tears t to find forae one 
who would fympathize wth her, Conftance pro- 
pofed making a vifit to Lady Maria and Lady £m> 
ma I'eryton, from whom her attention had been 
for fome time diverted; but this Mrs. StaceneH, 
contrary to her uftial cudom, oppofed : her rca-' 
ion for it flu kept ■ fecret, and Con(huice feeinj^ 
it not perfcflly agreeable to her, gave up the in- 
tention. 
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CHAP. XX. 



\ S Mn. Stavcnell and her niece were the next 
'^*' 'morning fitliog at work together, in a room 
nest the Qreet, they heard a carriage coming un- 
commonly faik, and with a n<nfe that excited thdr 
curiofity, Conflance got up to the window, and, 
juH ai Mrs. Stavcnell had faid — Wbofe ii it ^ 
a thundering knock at the door informed them 
it was coming there j a poft-chiufc and four pre- 
fently appeared, and Conftan« bw it was Lord- 
Farnford's ? — Where can l>ord Farjiford have 
been, faid (he, it ii his carriage, it is fplafiied all 
over, and he ha^ hired horfea. — We fbatl know I 
gue&, Mrs. Stavenell aofwered : I'U go down and 
meet hinv — She went away, and her niece remained 
at the window. Lord Farnford jumped out of ibe 
chuTe, with his pocket book in his hand, and ran 
into of the houfe : in about un minutes be and 
Mn. Slavedell came up flairs, and ConAance heard 
him fay as they crofled the outer roam — Infure me 
fucoefs and I am the happieA creature Uring. 
They entered the room where Mifs Fitzarthurwaa, 
file rofe, aad Lord Farnford advanced towards her. 
My dear, faid Mrs. Stavenell, here's Lord Farn- 
ford juft come to town. — Yeur lordlhip has come 
a great 
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gteat way, faid Conftance, if I may judge hf 
the appearance of your equ-ipage< — 1 have travelled, 
he replied, thirty-fii hours without flopping for 
any thing more than to change horfei, and to 
tranfaiS the bnfineft I went oa ; «nd in that time 
havft been two hundred and fiity miles.— Some 
urgent occafion faid Mift Fitaanhur j no accident 
in your family, I hope.— No aceident, he anfwer- 
ed, but very urgent bufinefs : I was defired, ma- 
dam, to give this letter to you- Conftance took 
a letter which he offered her, and -immediately " 
knowing the fuperfCTiption to be of her father*i 
writing, fhe llarted and alked permlffion to read it. 
certainly fsud Mm. Staveaell, on whofe coun- 
tenance a fignificant fmile was vilible, 'twas givea 
you to read. She thca opened it, and (bund ths 
contents tbefe : - 
' Dear Daughter, 
' The mortification and difappoititfflent which 

* Lord Reycolm't ineicutafale departure ftx>m hi» 

* word has occa&oned me ia in fome meafurc cov- 

* penfated, and my anxiety for you leflened by a pro- 
''pofal which Lord Farnford has done me the honour 
' of a journey hither to make to me r he afks my 
' pernuHion to declare himfelf a candidate for your 
' favour, which I have without heljtacion granted 
' him, and have promifed to be his' advocate with 

' I trull I 'meed fay little to convince you how 
-'highly: for your inteteft foch a match will be j 

Is 'it 



* it ia beyond my raoft fangu'ioe expe^tiong for 
' you, boih with refpcfl to rank and fortune, h» 
' eSate is, he aflliret me, unincumbered, and its 
'annual amount >stOOoI- Think what an efiab* 
' liftrnWDt tbi* it, and then judge hov much I ata 
' delighted with the proTiKA. 

' What your fendments refpeftiag Lord Fam- 

* ford *re, Z know not : from what he telh me I 
' fuppofe you are iottmately acquainted with him ; 

* bur, either from dtfidnice of hU own power, or 

* from on idea that what I fay will have great 
'WMgbtwiih jou, he does not chufe to mention 
' hi* wifhes without fome authority from me. } 
I nm pleafed wiih his candour, and. with blm ; and, 
' if I am. not very much deceived, his aSi^^oq 

* for yoa woulJ alone entitle him to your regard : 
' my fiflei's aitacbment to him and to yoa art 
' proofs that he is defervlng of you j you have 
' ever reprcfented her kisdoefs to- yoi as very 

* great, and I cannot therefore dbubt that' in fa- 

* vourtng Lord Farnford (b.e promotes your in* 
' tereft. 

* I Ihall impatiently wait an anfwer from you, 
'i and expeft to learn your genuine fencimf ut;, 

* Your mother joins in love to my liAer and to 

* you, with 

* Your very affectionate &tberi 
' EDWARD FiTZARTHUR/ 
The' furprife, the confu&on, and indignation 
which this difcovcry of the bufinefs for which, 
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and the place wHthcr, LoiJ Faniford had-fci ci- 
■pcditioufly traTeiied, cxc-ited in Coiillancc, tnft.iQ- 
taneoufly manifefted themfelvet in her counts- 
aasce. When flie ha4. te^xd ike letter Slit put it 
in her pocket, and took up her woik iviihout fay- 
ing a word. — Well my dear, fsid her auni, what 
nfwsi why your letter feema to have difturbctl 
you.— It has iadeed,- raadam, replied Conftance ; 
the contcnte of it are equally unexpefted and dif- , 
ftgreeable; but it ii very eafily anfwered. — How? 
tay dear madain, fald' his lordlliip eagerly. — B/' 
doing aa my 'father l^ids mc, (lie returned, by giv- . 
i»f him my genuine fentiinents. — And whnt are 
they, he afced. — I am fure, Comlance replied, 
it ia unoeceflary for me to tell you what they arc, 
my lord.-^It ia indeed, faid he, the reception yon 
hare given his letter is a fufKcient inJicaiion qf 
what they are, and confiims my apprehenlions 
that I fljould find you flill the iame cruel ofidu- 
ratc MIft Fitzarthur; remember your father is 
my friend, and J doubt not he will eScct a, relax- 
ation of your fereriry. — If, apfwered flie, your 
lordJhip could be mean enough lo rely on my fa* 
ther's authority, ^ou would foon fee your error, 
he has an undoubted right to controul all my a^li- 
tohs, but he can hare no dominion over my mind ; 
nor will he, I am convinced, one moment urge 
the purport of his letter, when he know* how 
coQtrajy it is to my inclination — his parental 
anxiety for my happinefs, aod (he deception of 
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fpcciou* appearances have miflcd him j he will Ibou 
be better informed, and I hope, as you thought 
his patronage neceflary in thu inflance, you will 
p;iy eniisl deference to his authority when he de- 
files j'ou to dcfill : your lordlhip was not ignorant . 
oi my opinion on the fubje^ and I muft tcltyoa 
tllal I cannot look on this privately obinoing the 
fanftion of his approbation u any other than x 
Tcry uuhandfome method of endeavouring to im- 
pofe on my judgment, and fuch as no gentleman 
would have adopted : it has however fuled, and 
' ever will fail. 

To rid herfetf of the painfiri lalfc of diiputa- 
lloQ fhe would now have quitted' the room ;- but 
Mrs. Stavenelt feeing her liCng, interpofed, fay- 
ing — I defire Mifs, that we may have none of 
your tragedy airs : to talk fo to Lord Farnfbrd, 
and then to fling out of the room in a palCoo, is 
a kind of way of behaviour I don't underfland : for 
goodnefs fake what ails you t what is it you're 
angry at ? a mighty affront I can but fay ! God 
keep me from foch touchy people.— Unwilling to 
offend her, Conftance fat down ag^n ; and Lord 
Famfotd, njt at all difcouraged by this manifefta- 
tion of her difli|Ee to him, drew his chair clofe to 
her, and endeavoured to footh her : it was in this 
fituation that Wrs. Stavenel!, with an impardonable 
degree of infenfibility and imprudence, left her 
and went out of the room; her prefence, it wm 
true, was do reflrajnc on' Loi-d Fariiford, but it 
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wai an ideal fecurity to her niece, who now a^ain 
attempted 10 rife, when he feiebg her hand, ttiih 
bis natural impetuolity, Cwore flic Ihould not. go : 
you muft not leuve me he f^d in your prefent 
difpoCtion ;, you muft. Mils Fitzarthur, hear me : 
you are not ignorant of luy lore for you ; and if 
I have erred in what I have done, impjite it to my 
fear of iofing you. I knew the influence Sir Ed- 
ward had over you, and furely 1 W3i oot very 
frrong in trying to win him on my fide : did you 
not once fay, that fuppofing you were not engaged 
to Lord Reycolra, youc father's judgement would 
be the rule of your eondiifl ? — Certainly Coa- 
Hance replied, it ought in general to be fa, but 
not in (bis inliancc, where my refolutions arc 
farmed on fuch principles as ho himfelf would ap 
prove and fupport, were he unbiafied. — Your opt- 
nion, he returned, has uo other foundation than 
prejudice. — It ii founded on reaibn faid flie, and 
is unalterably fixed 1 1 am certain, my father would 
never, ia fuch a cafe command my obedience, 
and as certain, that while allowed to exercife my 
«wn judgment, I lliall ever think and aft as I da 
now. — You fiiall not, replied Lord Farnford, with 
an oath :-on yqutljc future bappinefs of my lift 
depends* and I wiU not c^uit you till you relent.— 
Mrs. Stavenell is my friend, I have your father's 
approbation and authority, and of thefe I fliall 
avail myfelf in full force : furely, for all iho 
aitxiou;, the llceplds hours which I palled whils 
X 5 I thought 
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thoug))t you another*!, I deferre fomethtDg left 
harfli than yoor refufat to hear mc : when I kneff 
thm you were offeDdecl by my enjoymg the little 
freedom you allowed me, I forbore ereti ih«t, and 
hare fufereil in litence ; but a longer Blence it 
would be unreaConabte and ufelefs tn yoato ezpcA, 
and in me to impofe on myfetf ; and if you remain 
inflexible, I ftiall impute it to anorfaer caafe,— T* 
whn caafe t Csad Mifs Htzarthur.— Catame Icnro 
you, hi* lordlhip anfwered, and you letum bh 
paffion.— You are grofsly decetved, repEed 6ie [ my 
feniimen'ts are not the confequeoce of any other 
Mtachment, tRey &re &iA as my acquaintance 
with you has produced.— In the liTfi fa^t, faid Lord 
Farnford, I will fwear I am not deceived: that 
Caloroe entertaina a paSkm for yon be himfetf 
wouU not deny ; and my belief that you accept 
k is well founded; you own yonr frieDifihip for 
him, I know it i* more thnn frieadfhip ; and yon 
can hare no other eicufe for ofing me fo ill,— Con- 
ilance remained 6leat, and Ite contimied— •Your 
filence is an additional proof of my afiertion ; he 
bas fecretly obtained your afiefiioos, and be fimll 
Mifwer for fupplanting me. 

Not tofpeak now, howcTer unincIinedConftancff 
feund berlelf to hold any converfarion with Lont 
Farnford, was criminal, and might be atteitded 
with fetioua confequeiices to Lord Caloroe : ibe 
Aerefore replied— ^hat whoever bad given hittf 
fcch infornntioB had impofed on him ; that fb faf 
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WM whit he fafpefhd from beinfcruci kwaiafub* 
jeA on which Lord Calorne liml nerer fpokta l6 
her, nor did the believe it bad ever entered his ims* 
gination, for thztr fince het eagagemcBr to Lord 
Acycolnt had been cfiflbtred, if there was any dif> 
ference in Lord Cal«rn«*9 beb«viour, it rather in- 
dicated a fi;ar of being thought to eateitain fuch 
fentiineats^^Ii thii true indeed ? faid Lord F»rn* 
ford, looking ftedtkflly at her.— Your doubting it^ 
Coafiance replied, it aa'infult, — I fcora to deceive 
jrbu or any one j but if I muft accommodate my 
sffurancei to your mcreduHly, that yon may not 
remain in this error, I will &ty that on my ho* 

I am fatisfied anfwered he^ and am obliged to 
you for your condefcenfiun,-~now tell mc ingenu- 
Oufly to what caufeam Ito attrrbute your averfioii 
to me ?— To your own coodud, flie replied :— my 
averfioa, as you term it, is not natural ; it is the 
cenftquence of a very fuperficial iavelligatioo of 
your lordllup's libertine cbara&r, — and may hea* 
Mb defend me from knowing more of it.^I am fure 
my father will reachly adftut the obje^ons I Ihall 
make. — I o9(it, be faid, after a paule, that they are 
ilrong obje£iioni to one who has been educated with 
fnch rigid notion*, yet, as you fay your averfioB 
is not natural, may I not hope it is removefttile i-~ 
the effed muft ceafe With the caufe, and the caufe 
fiiall ceafe. — I do not pretend, Mifs Fitzarthur, to 
temt led a TCiy regular life luth«to, yeu Ihall hava 
X6 . the 
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the merit of rcfonning me — it depends on you to 
determine whether I fhall coatioue or ab^on my 
mode of life : — fpeak but a word, and from tbis 
moment I bid an eternal adieu to c«ry irregubirit/* 
— The citufe may ceafe, Conflance replied, and the 
effect ftill fubCLj} ; — our forgetting and even aban- 
doDiDg our errors will not obliterate them : — the 
talk of reformation is too arduous for me to under- 
take, were I inclined to it, and to fpare all farther 
altercating, as your lordfhip has done me the juf- ' 
tice to believe me in one inflance, give mc but the 
like credit when I afliire you, that all the prayers 
■nd protelhitioni with which you may cbufe to im- 
portune me will be inefficacious — ray refolutioo is 
fixed, and I muft lofe-my fenfei before I change it. 
Mrs. Stavenell now entering with Lady Emma 
Peryton, aflced how the two good folks bad fettled 
it, and was anfwered by her'oiece that the hoped 
Lord Farnford was convinced of the truth of that 
in which (he had uniformly perfifled :. Lady Emma 
then taking her brother's part, began to remon- 
flrate with Conflance, who yet remained 6tm, toiA 
her ladyfliip how ufelefs all the could fay would be, 
and reprefented the cruelty of. their importuning 
her . While his lifter and Mifs Fitzarihur were thus 
engaged, Lord Farnford had retired with Mrs. 
Siavenell to a, window at the other end of the room, 
and they were in clofe converiatlon when, pre- 
femly he, taking his hat, went away without fpeak- 
bg to eithex of the tivo ladles ; Lady Emma foon 
after 
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■fter followed him, and Confiaace was left to Mrs> 
StaTcnell, who for upwards of an hour exerted all 
her eloquence in behalf of her fovourite, candemn- 
iDg in fevere temu, her niece*! obdiniicy. 



IT was now that CouHaDce heartily repeated her 
having foreboine to reprefent I^rd Farnford'i 
eharafter in its true and odious colours to her fe- 
ther i-^Ihe bad believed that if her friends at Mar- 
flonbury knew that her fituation in town was ren- 
dered difagreeable by his conduit, (tiefbould be re- 
quired to return borne, but, as this was a facrilice 
of muchpleafure, for the fake of avoiding what at 
thai time was but a fmall evil, flie had in her letters 
faid nothing that indicated unea&nefs, and. it was 
to this omiilion that Ihe fuppofed her father's, ac- 
ceptance of Lord Farnford was owing- : {he now, 
though the path ihe was to purfue was too plitinly 
marked out to need an advifer, wilhed rauch for the 
prefence of fome one who would encourage her ; 
but her wiflies were vain : Mrs- Stavenell was no 
prote^on to her, Lady Macla Pcrytoa the could 
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■tot, except by chance, and when perbapi fiie faaj 
BO opportunity of coa*erfatk>ii with her, fee other* 
wife than by goin^ to her brother'* houfe, which 
was running into the irofchtef flie ftrave to -avoid ; 
Lady Emma'8 abiUtiet, fmall as they were, were 
directed againllher, and to add to herdiftreft there 
was BOW noproTpeAof Mr. SuvcneU'* returo ;— 
his fliip had been uneipeftedly ordered on a criMfe, 
and fo faddenly that he had not eren time to retura 
to London. There was no one (^ her acquaintance 
whofe power and inclination (he iinagined herfetf 
capable of intereUittg for her* befide Lord Calorney 
and here her delicacy interpofcd ; fhe valued his 
good opiriioe, of which fetch an ad as .aUitg hk 
protection would ftie feared hazard the lofs,.aBd 
many other conliderationt flrcnglhening her reliic* 
taoce to avail hcrfelf of Ma fricodlhip, (lie wM left 
to the guidance of her own di(Lretion, Utdthe fup- 
port of coBfi:inU9 re^tiide of intention. 

In the evening of this day (he wrote to her fsther; 
flietofd him her dtflike of Lord Fartifbrd, and that 
k was founded on the unprincipled libertinifm of 
his' character ; thai Ibe was cenain, however hi 
niighc have appeared on afirft interview, an enlarg* 
edjtnowledge of him would (hew the impofittoii) 
and die concluded with begging (hat hit irpportu- 
Bky might be (topped by the fame auAoiity -which 
had permitted it. 

Mot doubting that the rctuni of the poft wm\i 

firce her fn»a her painful fituatton, file prepared her- 

felf 
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lelf to bear it till then with fortitude, and was oM 
B little pleated to hear in the ' morning, from her 
aunt, that Lord Farnford relented her behaviour t - 
thii inferm^tion wm accomjnnied hy a warning 
that Ihe would repent what Ihe had done ; bui ftK( 
-convinced that do repentance could ie fo fevere at 
that of marrying a mui, whom (he not only did- 
not Ime, but, aa far at i» coofiftent with charity, 
hated, heaH all with patience, and without n^y t 
it gave ber concern to fee that Mn. Stavenell't in- 
tcreft ik thii bufinefa affefted herdifpofition toward* 
ber : Ihe was evidently o0cndeid, xad the kindncf* 
with which the had till now treated her, wai in a 
great degree withdrawn*' 

Lady Maria Peryton wat an unconinionly toitg 
time abfent from Mn. Stavenell'*, and Conlbnce, 
not chufing to go (o her, had no opportunity <4 
tdlittg her what had pafied : Lord Faruford culled 
twice before Sir Edward's anfwer arrired, but did 
Dot come into the nxHn where Mifs Fitzarthur was ; 
—her aunt continued unremittingly ber endeavoars 
for him, fometimei trying pcriiufioD, then re- 
proaches, and often warding ber to beware of th« 
confequenceg of her perverfcnefs. 

This uneipefted caufe of vexation fo &r deyrella) 
Conftance's fpirits aa entirely to take away alt in- 
dination to amufement ; her aunt went thercfbrtf 
unaceompanied to ber feveral cngagementa, and left 
her ample leifure to conteinplate her unpleafing fi< 
Ittaiion; in theft bourt offelitude, fchicb the agU 
Utioa 
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tation of ber nund fbrind her to employ in any way 
that would reader ihcm lefs tedious ; flie recotledli- 
cd many circuml!tanceg that mighty had flie undcr- 
ibod them rightly* have warned her of her danger; 
the refjped with which Lord Farnfbrd had affe£led 
to treat her before Lord Reycolra went away, fhe 
now &w wa« but a prelude to bit fcheme, ^nd Mrs. 
StaveneU's unufual oppofition of her intention to 
call on Lady Maria the day before Lord Fari;ford's 
arrival was now explained, as fhe mud have heard 
ofhitabfence from town, and might have fufpeQ- 
<d what he and his friends wifhcd to conceal till he 
declared it. . . 

Sir £dward'< anfwer arrived the day when it wa» 
cxpe^ed, and all anxiety on that head bis daughter 
flattered berfelf would end : what then mult havo 
been her furprife^ when flie fqund that, far from 
admitting her rcafona, he endeavoured to overcome 
them, and that his propofition was Arengthcned in- 
to fpmething not very difiercnt from a command! h« 
began by telling her, that by ihe fame p«fl which 
brought her letter he had recdved one from Lord 
Farnford,, communicating, the particulaBS of the re- 
ception fhe had given him, the objeiftion the had 
Kade to him, and her refufal to admit as of any 
force, his promife to correct whatever was the cauft 
6f her dillike, and entreating Sir Edward again to 
become his advocate : he then flated afrefh to her 
the advantage of the offer, faid that her accepting 
it wit MCfffStry, and that be_had reafans far urgi*g 
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it, which, if he thought prudtnl to a^gt, tnufi have 
•weight with her: he told her it was her little know- 
ledge of the world tl)at made her fee Lord Farn- 
ford's errors in fo magnifying a point of view, that 
her "refined opiniona were the conftquencea of a re- 
clufe education, but that (he would find herfelf 
much miltakeo if Ihe imagined they were thofeof 
the world j that Lord Famford's promifeof amend- 
nwnt ought to fatisfy her, that his love for her wai 
ezceffivt, and that thfre ivei^ riafans for, which 
tounttrhalanctd aU agairift, her immtdiateJj accefting 
f« very eligible an offer. 

Had not Conflance been indmately acqu^nteil 
with herfather''s hand-wrrtittg, nothing wouU havo 
fterfuaded her that this letter, contdning dodrine 
direSly' oppofite to that he had ever maintained, w»i 
not a forgery ,■" but the evidence of ita anihenticity 
was indubitabfe, and the'petufal of it was followed 
by afhoweroftears: Mrs. Stavenell, whowaspre- 
fent with her when it ai-rived, feeing its effeS on 
her, took it out of her hand, and read it : then be- 
gan a more forcible repetition of all (he had heard 
Co the fubjeft ; obftinacy, perverfenefs,' and folly 
were terms not too harfh to c^cprefs iher aunt's re- 
fentment, and Conftance retired weeping r Ifce was 
called to dinner, and, coming into the parlour, 
faw there the caufe of all her uneafincfs ; the tears 
were ftiU in her eyes, and flie took no notice of 
him : they fat down altnoft in fitence ; flie eat no- 
thing, and had fhe not feared irritating Mrs. Stave- 
nell, 
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aell, would have left the room : Lord Fantfor J 
' watched her countenaDce, and urged her to eat, 
till his too kind friend defired biro to let JVIifa Ht£- 
arthur do at Hie chofe, and to<fay nothing to her i 
be then dcMcd, tad their uufocial meal con- 
cluded. 

As foon as the cloth was remored, Lord Fant- 
Ibrd addreffing hirafelf to Cooftanoe, laid,— What 
cleA, Madaiil, may I hope Sir Edward's letter ha* 
had OD }-ou } — It has had that, Ihe replied, burfl- 
iog into tpari, of making me completely unhappy. 
—For goodnefs fake, child, fwd Mrs. StAveneU^. 
doo't be ridiculoifs : — mighty unhappy truly yoa 
are !— I warrant you wifli you was dead, or had 
■ever been Ijom. — My dear Mift Fitiarthur inter- 
poftd hiit-lotdlhip, I caonot bear to fee you in tear(» 
when yon might, by oveicomiog this one unreafon- 
able prejudice, , remove erery occafios of grief,' and 
make me, your father, and good Mn. StaveKclI fo> 
ba{^y :•— do hut in this inftance, as Sir Edward 
fays you have in every aSionof your lifi; hitherto, 
•bey him, and trufi to me you Ih&ll have no caufe 
(o blame your generofity. — I cannot, roy lord, re- 
plied CoDftance, and I am fureitis only to my 
having f^d !□ repcefenting how miferable fiich 
obedience would moke me, that what I now fuffer 
b to be attributed : — my fatber it anxious for ipy 
happinef^, and you have perfuaded him that toy 
cowpliaace will promote it : — I .((ill therefore am 
ceitiun, that when he is uodeceiTcd, bc'wltl be a> 
nverie 
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arerfe to it as he is now ftrenuouiforlt T—hi» affec- 
tion for me has been uniform, and I will never be- 
lieve he could for a inomoatcntenain an idea of ob- 
liging; me to do that, which he fliall be convinced, 
is againft mj' tncliaacion :— he may be deceived, but 
he cannot be arbitrary. 

Having given his lordlhip this difcouraging af- 
furance, and finding herfelf unable to bear ferther 
contelV, flie nai rifiag to leave the room, when 
Mrs. Stavenell sflced her why (he was goiag- — lam 
going, (he anfwered, bec^ufc I am very unfit for com- 
pany, and indeed to avoid the iifekft rcpetttioa 1 bare 
fo often been forced to hear. — YoaVc not fit to be by 
yourfelf, faid Mre Scarenell, io I defire you'll flay 
here.-— Con IL] nee obeyed, and prefenily her aunt, 
-iieing engaged out for the evening, went away to do 
fomtthing to her drefs : determined co^iefeat what- 
ever purpofe this ciincal witbdrawing might be in- 
tended to ferve, as (oon as Lord Farnford began- to 
iiiealt, Mifs Fiisarthur haftily quitted her feat, apd 
went out of the room ; fhc retired to ber chambet 
and refolved not to go down agaifi while he Itaid. 
The periurtMtiun ofher mind was for feme time too 
great for her to do any ihiiig, but when (he had 
fufficient coRnnand of her hand to guide a pen, 'ftie 
fat down and wrote as follows to her father : 

' Could my honoured father at this moment fee 
' hia unhappy daughter, I am fure he would im- 

* mediately relinquifh hii defign ^— for the firft time 

* in toy lift I find it difficult to obey'yow, yet. If 

I ' i fail 
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fail 10 this attempt, 1 have no alternatiye. — I 
muft obey you ; — and in doing fo, I muft facri- 
fice every hope of peace in thii world. — I am c<ki- 
vi^cedit itan opioioo that, however averfe I may 
at firft be to complying with, (I am foriy to fey, 
your ctumanJs,) in the end it will prove for my 
advantage, tb«t dilates your letter.— Lord Farn- 
ford'i rank and fortune are, I own, infinUely 

above what I could ezpe£t : they ars 

equally above what I wifli ;— ^nd what is he 
btnirelf i Good heaven, my dear father, you 
. know him only by hit own report ;— is it to- be 
fuppofed that he would tell you what he knew 
mufl be anfwered by an afliirance that you would 
never trull to hii care one whom it had co(t fa 
much anziety and pains to educate with a fit idea 
of the diSereace ketwcen virtue and vice f — la ao 
abandimed liberaDc,-— <hk who is, I may truly 
&y,loft to alLfenfr of ihame,—wh»alone depend) 
on a matchlefi effrontery,, the perfon for whom 
Lady Barbara Fitzartbur wiih fuch unremitted 
attention rearod her daughter ? Cjn. hi« coronet* 
can hit large eflate annihilafee or cancel hia 
vicet. 

' And is my father an advocate for vice ?— it 
cannot be :— it is the abfence of it from his 
ch^rafbr that makes him to appearstnce its advo- 
cate; Lord Fnrnfbrd promifes reformation, and 
my father charitably believes him, and in his 
patertial anxiety to promote hk cMld, does vio- 
' lencc 
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' lence to hirafelf by uDder-ratipg the irregularity 

* of his life hitherto :— How improbable is it that I' 

* {ho«id have thai power o*er Lord Farnfordwhiclt 
' his reafou and confcieace have loft !-— he may 

* perhaps be Cncere in his intentions, and.he might, 

* for It fliort time, fulfil his promife, but what a 

* rifque is this ! and why am I to be expo&d to it? 
' — ^ny judgment is not controuled by any par- 
' tlality for him : — the firft hour 1 few him his bc- 

* haviour difgufled me t and though he may not 
' be wholly dcftitute (^ good qualities, and if is 

* here the cuftom Do admire him, I fpeak fincerely 

* when I fay that were the ^rave my only altcma- 

* tive in refufing him, I woittd prefer it to the 
■* horror of marrying fuch a man, 

* If I am to obey — your commands muA hi 

* peremptory : — do not make rac refponfible for th6 
■• future calamities of my life by fubje6ting what 

* you fey totwoconflruflionB, and hazarding my 

* mirunderftanding it, — My father, wkofc affi;c- 

* *ion 1 acknowledge with gratitude, — who newet I 
' beUevein thought thwarted my inclination ; mull 
' now fay, that difcgarding hii daughter's pray 
' as, and anxious only to raife her to a rank of 
' which'fiieis not ambitious, he cammands her to 
' marry the man whom of all others fbe detefts :— 
' if my father can fay fo, 1, let it coft what it may, 
' will obey him. 

' But I am convinced he cannot be cruel, and 
' thit would be cruelly ; I know b9 will attend.to 
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* me, and natvrge this agvn. May I beg, Sir, 

* that the return of the poll may afliire me of your 

* acquiefcence in roy wifh, and that you would 

* wtite tomyperfecutoraprotubitionofhu fanher 

* perfiftiDg. 

* I intend writing by th'u conveyance to my mo* 

* iber, and am, __ 

* Your moft obedient, 
* CoNiTAMca Matilda fiTZARTHOa.' 
Mcr letter to Lady Barbara was this ; 

* I am fure my dear mother is unhappy, and yetl 

* mufi add to hei fufieiing* by telling hpr mine:—* 

* you undoubtedly Iknow, - Madam, what has pafled 

* between my father and Lord Faroford, and have 
' feen my 'anfwer to the propofal : you can judge 

* then what I felt when I found my obedience was 

* peremptorily required : I have juA finifflied writ- 

* ing to my father, and this being my lafi refource, 

* I flrengiben it by entreating your intvrpofition 

* to fave me. 

' You do not, ynu cannM, I aro convinced, ap- 

* prove my being compelled to an aft which I ab- 
' hor: — you have taught me to obey the dictates 

* erf my confcience, and this foudly forbids my 
- ' compliance, bat you have iikewife taught me that 

* obedience is dne to my father :— rauft I then obey 
' him ? mull I, as he cominands me, lay a£de 

* all prejudices, enlarge my knowledge of the 

* world, team to think lefs fi^erely ; and to edecm 

* Lord Famford's ^er at an honour ? — and to 

S ' what 
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whatparpofe am I thda to correft my judgment? 
— that 1 may be enabled to promife lore and obe- 
dience to a man, for whom I hive hitherto felt 
nothing nearer affiaSion than pity and contempt, 
and whofe conduft has, nl.moft uxiiformly, excited 
difguft in me. Before this change can be eSe&- 
ed in my mind I muft have forgotten all you have 
with fo much labour imprinted on it, I remem- 
ber at one lime, whwv you feared my regard for 
Lord Reyeolm was lefs than k (bould be, you 
faid that if I found in myfelf the leaft difinclina« 
tion to him, my^becoming his wife was criminal, 
and co'uld only be attended with fatal cwife- 
quenceg : — your fentiments I truft are Hill the 
fame ; and yet there was a time when I would 
have pledged my life that my father never coold 
do an ad that I fhould chink .arbitrary or fevere. 
' Do, my ever affectionate ntother, intercede for 
me : — tell Sir Edward he is forcing -me to an 
union with one agaioft whom all our fex ought to 
join. — O Madam, had you feen what I have ; 
had you feeo -a lovely modefi ingenuous woman 
whom he ha« baftly feduced ; — had you feen an 
innocent babe, who clUims and is refufed his pa- 
rental attention { — had you heard him, with a de- 
'grte of effrontery fcarcely credible, firft prevari- 
caci;, and then avow thia infant for his own, you 
would fliudder at the danger I am espofed t<f. 
* But if you, to whofe judgmeiit I appeal and 
tmfl, can think that-Ticei-<^ (hit kind are 
* countei* 
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* countcrbalaaccd by his title and foituoe, I am fi- 

* kotand will fubmit: — lay father Teemg to have 

* fotse bidden reafon for bis command ; can there 
' be any for fuch a facrifice ? if it ia neceflliry, I 
' beg you will, by recalling me to Marftonbury 
' iinmediaiely, withdraw me at leall for a time from 
' the horrid importunity I ■am forced to bear ; 

* perhapt you can reconcile mc to my fate ;-? 
' here nothing can. 

* Should I be fo happy as to fuccecd, and inder4 

* my ezpe<5lationt are fanguine, I ftill mull beg t9 

* return home : to remun where Lord Farnford 
.* has acceft to me, wilt be painful, even when I 

* know J have nothing to fear, for I am fure nei- 
' ther he nor his friends will be foon difcouraged; 

* the kindnefs of his elder fiiter it very great to me^ 

* flie warnpd me againft uhat I now fuflcr, and by 
' acquaiDting me with his true chara6ler hat con- 

* vinced me that poficive mifery is the leafi that can 
' be expected from fiieha connexion. 

* What ihall I fay more ? — I trull nothing ii 
' necelHtry ; — my tears almoft obliterate what J 
' write, yet they fliall He fuppreffed rather than I 
' win forfeit the right of fubfcribing myfelf 

' Your very dutiful daughter, 
* CoNsTAjfCE Matilda Fitzailthux.* , 
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HAVING difpatched thefe letteri, Conlhiice 
inquired if Mw. StaverteH was ftill at home, 
and to her great relief, heard that fhe and Lor3 
Farnford went out together : flie gave Orderi to be 
denied to every body, aod fpcnt the evening La ru- 
minating on the change which a few days ha3 
wrought in her fituation : to avoid feeing her aunt 
(he went to bed before her return, and thu) efcaped 
her reproaches. 

But the nextraorning they were renewed. Lord 
Farnford came in to breakfaft, and never ceafed 
liis importunity ; all the arguments he could ufe, 
all the promifcs he could hiake, were exhauftcd, 
and eshaufted in vain. The hope of receiving a fa- 
- " vourable aafwer from her father was the only con- 
folation that fupported her during the time (he 
w^ted for it, againft the united efforts of his 
iordftjip, 'Lady Emma, and Mrs. Stavenell. 

At laft the day on which flie cirpeiftcd a return 
from Marftonbury arrived, and hope cheered her 
drooping fpirits : — the poft came in ; — but no letter, 
for her : — her difappointment was feveve beyond 
any thing (he ha'd Sver felt, and (he confidered her- 
felfnowas abandoned, even by her mother; fhe 

Vol. I. , K had 
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bad arowed her having written, and her eTpe£ta- 
tion of aa anfwer on that day ; and, as if defirotu 
«f the firfl intelligeocct I^rd Farntbrd dined at 
Hn. StaTeueU'g ; but Conflance's difappcnntment 
happened jufi before they fat down, and fhc could 
not ftay in the room. . 

So great was Mr». StaYeueH'* intereft in tbii af^ 
faiTi that while it was pending Ihe hi^d declined al- 
moA all engagements and had fpeqt that time wtuch 
Ihould l^ve been devoted zo cards iind company, 
.in exertions of her rhetorical powers, — It is difficult 
to determine which of the employments was moil 
futile, but which .im the moil criminal is eafily de- 
eded : her intention was however atquitiedi even 
by her whom it mofl injured, ,for the great lundncA 
which fhe had profefled for Qonfbance had fo awak- 
snedher gratitude, Ihatflie could notperfuadehcr- 
felf to believe it arofe from any tljing worfe than 
an error in judgment, which, as it reprefented 
this match ag deliptblt, urged her by all means to 
promote it. , 

In the evening of this day of mortification, 
l.ady Maria and Lady Emma Peryton called in, 
and Conllance, for the pleafure of feeing the for- 
mer, whofe long abfence had occaltoned a fufpi- 
cion that they were purpofely kept afunder, en- 
deavoured to compofe her fpirits, and went to the 
dramng-room, in her morning dre&, which for 
fome days Ihe had bad no inclination or motive to 
change.— As foon as Lady Maria Ikw ha; the faid, 
, ' • ' with 
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with concern and furprife— My dear Mifi Frtm- 
thiir, wh«t is the matter ?— you look (Wly t ham 
. you been 111 ?— 'Tu becaufofhe won't drtft herfelf, 
f«d Mrs. Stavencll, befor« (he could anfwer : I 
jtell her (lie looks enough to frigbten onc-J un 
. furc, replied Conftanco, my diihabille wJH be ex- 
cufed, for I am fviilly for from well, andhaTebcen 
ft for reveraV dayj-r^ am vory torry fat it, Ladf 
, Maria returned : — if I had knM^ it I would have 
fent :— I bave not Itch you a great while, bul^ a« 
vAeae^tT I have called, I hare been told you 
were out, I didnot fufpeft your being ill.^^on* 
ftance, whole fulf icion that Lady Muia wai pur- 
pofely kept away was now confirmed, ihe not haring 
been out of the houfe for a confiderable time, wai 
juft g(»ng to {peak, when Lord Famford, wbo was 
itill there, interrupted her, and turned the conver- 
fation to forneforei^ fubjeA. Prefently Lord Ca< 
' lorne was uinonnced : all Lady Emma's attention 
was beftowed on him, while Lord Famford kept 
fo clofe to Mifs Fitzanhur as cfe^ually to pre* 
vent ber.f^ng any thing he did not hear. 

Tea was juft over when a fervant came into the 
room and faid, a |;entleman below defired to fpeak 
with Mifi Fitzarthur. — Who is it, faid Lord Farn- 
ford.^I ' don't know, my lord, the fervant re- 
•plied :— The gentleman faid, Mifs Fitzarthur did 
not know him, but he wanted to fpeak to her on 
particular bofinefs,— Wiiryou go down alone to ei 
Itranger f faid Lord Famford to her. She anfiver- 
, K 3 ed 
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©d— Ym, and went into ihe parlour. The perron 
«nu B ftranger to her, and on iDquiring hU bull- 
nefa fbe learnt that he wat the bearer of a packet 
from UarAoobury : he gave her two letters which 
Ihe t<k)k trembling, and be faid he had one for Lord ■ 
Faroford, whofe addreft. as it had been committed 
only to neinorjr, he had forgotten, and wifhedto 
liDOw. This was in fome meafure a coagrtnatioii 
<4 her hope* ; fhe told him his lordHup wat then in 
the houfe, and. If he chofe to deliver it htmfdf flie 
would fend for him, otherwife flie would deliver it 
to him : the gentleman gave it hw, and, after iav- ■ 
log {atitfied her queries refpcding the health of Sir 
£iiward and Lady Barbary, retired. She ftaid to 
read her letters, and opening her father's firil, as 
that on which mod depended, was cheared by the 
-words — ' No confideratioQ on earth fliall prevdl on 
'me to maVe you unhappy even in idea.' — It con- 
tained every thing that could (et her mind at reft : 
he regretted this new difappointiiKnt, faid how 
. much the profpe^l of fuch an cftaliliUmieiit for her 
had pleaftd'him j but concluded with an affurance 
t^at he would never again urge his wifli, and with 
telling her that he had written to Lord Farnford, ac- 
knowledging his obligation to him, and requefting 
the difcontinuance of his-iddrcfles. Lady Barbara's 
letter was equally affeftioiiate with Sir Edward's, 
»vhofe reluiquifliment of his inte/,tioQ appeared to 
afibrd hcrthe fmcercfl pleafure :,ConIlancc's .rpqueft 
Co retura home was then anrwcrcd- 

' Wha 
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• What your father's reafoiM forwifliing for tU* 
•■ match are, I hardly know. I fliould hav« though^ 

* even if it had bccnytiiir wiflij be neTW «aul4 
' have Gonfented to it? hi» difappwotment refpeftK 

.' iog Lord Reycoltit hat hurt him much ; he 
-* thmks yourleaiii^Mrt. StavcncU nowwouldbe 

* iDiprudenV at il) migHt' difofclige her, which he 
*• twdt me tell yourmuft on no acroont be'done -. ha 
* is fatitfied you will haVte ne more trouble, froia 

■* Ixird Famfbid, as be has wnttca. to ^im, though 
.'.pt^tel)', perampiorily.' j 

A wci^tft.altnofl too .opp-ejlitre to bebofnv; urat 
matt rembved from Conttance's mind, land Ihe jet 
turned to the drftwtng''4(Wtn with the letter fo( 
Ikord Farnford in her hand, aod a fmile on- her 
countenaiux : flie went up to him, aii4 giiuig it 
bin with a flight cunefy, iipdd — From my father, 
my hwd.— FiJam Sir Ednranl? be relied— piay 
how caiac it h<~tBy '» fpccut miflcDger, fbe aal^v«r- 
•^ ; he brought me lettera, and inquired where he 
fiiould ^Bver tiua-^-HaTc L|knni£on to read it ^ 
bid he.— By alt meatu,. Mri. Staveuell repliedf 
. -and turning towards the light he opened it. 

Amazement was viiible on the countenance ot 
X^tdy Maria and Lord Calprne ; there was howeven 
no poffibility of making what palled intelligible to 
cither. I-ord Farnfbrd read his letter, and giving 
Mil's Fiizarthur a look indicative of the utmofl re- 
lentment, he took up his hat, went out of the 
loom ; ^and pulled the door as hard as poJBble after 
K. 3 him : 
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■Wm :— What can be the matter with my brother ? 
hid Lady Maria.— Nothing of importance, Con- 
ft^ux replied is a wfaifper :— da not alk any ^ucf- 
MMii now, I will tell you another time :— 4t it nO' 
thing that can «lann you, it will rather pleafe you. 
. Lady fimma's feature^ Ihewed a {yneathetic dif- 
pfeafurc with her brother's, and Mri. StaTenell, 
aotJutringatl the infbnnuion flie wantod, followed 
bin out. She wai abfent fome time, during which 
Lady Maria, Lord Calornc and Confistnce converf- 
cd on gwcral fubje^ls, and Z.ady Emma fu fiJenf. 
On Mn. StaveneU'i rctura, m Ihe piiled her niece, 
flic bid to her,-— IVfy lord layt you Aall bear f^nntt 
kin;— ^*s gone away.— Confiance made aa re- 
ply ; her fpirits were railed, the evening concluded 
flealsntty, and the ownpany ftpatHted. 

-At loon ' ai tkty were gtyie Mm Stavenell defipcd 
to fM S&r Edwa^*! let«T: thish» niece pradnced^ 
hut £ud DOthiqg of ^sr mother's ; the i«iWng af^t 
was Aicoeedsd by the bktneft ivpiroaiches : Con* 
fiance was proud, haughty, ftlficDnceiced, (MB* 
■ate, everything tbftc.wai unamiahler alt this flie 
bore patently ; and, too gratefulfbr the iileflingt 
•f theenuiittg to Wtain any aninoTity at the bour 
of reit. Ok contebted faep&If with replying that her 
Mfcdution, :b«wevtirerSDneons,'wasiiowcDnfiraied, 
sai heatti^ wi&cd Mn. StATenell a good n^ht. 
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rjpHE next day at noon Lady Emma called oo 
^ her to ttike an nriag', Jbe was aione \n the 
coach, Lady Maiia being indifpofed, and when 
Conflance came, ordering it to Hydc-parlc, Ihe 
began reiBonftrHtuig with her on her exceflire cm* 
city ; but in fuch ■ way as could not offend, it be* 
iog bfltwcen jell and eamefl.— I am fure, flte faid, 
it niufl he a penchant forfomebody etfe that inaktl 
you lb uaklnd to my brother : come tell me, con- 
tinued her ladyfliig, t^ng Cooftancc's hand, and 
, looking Tery good-naturedly at ber, tell me, isn't 
it Calome-?— indeed I Ihan't be jealous, and I'm 
pofitiTc I'm right.— You arc inillakea upon my 
word Lady Emma, Ccmfiancc anfwered.— That is 
iinpoDible, her ladyfliip returned, while a not-to- 
be-pnevenCed alteration in her countenance berpoke 
her interelt in the lubjed ;— remember the play ; 
— 4n^ laft night I watched his eyes,— I law how . 
excefliveiy he was concerned when be heard you 
weren't well. — I heard the rupiMxlTed figh.— Oh, 
you can't aeceive me.— Yet you are deceived, rer 
plied Conllance ; were it fo, I would ingenuoufly 
tell you ;;— I have never been backward to own ray 
K 4 friendfliip 
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fncndfliip for Lord Calome ; if you fufpeft mMT*. 
you do me and him injiidice. 

The fubjeft was near cihaufted, and Lady Era- 
ma owned herfell" convinced ofher error, when flic 
propofed, as the weather was tempting, geningout 
of the carriage to walk : to this Conflance willing- 
ly agreed, and they Had not gone a hundred^arda 
before they met Lord Calornc on horfebHck : hia 
horfe was not Tcry- trailaWe,' and with' fome diffi- 
culty he made him ftand ftill that he might {peak 
to the two kdicB ; while they were talking-, and 
when he was off hia guard, his horfe flew out and 
threw him over hn head to the ground, where he 
lay motionlels. Lady Emina fcreained violmtly, 
and Conftance, whofe fpirits were yet weak, wai 
fo Ihocked by the fuddenncfe of the accident, that 
fhe fainted in the armt of a gentleman who had 
flopped on fewng the unrulinefg of the horfe. Sht 
however. foon camrto herfelf^ and was led lo the 
carriage, whither Lord Calorne,. who ' bad been, 
only ftumied by the fall, prefently after followed^ 
with Lady Ehima. No alTuranaes, that as he was 
not hurt, he could very fafely remodntr could pre- 
vail on her ladyfhip ; Ihc infified on his giving his 
horfe to hb fervaat, and ^ing home' in the coach r 
he faid-he would not be more brave than prudent^ 
and yielded to her corapulfive importunity. The C- 
■ tuation of Mifa Fiizanhur was patticularly diflref. 
fing t Iftr fainting had rendered the truth of what 
ftu 



I. Coo^^lc 



A motel: SOS 

fltt had jufl befoie aflened appartntljr : doabtfulr 
and Hie very well knew cbe coi\ftnj£ti«ii that woutd 
be put oa it by Lady Emma : (he did Dot inlh 
thjitLordCBlorae fliould bcu-ofkf.aBd hoped, u 
h« did not lee her, it would be forgottOD ia LtAyi 
Emnu'a anxiety for him.i. her hopcwas vain, ber 
imprudent companion made hriFitMpdrict in fttcb 
ttrnu, M fuppofed her haTtng, been veiy ill, -ud 
drew, hit attentionk 

I am afind, fatd Lord'Calbme, that rfrigbtened 
Mift Filzarthur.— A'liittc, n>plled CodIUocc, you* 
fallwM foYuddecthat IwainMHatlpn^oredfel 
It.— You callthiB being iiittit fciglltoncJ, mt g nyw 
cd Lady. Emma : ptay what do^iLodl beiD^.MMJ' 
frightened ? Ht looked ai Hift Fitikrthwr,. ftfaife 
heKunrelcntia^ladylhip, nuihcr^Ienced by the tiooi 
fufion of her counienance, n«r amure o£ die pro* 
priety .of concealing what had happened^ ii^iffin^ 
to dlTcrt herfelf at the czpenc.e of - hcc 6aend, anB 
at once to/try both hec Vacuity/ and' 'that oMiovA 
Caloroe. continued — Why.Aic Unted'-awayi ihn 
moment you fetl.— Really.?;. jaidhe>. I doROtdef 
fenrc fb much conccrnt and am .mere forty. to huF* 
called forth fuch beoei'oleTice and feofibilitythaii 
for. the accident ilfelf. The vague cbnllrufttaB 
which hcv to ' whom her embarraHhient cotdd so* 
but be viable:, pi}i fiaif, relieved' hc!r diAKft, and 
he fiudiodly amded again- mentioning tbia fub^ ' 
je£t: be was latdowaraChii houfe in St. Jaraei'e 
, K 5. Plaet. 
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FUm, tod haif Emma retuiDtd witii CottfiaBv* 
to Mn. SnvcMltV 

Hen WM aam k Ak fieM for tfac niUiiy bocb 
•f to muB« and fne«ul ; Lady Enuna ru cpen- 
jpowhtd to Mlate the advencuKr and k^ •&& on 
GonflBace* who. Wa* fooQ iclea&d by a imatOBB^. 
mmtuimiitet^ii^-daaBt. Tba t^ coBftruQiea 
Aey pvt OB fa«r fainnag ten nttfair, ffae was con- 
Tinced ; the liune eficA wouUt, file bad oa ioAt^ 
kavc b«c& prodaced I^ ftong aay pcrfoD in (he 
fiUM penlotu ^uotiom. cfpeciaUy ia tlw thea ic- 
Inud ftm af k* %iria, ■cTuthekfi,. u (he luinr 
bow nadaOricKi^ wbaC bad pdlad would W r- 
ported ao Lard Fantfeid,. flie waa j^prehenfin 
skat b« ^nwH coBfider k ai « eoofirmaiioa isf wiiit 
- he hai before luTpeded^ ud migbt ia the beak of 
ftCeauiKKtj call' on- hoii Galoma to anfircr ibr 
Aati of whidi' fita finaljr' believed hi(D,uweU in 
ftougbt ai ki wordt itwoceat (. ^et ihelioped iba 
iacIaratioB, wUcb the tatar cercaialjr wouU BOtr 
infueha^afe, icruylc to Bake, if re^fuirad, that he 
badacTareateruiaeda'wiih that could excite Lord 
fanfopdS jefcloiify, woald fen thii id^t : her next 
fcar tnia, that by whu ftrcoaSdcrcd aa veaknefB, 
and £or which ft>a- ntu heaitity angry adch hcF' 
fcU^ fliE flnuU.. ia fbaie decree bare ferfeitctE 
Lord Qilorne^ good opiaioa f S» Ihnw that fait 
■otkiiu were comA and Imrc, thuhebad a high 
ftafe of decoruiB, and was evidMtly dirpleaf<4 
■IwBbefiMr any wobmu recede foua the dignity 



•f her charaSer j and flie though* he might rea- 
fooahly be dirgufled at being informed of that 
which, if it muil have happened, iiusht hare been 
coDceakd. 

^e IpeBt' the evemqg from home, and on her 

return found on her drcfibg tabic a letter, vhtch 

jbc wai told wat tn^xig^t by one af Lord Fam- 

Ibrd** fcrvanu i k wat from hin^ and aa fi^om : 

* PoRaMa-£)uare, 5 P. iM. 

* Madai% 

* I fuppoCc tbii will fiad yon tnunfUiig in 

* jrour vi^ty, and rejoicing in the felicitjr of har- 

* ing bf your inflexiUc ab^inacjr made die tii- 

* bappy : yon have applied to your fathciv r^fuc- 

* fenled ne to liim in the coloun b^ fuited to 

* jrour purpQlCfMid, repaying the {tocefeft love wlib 

* the ntofl infotcot contempt, Inre Jbrbiddea tnc to 
*■ entertain die kafi hope of prevailing on you. 

* With the hope, ybu have ktiaUy talcen miaf 

* the wlfii — I do not defpair, but I foam iIb cntceat 

* yoii farther ; if tlie o&r I ipade to Sir Edward 

* could not fecure him my advocaie ; ,if the paffion 
" 1 avowed for you, and which JimunJid a return, 
*'Ooty increafed your'naturat tuH^htiaera, Ilbould 

* be mad to repeat the ohk, or not inunwliately 

* to difiniffl the other, fn proportion ai ^ OMoe 

* loved you, 1 nfent your conduct ; and can now 

* very willingly comply with your injun^Hom to 

* be fileat. 1 cannot, however, give up the belief 

* that fome other prepofle^oii wM Ac caufe of. 

K 6 'your 
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your difregtrd of me ; it n aow iacontrov«r^1y 

* coDfirmed to we, and, ibougfa you (hall hare 

* credit for faying what vrat true, when you vAi 
' me Calorne had nercr fpokca to yeu on tbi* head^ 

* I am convmccdf and notlriog fliaH alter my opi- 
' * Dion, that whatever hii fentimetttB for you may 

* be, yoor** for bim are filch at 1 once wilhed you 

* to entertain ht me : And may you', for all you 

* haTC made me fuflcr, undergo the tormeot of fce- 
' iog yourfelf flighted and defpifed by the o^cS 

' * of your afie^Koiu. 

• You are not the firft wamatr I have lovtd^ 

* you are the fitft I ever adored, and the-iiift. thu 
' ever prevailed on me to barbour Is ftrong an ia- 

* tendon of marrying r for you i would have le- 

* itounced every gratification— to you every wiiB» 

* every thought Ihould have been direfted, but 

* you were obdurate t Catome occupied the whole 
'* of your mind, and that heart which only hard- 

*ened at my eonttmied fttfferings, can ceafe to 

* beat at the fight of him in danger r he is honour* 
-*ed, he ia happy, I flialt not moleA him; but 

* fincerely wifti you may find hit fpirit foi conge- 

* nial to yoar't, that he may by difregard and 

* contempt, revenge that with which you have va- 
^leroittingly treated 

* FARNFORD.' 

Tlic accttfation contained in this angry mamfello 

provoked Conllance, but Lord Farnford't renun- 

ciuioa of bit liopes compenfated for it ; fhe wai 

pleafed 
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pleafed to find hia rerentoient eidted, anil fioped 
hia adrocateg would ceaft their importuiiiiy. Mn. 
Stavenell^ when they met in the morning, feenicd 
to have given up the point, and though bet drf- 
pieafure at firfi appeared great, and (he bitterly 

-crondemned hec niece'* folly and obflinacy, Con- 
ftaacc faw thttf would evaporate, and that flu 
m^ht again be at peace. 

17 a fortunately in the forenoon Lord Calome 
called; Mrg. SiaveDeTI received him; and Con- 
fiance being abofe flairi, was feat for : (he almofl 
wifhed to have avoided him ; bui, at withont ind- 
Tiliiy flie could not, flie endeavoured to alTume nn 
waembarraffed appearance, and chiding herfelf fiif 
a fbollfh awkwardnefg, went down flairs, halting 
■t every ftep to get courage ; the longer flie hefiiat- 
ed the more Ihe wis tonfufed, and at laft flie werit 

. in. Lord Calomel back was towards her, and 
M the moment of her entrance Mre, Stavenell 
exclaimed — Good God ! my dear wbat'i the mat- 
ter } hai any thing frighnned you ?— She made 
no reply, but returned Lord Calome's inquiry 
after her health.— Come, f^ her aunt, here's si 
geutleman fo gallant as to come to aflc after you, 
inflead of your fending to kilow how he did.— I 
hope, iaid Conflance, your lordfliip has not found 
any ill effe^ from your fell. — None, I am much 
obliged to you, he replied, excepting that I am 
very ftiff.— I dare fay, interrupted Mrs. Stavenell, 
dierc^ not half Co much in bnng thrown, as pet^tt 
thini 
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think for ; especially when a &ir tady- flandi by, 
, and fwBti away. 

The colour role in Mifi Fitzarthur'i cheeki, and 
he hM down her head to conceal i% when Lord 
Calome taking no notice of the latter pitrt o( 
. Mt>. StaTcodl's fpeecb, anfweredr diat aa be was 
ihrowB, there naa nothing very terrible In it.— 
Hy elcape, fud he, wat however rery providential* 
for, had i been a few feet forwarder, I mufl have, 
,iallefa ^^aiiiA the root of a tree :. my obligation to 
By horfc it rciy grea^ fat I could not have cho&u 
a better place.— Toull never mount that borfe 
again, will you ? f»d &In. StavencU.— I have 
.ridden luDi this moroiiig, he replied, and he really 
feeaed confciouii of what he had .done yefterday ; 
wMwitb&anding the da^^er be^ut me to, I would 
jiot part with him for any other in the kingdom 
' nor to be infurcd frcnn an accident «f (h^ kind all: 
the Kit of my life.-r-Aye, you red. coati. Mrs. 
Staveoelt (joined, are fo inighfy valiant : I fup- 
pofe youll like the horfe the better for thii frolic; 
^Indeed, iiud.'Lord CiJomc, it Would be unjufl to 
lay all the blame on him, for it waj in a greU- 
meafure my Own fault.— I can't fay, returned Mrs. 
Stavraell, that Lady Emma, ec my niece are raudt 
beholden to bin ; it waa well 'twas &o worfe, or 
1 don't know what would have becciae oT Coii- 
flaace : Ihe looked as white aa my apnon when, 
flie came home ; never faw fuch a figitre in my 
Kfc : I cou'dn't conceive what wai the nutter,. 

m 
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iSlI Xjidr ^BHn^ X^ 1"^ ;— pow foul. Ok coDti- 
Buod, ului^ bsr aibfi's band, 'Iwu £nghteaed 
«it of it'( wila.^— I am bom concerned, hit lord* 
Aup rcfAied* for the &i(lM I occi^fiuaed the ladiev 
Khao iior «be socident idelf; And if exlter of them 
HSsn in migfwuf, &r a degree, of ^eR&iilitjr which 
mflc^ honoor on cbe poOiKbr^ I {bail hwe. iliU 
{Teatrr onift fo negrei : to feci {m Ac daDgm- 
«BdnBifoniine*i>f iMlKn,ii)meof the'naA anu- 
aUe trakiin.theCiiiwkclMra£ter» aadlam always 
£1117 to in, dtnt choft who Are (o eadtted hy b»- 
-ture^ fiafler, befidc the pain «f their own fecUiiEi^ 
Irotn the ndUtry of tbo(ciiriu> h»ve gteaMr Sxtngfk 
«f mind. CciungB^ kovever o&M ud in fone 
caf«B, nttt&y it msy be, wa* oervr imondcd a* % 
ftminiae Tinne, nor do 1, in mjr yrivMe epinioi^ 
Ihiflk vhac it iddi to a hdy, ii cqwraleu to vhat 
k rabt bn eft Tbii weU'4tiiied rapMof, deUnred 
wttli die utmost potitcncA, filenced Hn, ScavenetV 
Rod reftoced her nkces't oatanl ^fcace «f mind : 
he fooB teactuded hit rifit, in ^ich he had with 
all pebble cRutian aroided ereiy thii^ that could 
add to the di&efg which ^Cooitance'i countenance 
ptocUined , and ior whidt Lord Calorne^ fagacity^ 
flw could not doubt had immediately found » 
canfe. 

. The ereaiagt of thii iaf had for manjr weelB 

been deitined to a route at Mn. StaveneH'i* to 

which (he had iniited all her aoquuntance then 

m nwn : £«cd twa&ai caiae with hit fiiten, and 

lunr 
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BOW hli refentment wu vifiUe,. Iw^fled MiTi 
Fitzartbar without fpcalnag to, w- looking at hei^ 
and ivring tbe- whole of the ercning ituiUoiiOy 
forbore ereiy mark of emlity ; fhe faw the pais* 
he took to be very rude, and was nather offimdoi 
nor difpleafed at it. Lady Maoa not chufing to 
play, an excule to- go togeAcr imo the teaHOon 
afibriled Conftante ait o^oTtunity of fpeakingW' 
her in priralc : (he found' that flie wa« iafoniicd> 
of what had palled refpeding Lord Earafbrd, aiul! 
Was aware that then- lo- felclam meedsg wat tb6 
cSe<fl of defign^-^I aia Mmfideredr l^d Zady-.l/b^- 
fia, as an enettiy to the canfci. and. indeed fuch L 
•VoW myfelf : Ifhr>uld'aiid.lh«H alwaya be glad ts^ 
-fee you, bat I cairnevcr ttniric-of iodulfing inyfdf 
Mthcespenceof ^ur«a{c. Sbopt, Conftance repli- 
ed, all Is now orer, andthat we may Ittt on the^mc^ 
intimate tcrmi as before : Lord Pamfbrd feeilu b- 
liexnily angry that 1 turn nothing to fear from 
liim.'— Do KOt truft'Co hia ai^crj oitfwered Ha 
Sfiet— -however habehavet to yaui-Iaffiice you it 
w'only when you are preleot that lie is valiant-; 
at hone he i« dqefted beyond conccphon ; he -it 
eternally complaining of you, and though be re- 
fenra your refufal, I am well convinced that one 
word of encouragement from you, would make lufo 
forget all bis anger ^ add 1. could, the added^ al- 
moA' wilh.— Wiih wbat^ dear -.Lady Maria, (aid 
Conftance.— I do- not know, flic replied, I pity my 
1>rother, and I believe he loves you foliocerely 
that 
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• diat you mighi do any thing with liim ; yet I 
will not plead for him. — No, if you ha^e any re- 
gard for me, Mift Fitzarthur rejoined, do not job 
importune me ; I could not refufe you any thing 
excepting' this, and I will not fay you could not 
perfuade me ; I am fu» if I yield I am mifeFabie* 
—You muft then avoid him,, faid Lady Matia, 
you would, not purpofely give pain to another ;. 
and by this necellity I fear I muft lofe much of 
jrour company. They were prevented from fay- 
ing auy more by the eotrance of fonte who had 
yiR riien. from their cards- 
Late in the evemng Lord Calomc CMne ; be 
(poke to Mrs. Stavenelt* and- told ber he could 
fiDt Aay a' quarter of an hour, ha'ving called' in 
only to clear fatmfelf of any imputation of difrepefl 
m breaking the promife he bad given- har in the 
morning, which fomc unforeleen bu£nefs had 
made it difRcull to keep. When he wm going he 
feid fomcthing to Conftance about Lord Reycolm, 
and by tlMS means drawing her from the company^ 
be put a letter in her hand^ faying, — May I beg 
live minutes attention to tlus P— She hefitated ; 
her firft thought was that he might be employed 
fcy Lord Famford, and flit replied that fhe could 
Bot take it without knowing it's contents ; I trail 
^d flie, Lord Calortic would not be the bearer of 
a letter of. the purport of which he is ignorant; 
and I hope, that knowing it's contents,' he would 
mot, if there was any thing ia it that could make 
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jne uneafy, offer it to to me.^I thank yoo, uib- 
. dun, fwd be, for the confideoce you have in mc : 
I will never foriicit it I alTure you. He (hen took 
leave) and went away^ 



CHAP. XXIV. 

H O K O O K. 

-| T wu late before Mifi Fitzarthur retired to 
^ her chamber, and having dirmifled her maid, 
Ihe opened her letter j (he looked firft for the fig- 
nature, which fenng to be Lord Calome'a fbe, 
not trithout fune curiofity to know what he could 
^ve to fay, read it, and found it fhis : 
' Madam, 
* A difcovery, which I accidentally made thii 

* morning, has convinced me that I have for fome 

* time entertained an opinion equally crroneoat 

* and injurioua to you. Not to keep you in fuf* 

* penfe, I muft tell you it refpe^a Lord Famfonl, 

* between whom and you, I have been often and 

* pt^tivelyalTured, the fame connection was intcnd- 
' ed at Lord Ileycolm's acquaintance with Made- 
' raolfelle RonHoD prevented, I bow Icarh that 

* you h^e fuffcred iniich from his importumty, 

* thait be has endeavoured to obtun his purpofe by 
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, f means of Sir Edtvard'i authority, and that, in 

* confequcnce of this you bnvc givea him his fioal 

* difmiJEon. 

^ Perfonal'oblig&tioiu to'Lcnrd Faraford, and a 

* confoquent wilb for Lii fu^cels, forbade me aC- 

* tempting to fupptant him, uid the coBfciouC* 

* ncfs iliat it is not in my power to offer you any 
. ' thin^ e[|uivakitl to the advanta^ of bii fonune, 

* ou^ perhaps iULl to ke«p toi &lait : yet, aa yon 

* by rcfuBng him haTC ihewn your difre2ar4 to 

* pecuiUBiy coDfiderationa, I knon- bo reafoa that 
'* cati'loiiger oppofe my declaring myfelf :--'yoii 

* ham The libony of lefufing me too ; but relying; 
^on the int^rity of my h»n, I iruH madam, 

* that fho)itd this be my nusfoftune, the attetqpc 

* will not be panllhed with 'a lofi of tlie frieod- 

* fiup, which began under the aufpicei of your 
'frnthfor, a'd nhich, ifLdo tipfvuibiy ftitter my- 
*i^, -I have bifberto done nodiidg to fotfok. . 

- * I will aot Toiflead your jodgmciit': to fay ,1 

* have been honaured trith your intimate acqutlint- 
*moe i* m fay I admire And efteeu you ; and 
*Aat Adrairanon aad efteem fhould improve iiu» 
'-ftae «Sl<flflui 1 offer you, is but a natural eSe^ 

* Bad hiuch le& wonderful than fhat I ihould hsvt 
*fercedit fb.imgto yield to your -oU^non t» 
' Lord Ksycolm, «Dd the vUti to promote your 
.^hap^ne^ by furring you, bad you, beca fo in* 

* cltocd to accept Lord Farvford. 

'Yo» 
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* You may probably alk why I could not- a» 
'well fiiy, as-wriie this; [I might pleaJ that 1 
' thought this method would leaTe you moft st 

* libetty, but ingeniotifly I am too much inteteftei 

* lo tell my ftory verbailj^ : I own that a great 

* part of th6 future worth of [qy^ life vaaR deiive. 

* its foutce from: you, and though I mean, to-leave 

* you to the uobiafltd detcniiiRatioii>oi jisur ewd 
'judgment, and will acquiafce in. whaterer that 
'may be, yet'f* deeply am I engaged,, ihac a pc 

* Tcmptory re^ftl mil force foe to ^it the place 

* where you arc. 

* I will not ra/'vhen I fiuQ wait on you, but 
*lhal] foon do myfelf the honour of 'aflUriiig yoa 

* io serf<^ that I am, madtum 

* Your maft iibedisiit, humble ferratiti 

' CALORNE/ 
, The fuiptife which Conftance felt M the peru- 
fal of thia tetter' wat genuine: the had till now 
firmly hclicred L>ord Famford nuAakcn. in what 
lu haiT faid of Lord Calornc;. but.fhe was forced 
*o confafi he wai tight,, and perhaps had Qie in- 
terrogated herf«lf as to the CUte of her own mindj 
kowever ignomnt Hie had hitherto been, Ibc. would 
hare difcoTcred that he erred lefi,. than flic ibe day 
before imagined. ; Whate.verc&eeni.lbcGBienaiDed 
fer Lord Calome &k always coaliderod at the 
involuntary approbation due to merit ; and her 
legard for him bcitig fuch aa l!he m\i& have felt 
foi a dfi.'ei^ing brother, Ihe could hardly recon- 
cile 
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■cile lierfelf to looking at him in say other light .j 
flie could without pain ha.ie heard of his murrying' 
any other wontan worthy of him, and often wilhed 
that Lady Maria were the perfou : thisi fhe thought 
would have been the completion of her happinefg, 
M {be might then have enjoyed tbe fiiendfliip of 
hath without rellratnt. 

■ The prdpofal did not, however, fo diinnetricaily 
crofs her views as to difpleafe her ; to be efteemed 
by aman of undcrftanding ia ce it alnly gratifying 
to a fenfible woman, and to be thouglit worthy 
of Lord Calorcc's choice, w.as . fo to Conffance. 
But feveral reafons foon occured to-ber, whicfa made 
her doubt the propriety of encouraging him.;— 
ber fituation was peculiarly unfavourable to him, 
and the apparent objeccious increaiiDg bo.th in 
number and magnitude, after having thought for 
about an hour on his letter with pleafuref. fhe re- 
fiilved that to avoid greater evils, it was prudent 
to refufe him,: tSe djfcovery hurt her, confider- 
ing it only as a requeli made by one whom (he 
was folicitous to obljge, ihe felt greatrreludanee 
at fayiag what muft be difagreeable to him, and 
abavc all flie feared the tofs of his regnrd. 

She now flood io need of an able advifer, and 
would have imparted all ber difficulties to Lady 
Maria in hopes of her alliftahee, had (he not been 
fo nearly concerned in her objeftlons ; her equal 
•relation'io Lord Farnford and Lady Emjna, ren- 
dered confulting her on the fubjeS improper, as (he 
had 
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had once (hewn that hejr rfeflion for her brother 
balanced her frien<Mh;p-for Conflwice, to decide 
»gali.ifl him muft be painful, and advice of any 
other kind it ciuld hardly be cxpeOed flie would 
fo far depart from her fotmer fcntittwnts and rc- 
folutioDB, ai to give. 

The firll apprehenrion that arofe' in Conftance'* 
miod, VM the danger to ivhich Lord CaJome 
would be CTpofed from Lord Famford, whom 
nothing would now convince that a refufal- rf 
him had not the foundation he rufpeSed, and tbt» 
part of her objeaion was ftrengthened by the eon- 
Ederation that her veracity would become qucftion- 
ablei The confidence v^liich Lady Emma had re- 
pofed in her refpeaing Lord Calome, was another 
reafon for refofing him : though flie blamed her 
forwardnefs, (he [Mtied her,.becaufe (he thought 
howerer injudicious her cotkduft, her affc^on was 
ft tribute (he 'wa$ incapable of witholding from 
Vm merit, and flic charitably believed that her 
not ccmcealing it was owing to inability to afHime 
a difguife: to receive Lord Calorne's addrelTes 
Conftsnce well' knew would be to inflifi punKh- 
ment on Lady Emma, and it carried the appear* 
' anceoffuch a triumph over her a* (he fcorn^d: 
(he (Kd not with he (hould have Lady Emma, but 
ftie could not bear the thought of doing any thing 
that would occalion her fuch levere pain ; her la- 
dylhip had manifclled great krndnefs for Mifs Fitz- - 
anhur 
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artbur, whole rediiude of niind uught her, that to 
repay her thus would he ingratitude. , 
. What (he fhould do after a rerolution (o formed, 
was much lefs difficult to determine than how to 
do it, to u to coHTiiice without offendins Lord 
Calome : this was the main pmnt, a whole Hight'» 
ruminatioa was bcAowed on it in vain, and flie was 
obliged to refer all to the impulfe of the moment 
when her anfwer Ihould be required, -with no other 
hope tb.^n, that as Ihe ihould probably ha^e fome 
day> to confidcr on it, fhe might at that dme ac- 
quire thp courage and addrels, which fhe could 
not be ignorant fhe then moft lamentably wasted. 
This hope llie did not long enjoy : Lord Cal(»iie 
mounted guard at St. James's in the morning, aod 
after the relief called at Mrs. Stavenell's. Un- 
fortunately for Conflance, and moft luckily for 
him, Mrs. Stavenell's fatigue' the preceding even- 
ing kept her in her chamber ; and her niece bad jult 
fat' down to break&A alone in the parlour. As 
foon as the door was opened fhe heard Lord Ca- 
lorne's T<qce ; heafkcd lirftfbr her ayct, and'then 
inquired for her, and being told fhe was alone, . 
be lent in to knowifhe might fee her:. the fer- 
vant delivered his meflagc, and Conliance, whq 
• would have given the world to be rellered from 
^ a tituatioti in which fhe feared fhe fliould acquit 
lierfeif very awkwardly, de0rcd he tai^t be thewn 
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She had fa far collefied herfelf as to receive 
him with apparent calmnef;:, and tuld the fervanc 
to fcnt ;ip word to Mrs. StaveacU, that Lord 
Calorne was coine. — 1 beg, faid he, that Mrs. Sta- 
veacU may not be difiurbed : I only called in ta 
aSk. after her and Mifs Fitzarthur, and ftiall be 
very welt fatiafied with hearing of her. — The man 
went away- to obey IMifs Fltzarthiir's direflions, 
and flie, dreading a paufe, began a moll imercfiing 
converfation on the weather, on the bufinefs from 
which hi* lordflup was juft tome, on the engage- 
raent of the evenifig. before, and on a variety of 
fiibjei^s equally important, which lafled till the 
meflenger returned with an escufe from Mrt. Sta- 
Tcnell. 

Lord Calorne and Conftance fat down to break- ■ 
fall together, and fhe foon found that her wifhet 
ajid endeavours, to avoid the fubjed on which flie 
was fo ill prepared to fpeak, were equally ineffi- 
cacious : file made the tea, and when they were 
alone, he laid, — If I could have forelccn fuch an- 
opportutiity as Mrs. Stavenell's keeping her. room 
bai afforded me, I (hould have almaft wanted an 
admldible excufe for troubling you with the letter 
I gave you lall tiigbt : may I aft if you have 
opened it f— -Shall I put any cream in your tea ? 
fwd Conilanee. — I will fave you the trouble, he 
replied, if you will anfwer my queftion.— I do 
not think the water has boiled, f^d Hie, rifiog 
ts ling the bell.— —The tea is very good. 
Lord 
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Lord Calome anfwered, flopping her, aoA '« iii 
matter of very little imponsDce ivkether the water 
has or has not boiled ; you do not ehufe maiam^ 
to anfwer me ; perhaps I am too precipitate : I SA 
not mean to meation it tb you fo foon, but I can* 
DM ncgteA ftlcb an i^pottiinity ; difpenfe m(h 
form, and tell me, have you read my letter ?— 
This wa» faid too feiiooily to be my hmgcr dt& 
regarded. ConltancCi <liftreSed bcyood iiii^t)»> 
- tioB, coloured like fcarlet : flie cafted her tes, the 
fweetened it, iUled it up with water, axd pour«4 
cream into it till it ran onr, before (bo cculd get 
courage to articulate a word.— 4 ant afraid, fiu4 
X<ord Calome, in a tone of raillery, I have fpMled 
your dilh of tea— do not fweetcs it aay tnore t 
but tell tne irtiethcr you have found the fire minuta 
Irifure I afted for my letter.— I have, my lofd, an* 
fwered CoDftance, determined to conquer every 
ibitig that oppofed her fatisfying faim ; I haT« 
read it, and am very forry you ever bcftowtd a 
moment's thought on the fubjeft of it.— Why, 
Mifi Fitzarthur? faid be. — I have many reafotta 
for what 1 (ay, fflie replied, and to tdl you in- 
genuoufiy the truth, my difinclination tb anfwer 
your quefticm arifes from the fear that in doing it 
1 fliall ofieod you. — He replied, that flie had no 
leafon for fear of that kind, and defiied to Imow 
why (he 'wza forry. — Becaufe, faid (he, I ItK in- 
fuperable oblhclea to your vieiM.— ArC they in. 
fuperable ? he alked.— They ate indeed, returned 
Vol. I. L Cosflance- 
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CoofUnce, and For thU rekfon I Umcut that yas 
ever foisted fuch an intealion, — May 1 hear, (aid 
Jjord Calom^ what your objedions arei — I am 
iiire you will on thii occafioo, a» on all others, 
iheir yourfeli fupcrior to the world, and will allow 
me to judge of thnr force : I am hurt at feeing I 
eiDbamfi you, but a> you bare now fpoken on 
■die fubjefl i I beg you to tell me candidly, and 
without referre, what arc your ewn lentimants.— 
-1 will indeed, Jhe anfwercd, luid J truft whenj^ 
recolleA the fimplicity in which I hare been edin 
cated, and hotr tittle t^jmrtuaity Iliave had oi 
learning to dtfguife my oimiitKi, you will give 
what J fey credit for fincerity.— I acknowledge 
4bfit :I think myfelf honoured by the contents of 
•your lordftup's letteT, and that to make futile i>b- 
.je^ont, w M ,raife imaginai^ difficulties would 
be to forfeit all ^ retcnfions to regard; the polite 
Attention with which you Jiare coufulted my eale 
,.and ioiereft dcfervcs ray thanks, and the fear 
ihat I appeal ungrateful for the friendfhij) }*ou 
4ia.je Ihewn me, makes mc relu^iastly tell you, I 
X3n on no account accept your. ofibr. — Irthank you 
Jbr your .candoux, faid Lord Calorne, and cannot 
.doubt you rinforming me on what your obje^ons 
Jire founded.: — tell me firft, ig Lord Famford an.y 
johAacle ? if I hove been mifinformed .refpediog 
him, I will immediately withdraw my pretenliona. 
—Your information, Ihe replied ii true^ -finding 
<be could not fucceed with roe, he Junhan4foroe^ 
applied 
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«|iplieil to my &ther, and forced me rtry earaellly 
to beg that an end might be put to his importunity. 
— Whin then, Lord' Calwne aflftd, do«s the dif- 
ficulty hinge ?— My ckief reafon, anfiyered Con- 
Aance, for declkitilg your ofier ia, that it ii with 
refpefi to yourfelf improt>er : Lord Ormington't 
ion fliould expcft rank a» well u fortune— If thii, 
madam, ' did ^e, is your ciu^ ahjcQioa, I protell it 
encourage* ise<— It will not, itta replied^ if it ii 
underload as I iDean it ; furely you ihould look 
for; at leafl egaal ranlt: there are many my fupe- 
■liOrs in that, as well aiin other reCMnmendationa, 
to whom, this propoOil would, with much more 
^rapriety, and a better prolpefl of fucceft be 
.'inade.— f ray bid Lord Calome, mtl, you favour 
j&e by telling me who has .been your adrUer in 
^hia buGnefs } — No body, I aiTure you, anfwerod 
Jhe, did you think the difcovery above ny fqga- 
*3ty ?— No^ he returned, but I will tell you honeft- 
ly who I thought had couofelled you.— I imagined 
^ou had applied to Lady Emma Pexyton, and 
ithat thefe were ier {entiments, for fhe is very fond 
'of talking in this Arain, and tiys much about egual 
■rani, with , a view I fiippofe to remind me of what 
iady ia of equal rank with mylelf ^— And now, pray 
^ifs Fitnarthur. tell me, has not w^at {he b^t 
«ften faid, fuggeftcd to you this wonderful idea o/ 
propriety ? — ^No, really, faid ConAance; but I tWnjc 
fuch an offer made to her, would inde»l be more fit* 
—I will ufe no difguife with you, rejirined hit 
L 2 lordfhip; 
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■ so CONSTANCE; 

Jordlhip ; in this and all other refpefl* I wUl deal 
frankly with you : I would not make fuch an 
' oBer to Lady Emma Pciyton if I were fiuv that 
liring fectvded frotn fociety trare the conftquence 
of my refufing to do it ; the womaa I many I 
muft eflccRi, and of that flic h» no idea. 'You 
fliatl know the faiftory of my acquaintance with 
her, and you taty then judge^ how far ber rank ii 
£kely to attrad mci Lord Famfard and I w^R 
feUov Golle^M, and during our flay u Oxford, 
lie, by many t£ta of Undnefs, attached tne to hon t 
he introduced me to Ini fiAert, and I became iiw 
dmate to the family : as -young, men wbo have 
tnore fpiiita than prudence frequently are, I wa* 
caught by beauty snd vivacity, and while. I found 
ny efteMBind rcQ>eS for Z<ady Maiia'i fine un- 
<lerflan(Ung increafed daiiyi I wai nnawam cap- 
^Toted by Mady Emma: aA acqunniance of a 
few mtmtlu coavinced me that a pretty focc it na 
fnbftitute for good fenfii^ ami that vivacity it a 
thin 'difgwfc for folly ; 1 had cautioufly avmded 
ierery- thing tfau could be Kafooably ceaftnicd 
into ajttacbment, baring juft mi eBough to know, 
that to recede after a dsdanRion would be cmel 
and diflionoarable, and I foon rejmcod in having 
'done fo ; but immediately zi I began to grow 
patted widi the meagre diet of peifona) beauty^ 
Lady Emma completed my imancipaaon, and 
whn was till Aen only wearineli, which a difoo- 
yerj of My intcUeauai attradioa* would have re- 
moved, 
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moved; fhc fuddenly (rana formed into diffuft 
wbicb Dothiiig^ could eradicate ; — m I retired fbe- 
advanced, and I too plainly fav^r tbe viflory wai 
■line before I bad formed or intended a liege : ft 
conquefl fo eafily obtanied, 1, perhaps with too . 
much haughciDefs dcfpifed, and abhorring ihe bafc' 
nefa of dccraving, I by every meaiu flioit of inci- 
Tility, declared myfelf.— I am rery forry I bare 
ever occalioncd her any anxiety; it has been o^en 
lunted to me, and I believe neither (he nor bcr 
fnends chufe to uaderflaad mc, however explicit 
Z have btea. 

The obje&on Wth regaid to Lady Emma was 
BO longer, after Co ingenuons a declaratioa to be 
urged ; bat Conlhacc ftUl adhered to the impro- 
priety of hii chuling one hin inferior in rank : he 
told faer that he dilregarded thii conHderation.^— 
But Lord Ormington will not, ihe replied.— I will 
io nothing mrbout my fether's approbation, faid 
he, i am confident he will immediately fee the ad- 
vantage! of fuch a propofal, and I heartily wiflt' 
the . determination were referred to him,: let us 
coKlider tbij point as dlfntilTed, and let me 
know the other impe<Ument£.— Our acquaintance 
b much too flight, flie anfwered :— (hough it coqi- 
nenced fome years ago, all that time which Ihould 
have difcovsred our real difpofitiooG palled without 
our meeting. — I will agree, faid Lord Calom£^ 
»o any time- of probation you tbinlt neecffary ; — we- 
ball not lutow each other left, becaufe we may in 
L 1 futurfr 
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future fire together : — any more obje^iroiu, Mife 
Fitzarthur? — Ye», there is another, ftw teplipd, 
aD<} a weighty one.— He begggcd to hear it, and 
promifed, if it was reaibnable to allow it.' — To deal 
fincerely with you, faid fhe, I am fo far in Lady 
Emma Peryton's confidence that I am fure flie 
would think my accepting your offer a breach oi 
frienddiip ;— Ihe would fay I had betrayed and 
I upplimted her, and I could not, though innocear, 
bear the fufpicion.— Not nouM I have you bear it, 
lic replied ; f;trely we need not ofiend her, nor b it 
neceflhry that I (hould be punilhed for her gratifi- 
cation :— let what I have faid be a fecret from all 
here, I afk nothing more of you than leave to write 
to Sir Ednard after I haTc heard from my father r 
neiiherof them will, if oar wifli thatltihouUnotbe 
divulged 19 mentioned to them, thwart us; and when 
you return to Marftonbury I will openly avow niy- 
felf an authorifcd candldsic for your favMir. 

Conflance's okieflions were removed : the meant 
Lord Calorne propofed to avoid gi'ing Lady Emma 
offence would fecorc him from Lord Farnford's re- 
fentment ; he bad ever been the ©bjefl of her efteem,- 
fhe knew be flood well in the opinion of Sir Ed- 
ward, and that he bad always been a favourite with 
Lady Barbara ; and fhe felt in berfelf no ibclioa- 
tion to refufe him ; neither honoiw nor prudence re- 
quired it, atid fhe remained tilent : fhe was above 
ttU hypocrify, and when I^ord Calorne preilid fo» 
Wave to write to her father, flie faid that on condi- 
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tata of his fiift obtaining Lord Ormington's confetit, 
and if he would proiniic to refer the matter fo" en- 
tirely 10 him and Sir Edward that, iu cafe of theJo 
difapprobaiion,. the fubjefl flioiild never be men' 
tioned : — here (he paufed : Lord Galornc alfeed no 
tnore ; he complied with the terms, faid he would 
write by the neit pofl to his father, and that Con- 
ftance- fhoiiid fee and judge of his anfwcr. 

This airangeiirent was juft made, and the matter 
fully difcuffcd rthcn Mrs. Stavtnell came in. — For 
goodnefs fake, llie exclaimed, it'har, at breaklaA 
ftill ? — why ic'e above aa hour ago that I beard you 
was at it : — a fine goffiping meal truly !— why, my 
dear Conftancc, you told me the t'other day you 
ncTer took above a quarter ■ of an hour for your 
breakfaft when you waa a'.one, — We have break^llv 
ed ioDg ago, anfwered Lord Calorne :— the ferrant 
did not come for ihe tea things, and that U tbe-rea^ 
fon we fccm fo tedious,— If I had known, continued 
Mrs. Stavenell as you wafn't neither of you i»tt 
hurry, I would have had mine with you.— I fent 
toyou. Madam, her tiioee replied, whenLordCa- 
lorne came in. — Yes, my dear, fad Mra. Stave- 
nell, I was told he called in to aft: how we did, 
but I didn't know he - had fa much time to throw 
away.— His lordAiip now diverted the CORverfRtlo% 
and having already (laid to the extent of hia leifurev 
though he could n«t go on Mrs. Siavencll's entrance 
without convincing her hi> vifit wai entirely t» 
Mifs Fitzanbur, todc- the firfl occafion to get away. 
L + CHAf . 
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CHAP. XXV. 

A C q_II I B » C E K C E. 

npHE enfuing week was produflive of lets u&call- 
ncrs to Coaftanc* than any for fome time had 
been, and one circumftance in it gave her great 
pleafuic : fhe had a letter from Lady Reycolm in- 
forming her of her arrival at Pai'w, of her mother's 
being perfefUy recondled to her, and of her com- 
plete hap^neft : tbtt v> obc (o interelled was a. 
double gniti£cauoi)( u it by iropticatiou aflbred 
her that ha rcqunciation of Lord Reycolm had 
beeo what file intended it, the promotion of his 
fclirity. 

LdrI Calornc ]veryj>riident)y forbore feeing Mif* 
fiixarthur; and Lord Faaiford's behaviour gave 
her no uneannefs : ibe frequently met him, and faw 
liim addiefs every doe la tbe coi^aay cucept* 
iog herfelf, without feeling the leafi morrificattOD : 
at the i^ra he would lean acrols her to fpeak to 
^rs. StavCDCl), and if he called at the houfe, he 
wwild Bot .cBter the room where Cuntbince was ; 
but ntherfeDtiiii bi^ tneffage, or defired to fpealc 
with Mrs. StATciKll : if be dined there, be did 
' not take die le^ notice of her, and if ilie called 
with her aunt on bU li^rs, when he happened ta> 
j>e with thetn, h« left Uie room alim& immedi 
ately 
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seelf, and bjr tnij pt^ble neani cndeaTOvrcd to- 
Ciow boir bighly.be (nu oflcBded r but-ConfltoCt' 
-wai nenfacr picqaed at his nukneft, oorwilHsg to 
letaz ber femky, Ob fuch tenoi ai theft fhb 
could aoi ba ftfttquent viicarat hi* boufe, itek 
«nr a g^fl at hit table. La^ Maria, faw, aofl 
fubimtted to the neceffty ; and Cowftancc atwraya 
took'care whea Mn. Stavettell was to jiiae at Xxird 
Faraifenl'i, uther to inviie fome one. of her ac- 
(juftiBtancr to ffKBi the <bi.y mA her ot to vHKagr 
herfelf oiK^ ■ 

Ac (he end of the week Lord OrAiiapot>*t ank. 
firer arrived, and Lord Calome acddentalfy (R«e^- 
tn^ Mifi Fitavthur in the mall a* he trai cetnifig 
for achaoceof reelkgheratone at Mri. Stavtodt^ 
ftewedit to'ber. It coitfaintd a queer Ut»l of «ol» 
^r that be flwuld aft bii cMiitnt.to fo-cligibtefc 
tnatch, and it did not expi^a moch- parettral cart | 
tittt'h«promifiid'nHn]>tiaiice «khhl« fiw'k reqtteft 
thbt the itrnftei* Biigbt not br dlwl^; audit 
Wb> an authority for bi< aMreffing Conflaace. 

Lftrd Calrirbe thea aflced (MnhiffioB to writ* i» 
'Sir £d«Krd Stttwtbur, and ha<riag obtained it^ 
after a eoMieft whether waitiag tilt iicrretura.i» 
MufiDnButy were 'not riK- preferable meaftiret kt 
cai^lefanagte w» not ^itc refolTod, aad-Aig^ 
«aie new objcdioin, engsifed bar is a. coHtirftk 
tMriWpc^tig'!bo4dFan>fiirdv. which gave be* ML 
■tp^namity.oif aUiij^fiHB whom he had beard df 
the breach between them r Hm-mtfytpBttt t« leanfe 
L 5 tiat 
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at6 CONSTANCE: 

Aat it wu f roni Mrt. SiaTcnetl, «itd couU fcarcdy 
dunk Lord Calome fcrioui, tilt he told bcr that 
die infbroatioii wh given him with a. view to in- 
teK& him &r Lord Famford, and that the cnrcuin- 
fiancet we're panicularly enumerated that he might 
hy the means ufed, judge of the violence of ih< 
pafion that occafioned them. 

In a iew daji Conilance dircovered that fhe was 
not fo difinterefted in thia bufiads a> flie had ima- 
^ncd r flie grew anxioui for Sir Edward't anlWer> 
and wai obliged to prepare herlelf to Hceive it, 
ihppofingitJhoutd not be what Lord Calortie wish- 
ed. - Her fufpence wai of no )oag duration, the 
Ktnmoftbe poll from Marftoobury brought har a 
letter from her father, in which he inftHmed her 
of Lord Calorne'i offer, and defiied to know her fen- 
dments 'on it imme^ately ; faying that as he had 
once been in dan^ of making her unhappy, hft 
iboaU be particularly cautious ia.thii infiance ; be 
addedthat hedeferred nntiagto LordCalorne till 
hchearM from her, and that hi| coodufk jhould be 
mboily regulated t^ her wiilm. &t the time when 
tbis very afie^onate letter ariived, Bit was gcong 
out with Mrs. Staveoell for the evening;— ^be exi- 
gtncy futted her ; the availed herfelfof.tbe ex<:ufc 
nfi liitiitcd time, and (sad no more in reply ihaa 
tbat &B thoi^ht, implicit obedience wa> the kafi re- 
tiwn .fhe could nuii for Ids kitidnefa,'>ad that 
Whatever her father thought proper, the wouhl very 
miUiy ocqwliM iiu 

- Th«a 
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There hardly now remained a douVt of wBat Sir 
Bdw3rdFitzardnirwoald.dot he ptofeffed himftflf 
ready: to be guided by the incUautDni df bit daugh- 
ter, and her referring all to him fu&demly enncol ■ 
what they weECt the only .4istr that ComSance en- ' 
tertained waa^ that either Mn. Stavenell or Lord 
Famfbrd'g fdmily . nught .fufped- 3U>rd Calorne ; ' 
and eren thu wat rendered at li^t at polSble by 
liis guarded condud : he continued hit occafiooal ' 
vilits in Ponman-fquare and. Spring-gaiden, and 
nottuog in hu behaviour ever indicated what had 

Sir Edward mfwered Lord-GtlorReMMCcrini' 
mediately after the receipt oS hit.^aughter'f^ and 4t 
the fame .tinoc, Tent one;tii her.iuiwhich be told 
her he had ^ven Lord Calorne every encourage- 
ment in hi« power, and that, u Lady Barbara 
joined him, the whole wa$ referred : back again to 
his dear CoBibuice : bd expiefted in forcible 'Idrnia 
his appn^Mttion of tbe propqfid« 4nd-cf>iKUTifd,ia 
the \n(ii that. the traiil^fticHi ^gbt remain.a ic- 
cret. 

In thC' 'evening of the'day which brovglM tb>*' 
letter, Lord Calorne culled at Mrs. Suv^eU>:- 
Q<«l^l>(:«-weU)^lew:thepu^|MQtof hit' yifiit, )>Ut' 
tlKre.>*at « ]ai;ge-,]pian)rt:iind,he ,)wd:w:(^lgVI^• 
IU^y qf l^ieaUng to.tRr.:.ii| ci^ntnTRi Itowewr l?t-> 
fvr<t.he wf^t^wa; ~tof[H)tint^:))^ V^ S>r^-' 
ward'* le»$f, whifh .garq^diof ^ h^r JifiA^M-' 
£>E;^'tM had inclofed in this from himfclf: 

!• 6 * Madanif 

;CoU8l0 
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' ■cthuf'i kttei, whidi I ncorad bj dm day's 

* poft f^t c^rtaiat flvery rhin; ay ketrt m&edy 

* -aMd the vory gvncraw manner in which &e hu 

* .dbfieitfcd wiA tlKric eircindbscn wbtck I ftarcd 
' 'Would Ofpofe hm, «d(b «o ^gttate& oblation 

* b««oaU coftftr on me. 

* bitMoinacirrofiQ'InDwragsrdyottutaiae? 

* --ciaifr my preTuRiptuia,— ttccept my fincere 

* thsnki for your T«ry candid and ingeairaua con- 

* tu&f aodlnUcTe nw, ndtbtfac bight&e&eaa and 



* Tourdevotci buntbfe fer«anc, 

• CALOELNE." 

The l«Kcr Mciofed mu dus. 

* BlyLotdt 

* I bare drieticd aAnswMgMt^ the b^teor of 

*'yiM«'kneTno longer thap rill . I cotrid lean of 

*- ny- dAugbttr triiMh«r I mi^ fafely fallow my 

* own incUaaiion, thank yoa for the offer you hare 

* mtdv her, and accept it. ~ 1 hare Jaft 'racked » 
*-«ery taCmuc epiSIe froai her, the brevity <^whkb 
f'li^aMore ^ you -fbanaJtKoflKM ootikl; fte 

.*-*tcafa btffWJFoir -ftAdiajt:' htr acqiriefoence » 
*-li4i«terer 1 elMft, t)y««)^«j|ltr'^{'^;*ut iu-' 
*. metUately With lie^ aunt ; . bttt had flu Mt T*mdtfy 
*-i»^lMitdt t Mn flri)6ed ao «nsa|cai«t would' 
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* bave been thoaght of AifficKiit impAitxacct 10 

* psrcTCSt het protcJHDg icajafl .jrguc tpplkattoo. 
' She will fny I han betrayed her to ywx j but fior 

* leaving me la draw thcfe concliifiDBS> fbrcly Ihe 

* only is to bbme. 

'• Ibe x^Siou wluch you ftippofe I (houU 

* make to yon, are &cfa ai to a ftraoger I mighl 

* have made: I Jhoold not iodeed.have cbofes & 

* foldier for my dsughter't huiband, yet I could 

* not think myfeifjullilied in refuliag Lord Ca- 

* lorae on that account. With refpeft to the dif- 
' proportion of fortune' you fpe^ of, that concern 
' her only : if Ihc can be happy with a narrow 
' incMse, 1 am fure a large one would not make 
' her more fo. 

' To the integrity an«tt»6rmHty of your lofdrtiip*! 

* charader, I want no other teftimony than the ef- 
' teem which ibne who know yciu chilli your diw^ 
' and my own acquaintance w»tb you : wb^.jM 

* were, whet you bvoured u* urith youi eoR)pU)f,> 

* connnced me you nould b4/whtt youMf , oad. 

* I can, with pwfefl conAdenee^comratto yow 

* care, her, in whtmi my etery wiih CeiKerai . . i 
* Lady Burbira bidi me expi«fi her fadfta^ta'l 

■. Ihc '£■>■ tbii ii an treat, whiak Am had <rfbiti» 

* tbattgh Itopekftly williedi *d to Ae herdaiightttt 
' Jimted (o you, in (he only dfefiic Ok hn rewMinJag 
'in thSi -voitd* . .. i"i , ;i 1 . 
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" I am bapfiy in your biviiig Lord OrnuDg- 
* ton'* coofsot, aad in tbia occafionof fubfcriUng 
' 'myfelf, 

* ToDC lonllfaip's Tciy bwnble femat, . 

• EDWARD FITZARTHUR.' 
P. S. ■ The time of my danghtcr'i return hither 
it unccmia : whescver the coma we Ihall hoj^ 
tb fee ]rou fooa after. 



Paci f,h!At 1 oh. , 



CONS.TANCE** mind WM now reftoredta 
''.ttt natural tranquility, and (he enjoyadas' 
iB'tttk hiq>piaefi M human life i« capable of al^d-' 
ikg; iwrd Yarahrd ptaysd bb haughty, cbarac-' 
ter (Upward* of three -we«ki, and then relaxing, 
prevailed on Lady Maria to neg;otiate a peace with 
MiA FitEarthur; he, ackoowledged hii fault in 
wdeavduriag to iridrhimfelf of %r Edward's «i-' 
thority, 'and begged lier for^Tenefa, with a pro-' 
i^6:tbat)-«itfrith&andtng' bis-love for her muft 
ever remain undiroiniibed, it flrauld-bt' produ^ive' 
of no uneafioefs to her : he owned he defpaired of 
fmxiR, but laid he could with pleafure itnounce 
aU 
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all his hopes, to obt«n her good opinion : that the 
fiudy of bu life iheuld be lo deferre it, and-that, 
when he forfeited it, he wouhL net *ceufe her 
either of injufiice or fererity, but fubnut to her 
difpleafure. 

As liddy Mjria feemed Iktitfied of the fiaceiicy 
of thefe prafeSoni, Confbncei whof« temper was 
not formed for refentmcnt, accepted the apology, 
aad promifed forgtvenefi and oblivioD. . iiiu 
StaTcnell faw this reconciliation with pldafure, 
and her niece lived on the fame tenm with Lord 
Famford's family ai before Lord Reycolm's. re- 
turn ; (he, hoiwerer, ilill kept all that bad pRfle4 
with Lord.C^ome profoundly lecret, not fo tdncb 
from the fear of irritating hii humiliated liVol, aa 
from ldndiM& to Lady Emma,, nrhofe aire&6n'for 
her (eemed every ^y to iscreafe, and to whofe 
peace of miod Ibe could not bear to gire fuch ' a 
wound, at this defeat of her fond hbpoi would 
prove. Lord Calorpcf* regard to Mift Fitaarthur's 
cafe took away all neceffity of revealtDg it, be never 
paid more attention to hir than to every other 
lady in company, and nothing, they both flattered 
tbemfelTca, coUld excite ful^icioni he nevet 
hazarded writing to her after Sir Edw^d't.coofeoC 
Wat obtniaed, nOr did ^py pcffon know of.iiis «^ 
phtatton excepting the three cioiifuU^d : he bid 
giv«n Conftance; his pi6t^re, |>ut fhe ,was fo caw. 
tious that 4k would not cv<n liTqqe carrying k 
about bet, 

■ ' .: -.i.Twa 
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' ,Tirff moBtlu flie tmd mtbtt pteaGuit wsty j A« 
had every tUag ihM conlil icwkr lier bappy^ and 
die pro^MA before herwi* of pernAneDt fehaty r 
beloved by oae who fo jdlly meritcdjur regard » 
cfieemed by her acquamtance, wuh no wiih im- 
gratified, no pleafare which &e wai capable ol en> 
jayiog'T oM of her reach ; ftipponcd by coiriciou* 
lOnocctMc and mtesrityf and thankful for taviag 
(fciqpedthe crib and mUeria* which had tbrcateoed 
ber, the fell do coocem, exceptiog that which 
OGcafiimaUy excited fenfibility, produced r flie had 
every ibiag to hope^ aod nothiag to tear. But die 
icMiejwaalbon to change ; lh& had reached ttu top 
af the pijiiucle, flte faw hap^neb be(oi« her, the 
fullenjbyBent of which is for the wifell: reafonn 
denied to ntomlity, and 6x muft now defcend 
end fatd adieu to the maffuillity of mind, mthoot 
whidk, picafuce lofet ita cbainu, with which^ even 
aufortinc b t^rabte. 

Ai-feiy gtvut alteration faMttiy i^tpeared ui 
Lord C^lorne ; hit fpirkt were dejeftedr and fonie* 
ttung; feemed to ^prt^ hi> mindt thedifoov«T 
wat fooB made t^ her fo much inteiefied is it, and 
te began to fttfped be npentcd what hcUtad done, 
yet nothing in hit b^viouf to ho incited it, not 
wat it' to b« inferred (rdtn any dftumftance thaf 
ftight sot hvrcBtiOn from indil^filion: uawiUbig 
tbacft«e4«'bAbottt'tnidea Vhich UHjMlched dAot 
his t(t»<3Uf or hit:jadgmeat, and whkk fo warred 
ag^nft her own peace, fhe refolved to balniih th« 
fiUinaon and to feck by otbei means to account 
fo, 
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for that which j[rew every day more obvioui, and 
atcratiied the notice of fereral of his acquaiaiance. 

He notv embraced every opportunity of feong 
her alaaCy and on fuch occafions his fpirita would 
fometimet rife to their natural pitch; ftill, however, 
that fomethlog- gave him uneafinefi, was evident, 
and ContWce imagined it tnufl be fome event in 
his ^mily : (he'iM[i red after Lord Ormingtont 
and learnt that he was arrived in town, and in good 
health ; nothing appeared in that quarter that 
could caufe thii wonderfbl change : his lilUr ilie 
did not dare to name, as he bad never incucionGd 
ber, and as thic was the only point inaccellible to 
her curiolity, fiie fuppofed it was fomctbiag re- 
fpeAing her, : a few days made ber doubt the va- 
Udity of her coojeAure, and fear that fbe hcrfelf 
wai the caufc flie fought : be gretv impatient for 
the jtime of her retarn to Marflonbury^ aitd 
heard with apparent vexation that Mr*. Stavenell 
did not purpofe leaving London till the latter cud 
rof July, by which time Ihc expected her Ibtt woaiA 
be at home, and thu till then, ConiUnce could dm 
with propriety leave her, as her vifit was to con- 
itioue from her quittirg the country for the winter^ 
till fbe reiDraed to! it for the fummer. 

She foanctisHi hinted to Lmd Calome the kV 
teratioa obfervable in him, he generally diverted 
the Afcaurle, or, if he thought £t to anfwer her* 
it was ia fuch a way as tended to confirm her fuf- 
picioaa that lU was not ligbi : at Ufi be aclmow* 
kdged 
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kdged tliat he wai not m perfefl licalth, that Re 
had loft his appetitr, and could not flcep, nnd put 
her off by faying, ihat if he waa not foon belter 
he would confuli his jjliyfician. 

One- evening, a large party, which included 
TmtA Farnferd and hii fifteri, Lord Calome, and 
many other young people met at Mrs. StaTcnell'* 
to go with- her and her niece to Ranelagh ; they 
went, and had been there aboutan hour when I^rd 
Calorne coroplaincit of a painio his hcjd, and took 
hit leave, faying, he would go home : foon 
after, Conflance and her party, who imagined him 
gone, met him : — IVhar, faid Lord Farnfbrd, not 
gone yet Calome ? I hope you have changed yom 
mind, and that your head ach ii better.— He r»« 
plied, no, that hit carriage was not there; — ^Thes 
take mine, faid Lord Farnford ; I ordered my men 
to w^t, for I didn't knoW'how long I (Iiould flay, 
1 atn fure it is within' call^—take it ai>d fend it back. 
Lord Calorne faid he would, and again wientaway 
—and again they met him.— Lord Farnford a&ed 
what new difappointment ?— Tie company, anfwer- 
ed he, are coming in very faft; IwitI take ano- 
ther turn with yOn, and then perhapl the door will 
be left crouded : he went on withithera for a fi^w 
yirds, when, fomebody having trodden on Mifi 
FuEarthur'* (rain 'and torn it, (he flopped to get 
pne of the l:;dici in company to pin it, sad for thi* 
purpofe, and that Oie might not be in the way, 
ihft retired out o£ the vortex, towudt the boxev 
Lord 
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Xiord Calorne who had Haid with her, feeing this 
cppominity, put a letter, unobfervcd by any one 
elfe, into her hand, and immediately went out of 
the rotunda. 

The felicity of the evening had been complete' 
ly fpoiled by his indifpofition, and now- (he hear- 
tily wiflied herfelf at home to know the contents of 
hb letter, which, from his myfterious behaviour 
Jhe hoped would develope the fecret fhe could not 
penetrate. It was near three in the morning be- 
fore Ihe could grdtify her curioCty, and wa* then 
obliged to fend her maid out of the roonr on fome 
fHroIous errand, or flie muft have kept her letter 
uocpened till fherofe. She impatiently, and yet 
fearfully broke (he feat, and read theft Kordl : 
' My dear Madam, 
* Every effi>rt 1 have made to tell you what it 

* U now niy intention to reveal has failed, "and I 
' am driven to the neceffity of writing to you ?— 
' you fay you cannot leave town till Mrs, Stave- 
' nelt goes, and that that will perhaps be towards 
' the latter end of July. This i» a long while for 
' me to wait— a long while- for chance or accident 

* to reign.— I have a propofal to make to yoa, which 

* would dtfpel in a. great raeafure (he gloom that 

* hangs over me, and which ts occaGoned by a fear 

* i cannot overcome, that by fome misfortune or 
' other I may lofe you : if I could be cert^n that il 

* would not offend you, I fhould without htBtation 
' difclofe my wifli ; but remember I fubmit it to 

yoUF 

u,0,i,-f-n,CoO^^lc 



336 CONSTANCE: 

■' your judgmenr, and that, however it rmj bring 

* mine in qiidlioD, it U in itfclf innocent. 

' Sir Edward Fkiarthur'a confent, and that of 

* my father, you know hawe been without any diffi- 

* cully obtuDcd ; and 1 am allowed to hope that a 

* IhOTt lime after your return home will make yoa 

* mine ; a thouland thing* may yet iaterrene, tmd 

* fruflraie my expe^tions : I mull endeavour to 

* preTul on you, to put it out of the power of 

* accident to' do me this irreparable mifchlef. 

* If you cannot quit Londtm before Mr>. St»- 
' Tcnell does, would you fo t*i indulge me, and 
' relieve my apprebenfioBi, ai to adnut of an. in>- 
-' me^ate private marriage ?— I* there not lanv 
' one friend in whom you could coofidef and at 
' whole houfe I might fcane evening meet you ?— 

* One .hour it all I alk : furely yoa can Seal that 

* from yoor ei^agements. Oive me your confcnfr— 

* name the perfoo, and I will take the whole on 
' myfelf. I am Cure I might fafcly truft Mr. 
< Metward, my father*! cfa^lain : he Is too much 

* attached to me either to refiile or betray me, and 

* he, my dear Mifi Klzaithur, fliall put an mA 

* to my anxiety. 

* But thi» nuft be revealed to none but thofe oti 

* whom our fuccel* <fependi : neither your folher 

* nor mine mull know it— we Hull have no occaftOB. 

* ever to fay any thin^ of it ; it will be no impe- 

* diment to our forma! Jteurriage fome monthi 

* beiice, and it would rem^W inespreffibly happy., 

'I 
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* I luiow you will at fiiit Hart at the piopoR- 

* tioD : an hour') confide ration will convince you 
'* It is neither criminal nor imprttdent.. Should you 

* cT«n think It risht, after our arowed marriage te 

* mention it to Sir Edward, I camiot believe be 

* would blame it : he would fee the motire to it, 

* and would, make aUowascct for my apprehip* 

* fions. 

* Z-ct me beg you to dunk and to tht&k fivwifr- 

* «^^efit; J am oat fnperfiiiioui, but I bam. fame 

* ftrat^ prdJcMracDt about me, that unlefi w« 

* are thai immcdiaialy tinitcd, ibmc fatal accident 

* will feparate u> : thit fiiiebaAng, your good (bnlfc 

* 10^ defirife ; I own it weakneA, but it u a w«ak- 

* nefi I cannot conquer t iffaea I face it, it fliea 

* ine ; yet it remrpi, fleeping si)d walung with re- 

* doubled force, and I can think of no way by 

* which I can procure reH, excepang tlui wfaid 

* 1 projwfb to you. 

' For the dianoe of feeing you •alaU' I will call 

* at Mri. Starenelt*s to-morrow about your breaks 

* bfi hour : if the ii with you, my vifit will bo 

* only a compliment to inquire after her ^m1 you : 
'— 4f thit obAaclc i* not m tm way, 1 fhall hope 

* you mil declare yoarfclf rea^ thus innocently to 
'gratify 

^Vbur oUiged, utd vsiy o^>edicut 

\- CALORNE. 
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KeSQLVX ION. 

'TtHE eztnurdinaiy reqacft coatiined in thh 
^ letter, alarmed Conftance: irhat could be 
Z^rd Calorne't reafon for making it? — ^tc wms ob 
«ke face of it difiunourabb, and if it wat occafioned 
only by the fean he bad defcribed, bis weakuefs 
wai ridiculous : hii prophecy wu verified that the 
propoial would Aartle ber, but not tbaran bour't 
confider^ion would, make her thialc well of it ; it 
had baniflied all inclinatifiti to lleep, and Ihe pon- 
dered it incelTantly tilt morning ; not that fo much 
time waa aeceSary to fcatiie her determinatiaD, 
which wa* immeduUely taken and adhered to ; but 
her inability to account, in any liuis&^ary way, 
for wbat.wailb repugnant to her notions of fao- 
ttoor, as fo contrary to the principles oa wtuch 
Jhe thought Lord Calorne afied, peiplexcd and 
diAurbcd her. A fufpicion arofe in her imnd that 
he iras jealout of her, notwithAanding fhe bad in 
the whole of her cosduA, confidering heifdf as 
accountable to him, and rendered Hill more care- 
ful by a very finctre aSe^on for him, been fuf- 
{Mcioully Buxiaus to avoid giving him uneaCnefs : 
motivei of prudence, and a natural defire to Diun 
evil, now aided the didatct of honour, and flrcogth- 
encd 
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•eneS a refblution, before indexible, to refufe him. 
She nidied, as much as he could, that Airs. Srg- 
-venetl might be abfent when be c^ine, iur her re- 
fentnent was excited, and -Ibe luas deflrous to de< 
pveU hit expeHitaoa as foon as pojlible. 

They were grati&di Mrs. Stavendl oa accouAt 
of her lace rctuio from Ranelagh, kept her ckaiQ- 
ber till aoon ; ^nd about ten Lotd Calorne came : 
Jdifs Fitzanbur,' not bebg in the parlour, waa 
caUed, fhe.jininediately went down; the ghaHlineri 
of fail countenance flruck her,' he was pale, h^ 
eyes Ainl^ and hiswhole perfon bcfpolce extreme 
indiipofition : after Jiaving anfwered his -querie* 
refpeftin; bU getting hame, ihe faU, fbe hoped 
bis quitting. Ranelagh had cured his bead-ach. 
—No, faid he, it has been growing worfe every 
hour^ J foolilhly took laudanum laft nighty -and 
jnftead of raaktag me fleep, it hat kept me in hor- 
rors not to be described. This in fome meafure ac- 
counted for tus looks i and Conilance, feanng 
any mifconfiruftion of her filencc, began on the 
iiit^d.of.the letter:— 'Ihe alked bitn what .had (6 
lowered bis qpioioB of hec, as to fuggefl a belief 

' that flie would cpniply with his wilb : — furely laid ' 
Ihe, X'CU'd Calorne, you do not know what you 
iave alked.— I. know TMy well, he^rcplied, what 
I have alked, and I know that my reafons for it 
are fuch^ will fupport me ; and I trufl if you 
•will difpaflionately re-coofidcr it, every pbje^on 
.will vanifb. — And can your lordfbip xhink, faid 
Conflaoct 
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CoDlbnce, that I will re-confidcr ■ propobl in ii< 
&]f fo diAtonourable, and whicb H an infringement 
of my fMb«r*t authority, could I return to liia 
honfe, and expcA and receive thole inihinces of his. 
kiadacfs which are the remrda of obedience, at a 
time when I had dHpoiTefled him of his power over 
ma f fuppofe any thing were to happen to make it 
ncceflaTy for him to tetrad the confent he hat 
gireo, and circuntftancei might occur, to which 
even _jw«, might think it proper to fubmit, faoir 
■Bufl he blame Die and I reproach myfelf for fuch 
iaezcKfi^le precipitation ! I }xg you will think 
DO mon of it, for I cannot. 

Lord Calome feemcd bent on fucceedtng in bh 
fcbeme, urging repeatedly lu* fear that fome un- 
forefeen accident tiugbt foparaie them ! he found 
Mifi Fttzartfaur immoreable ; and not a Uttlc irri- 
tated at hit making and perfifting in fo improper 
a requeft, the refult of a pnfillanimoui dread of he 
himfalf kneir not what, ftie replied to all he could 
fay, that the never Would confent to it, and that 
if the pumflunent of her obffinocy were to be their 
aercr mecdng again, flie wouM rather undergo it 
than the reproacbet of her confcience. 

The piuDt waa at length given up ; breakfaH 
wai brongfat in, and LoFd Calome promifed ncrer 
ag»n to mention the fubje^l : he told her he ho^ 
noured her firm adherence to what file thought 
right, though he might perhapa have caufc to' la- 
racDtit: ihe, confiderbg his feanas a part of, ot 
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M leaft occalioaeil by his prefent indifpofitiOD, faid 
alt fhe could to encourage him ; (he remirVed to 
him how far iliort of hi* wifhes her complitnce in 
this particular would reach { that ii v^oiuld only be 
to fecure to themlelvM an alloy of every felicity, 
and how much better it was to truft to the (Uf- 
penraiioDi of that providence whoTe protection they 
might be affured of while they rejeAed any irre- 
gular methods of obtaining hii bleffingt, and whofe 
care by the contrary they mufl inevitably forfeit. 
All Ihe urged had little eEe& on Lord Calorae't 
fpirics ; he yielded becaufe (he was refolute, but . 
he <tid not appear convinced : he talked of the flen- 
dernefa of the tie which held them, and bow eafily 
it was broken, when fbe, interrupting him fud-— 
Now I know the caufe of your UQcaGoela, my 
lord ; I fufpcfted it and it is confirmed.— The livid- 
aefs of his countenance was for a moment changed 
to fcarlet, and he tiallily alked her what (he fuf> 
peded.— You cannot truft me, flie replied.— -Not 
'truft you? he repeated j ezptain yourfelf, what 
_ do you mean by my net trufting you ? If what I 
faid, anfwered Conftance warmly, needs any et- 
planation, it (hall have it : you are jealous of n)e 
or you would not talk of the dendenicfs of the tic 
between us ; you are unfatislied with my condud, 
and have no confidence in me. — Lord Calorne for 
.feme moments fat filent looking (teadfaOly at her, 
and ihen faid— If there is any on* human failing 
which I am without, I caii I think lay my hand 
Vol, I. . - M on 
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ftn my heart andconrcientioulty fay ic ia jeaknifj-n 
how can you fufpeS roe of it ? or if you can fuf- 
|>edt me, how cm you imagine me jealous with 
refpcA to you, who have fo uniformly convinceil 
me that you tre above all caprice, and feomed 
that pleafure, whidi fo many of your fvc value, 
of obtaining ^ulaiion by theinewaiti of coquetry j 
fo far I proKft am I from being or 'having cauffe 
to be jealous of you, that. I have o6en wobdere^ 
how you coiUd-avoid (be, pirticiilar civilities oSet^ 
edyou by others ; I have felt grateful for the dif- 
tiofiiac, while I feared you would involve yourfelf 
in diiBcuIties, and would have abated a little of the 
pcrfeA fecunty «nd repofe I enjoyed, left your 
'. IcTupulous regj.nl- to it -fhould make your fituation 
embarcaffing-— My fiifpicion may bo unjuft, Con- 
ff^ce replied, but, faid flie fmiling, if i did not 
'hfqw that this dileafe of your mind, -whatever it it, 
■jj removeable^ I (hould be almofl afraid to haw 
any thing more to fay to you : — are you fubjed to 
■low fpirited fit» ?— No, indeed, he anfwered, 1 
:iiever before felt any oppreffion like this that now 
kangs on me t-^-I wtll esert myfelf s^ainft-it ; it ia 
weaknefi I own, and as fuch reprehenfible : do 
not thmk that by feeing me as I am now you' arc 
gainitig knowledge of my chara&r, tMs is no.part, 
of it I aflure you, — IwiirbclicTe it, repliedCon- 
flance, and I wilV attribute it wholly to ill-health. 
I really pity you, and would as f»: as is ^onfiflent 
Willi .duty and propriety, rdiere you»»You are 
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.Tcry good, laid Lord Calcrne, wiU you allow ftte 
to take advantagp of your di'pqfitien ^ vill you 
jaxify your father's confent by your own promilc^i 
at prefeut I tave only your (add >cquielccnc«>-^ 
I do not Hnd^r^nd you, Jhe aafwered ; tl^e cov* 
ftajit tenor of my adiotis, baa, I think, been ■ Cvf- 
ficient rauficatian of what my father bai done.-> 
May I fay, returned bis lordlfaip, that I have 
your promijfe.— You make me cautioliB, flie rc- 
pUedf I ^ fearful of h«ng betrayed to iny mote' 
than I mean:— -God forlnd, interrupted be,.tbM 
I fhould npofe on yoii: I only wilh to have it 
to fay that weeach rety on the word of the p^er. 
1 am ceftain that a mind like your'i will think 
itfelf at much oblij^ed by a verbal contra^ unwit- 
-nelled, a» a written one executed with the proper 
forms; alt I a(k ts an alTuranca from you th^ 
you will accept me for your hufband, and confent 
to be ray wife.— As &r as I liave power, fud Mi^ 
Fitzanhur, I engage myfelf to you.— And I, con- 
tinued be, fulcmnly promifc in, the fight of Godp 
confcious that he -both hears ine and knows tb* ' 
jiocerity of my heart, that no earthly con ^derati^K 
fiiall prevail on me to give you up, but that wKh 
your confent, I will marry you. 

Lord Calorne now feemed fatitfied, x apd Cod- 
. fiance venttured to afk. him what particular accidet^ 
they were which his prele^ low Oale of fpir^l 
made him fear ; when they were interrupted by 
lite fudden burlHng open of the room door, and th« 
K t - inune^M 
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I eDtrance of Lady £mnu Perytoa.' .. ■ 
Bfifi Fitzuthur't fuiprife was not to be con* 
«uled, nor her appreheafiont reprefled that her 
'ladjrflup had tiftened to their conTCr^tioii ; yet, as 
nothing in her appearance betrayed it, and fhe was 
in high good humour, it was no more than a pof- 
filnlity^— Now, faid Q\e, darting into the middle 
4^ the loom, I have caught you : the Areet door 
wu open, and I was determined to make you 
jump ){ol wou'dn't fend in my name ; but, con- 
tinued her ladyfliip, aflunung an air of rcferve 
1>etween jefl and eatneft, I did not know who was 
with you, or I wou'dn't have done fo.— Conduce 
very readily forgave the intrufion, and as Lady 
Emma had always a large portion of gofGping time, 
Lord Calome took hit Icare, apparently vexed at 
ber mal-a-i^opos vilit. 

The gloom on his mind was, when tbey nest 
met, a little ffpelled ; and there was reafon to 
bope k was gradually wearing off: {hefaw with 
fleafuie that lie flroTC aguofl it, and therefore 
forbore gratifying her curiofity by repeating the 
-^picAitHi to which Lady Emma's unevpefted en- 
trance had prevented his anrwering : that he was 
Bot fo chearful as he had been, gave her occafiooal 
AUieafinefs, though {be flattered herfelf a rcftonfdoD 
of his health, which mended very flowly, wauld 
catircly remeve bis deje^on. 
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/^NE cvcnini; when Mrs. Stnvencil wiis engaged" , 

frgm home, and when Lord Farnford, bis 
tilers, Lord Calorne, and fome otber young friends, - 
were with Mift Fitzarthur at tea in the drawing- 
room, a meflage was brought to her from a lady» 
who wuted in the parlour, and wifiied to fpeak 
^ith her ; flie delired flie might be fiie*n up flairs. 
^— The lady want* to fee jrou in private, ma'am, 
was the anfwer. Conflance could not guefs who 
could have any private bufinefs with her ; the 
fervant faid he did not know the iad)-, that the had 
a little child with her, and came without a fervant 
in a hackney coach. She fent down word that the 
would wait on the flranger in a few minutes ; and, 
getdng hady Maria Peryton to take her place at 
the^ tea-table, fhe went, with no fihall degree of 
cunofiiyt to the parlour ; the lady, who had rifen 
on her entrance, was a perfon flic could not recoU 
le£l ever having fern ; (he looked like a woman of 
faftiion, was in a very elegant undrefs, the beauty 
of her face, though under a large bonnet, could 
not pafs unnoticed, and Hie had nith her a little 
boy, who appeared to be between two and three 
years old. 

M 3_ Conitaiice 
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ConftuKC adJrclTcd ther, and deilred to koowr 
herbufiuefs with her. — Ywi are MiGi Fitzarthur, 
I prefume, replied the llraDger — 1 have a favour 
to afk of you, tDadaro, which -— ■ ' here ihe 
^pped, and fct-iiKd much cmbarralTed. Cohftance 
begged her to compofe herfelf, and faid (he woi|ld 
attend to any requeil die bad toraake.-^She aguin 
attempted to proceed; — 1 am informed, madam^ 
that you arc fbortly— — here flie hellcated, gre\w 
more agitated, ' and buriV into tears. Conilance, 
i^ai. all aftomfltment, and could not conceive what 
fort of difirefs excited fuch emotions :— She en- 
deavoured to encourage her, and offered to ring for 
a glafsof lurtfhorn and watery this the lady de- 
clined, faying, fhe fhould recover in a few mi* 
nutes. To avoid diftreflJBg her, Mifs Fitzarthur 
now directed her attention to the child, whofc 
countenance prejudiced her in its favour, and he 
returned her careffes with foiidrcfi j in * ihort 
dme Ihe was relieved from her fufpcnce, the lady 
recovered the free ufc of her tongue, and faid,— 
Tou are very good, madam, to take notice pf my 
little boy ; it is on bis account and hi» filler's that 
Z trouJ>le you ; it is for them that I aJk a favour 
of you. — 1 underfland chatyou are fliortly to te 
married to Lord Calorne.^ — Conllance was thunder- 
flruck; but recovering from her furprize, flie,. 
with fome hefifaiion, affured her her information 
was premature ; (lie would have proceeded, had n»t 
file flranger interrupted her by fajing,— Although 
ray 

u,0,i,-f-n,CoO^^lc 



my inform Jtion may be piemaime, mudam, it is not 
rrroiteout, it is fufficient for mc thst fuch a roatirh 
u io contemplation,, aad this I am fu re you will 
©wn- — ^Here (he Hopp.ad as if eSpeiSing Con- 
ftance'a affsnt, but flic, too much einbarralTed to 
fay a word, only- coloured. I fee, madam, conti- 
nued the lady, I have difpSeafcd you by the 
abruprnefs of my application; I am very fony 
for It, for I hud no intention of offending you ; that 
I-may not detain you, I will tell you my biiliiiefa 
as briefly .as poiribie. I heard by accident a fltort 
.tim«.agu, that. my lordl.ad thoughts of marrying, 
and on inquiry, I found you were the lady he 
ftddrefled ; at the fame time fuch a character of 
you was given me ai encouraged me to aUc you to 
Ulcad the caufe of two helplefs infantt ; this child, 
madam, is lord Calorne'sj-^and I — O how can 1 
look at you and own it ! — I am its unhappy mo- 
ther. 

Al this ioTormation Mifs Fitzarthur trembled 
univerfaily, and was fiient, till fummoning her 
fortitude aad ber prefence of mind to difguife her 
intereft in it, flie faid that lord Calorne could not 
then be at liberty to marry. O madam, replied 
the ftranger,. I (iiould be very forry to prevent his 
marriage ; — he "is-quite at liberty. I never w!ftie;d 
him to remain fiagle on my account, for he has 
allured me he newr will abandon me.— This Con- 
, (iance confidered as little fliort of an infult ; it 
Was plainly telling her Ihe wm wjhart Lord Ca- 
M 4 lorne'a 
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lorne's affc^on ; and the was in iauht whether 
the fbould not decline hearing the remainder of 
this (lory ; yet there appeared in the relator, fueh 
an artlefs fimplkity, fuch a fear of offending, and 
fucb diArcfe, that {he could not refolve on dif- 
tniSng her without knowing if it wa» in her power 
to ferve htr, — What I have to requeft of you, 
madam, faid the llrangcr, is, that when you are 
married you would jxprefent to my lord the pro- 
priety of malcing & pemuoeot pnmlion for 
bis children, for I have a girl younger than tbu 
child :' this 1 am not fo anxious for ; bii fex makei 
a provifion left neceflary ; but for my girt fome- 
thiog Ihould be done, for indeed, madam, ill a* 
y»u may conceive of me, it Would break my heart 
to have her espofed to the temptatiotis her mother 
yielded to : if flie h fecure from poverty, I hope 
flie will be fafe : as for inyfetf 1 have nothing to 
aJk ; my lord'* generoHty has placed me above )tll 
tear of want, and I do-not doubt he will be at 
kind to his children ; but my anxiety makes me 
very earneAly wifli for a. certain provifion for 
them : will you, madam, now you have been fo 
good as to hear me, will you take the trouble of 
mentioning my requeft to my lord as foon as you 
tan after you are married i 

The whole of Mifs Fitzarthur's refentment was 
now awakened sgalnft Lord Calorne, and his ur- 
gency for a private marriage was explained^ TWs 
was in her opinion fo infamous a coone^on k 
entirely 
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entirely to forbid all fanher iDtercoure with htm j, 
th« refpe£l ilie bad entertuned for him bow va- 
nifhed, and wa» fucceeded by abhorrence of hii libe^ 
tinifm, and aogcr at his attempt to tmpofe on her 
by the a|^arance of- ftrid morality : fhe repUed 
ivlth fonie warmth— Were I capable of marrying 
Lord Calorne irfter what I hare heard of him^ I 
fliould deferve and expert all the contempt he could - 
treat me wiih : — In that cafe, however, I would 
inoft willingly remind him of his duty to lu) chil- 
dren, but I conider him as already married : in 
the fight of Heaven he certainly 11 fo ; I will 
never rob another of their right, nor can I con- 
tent myfelf with his lordfliip'i fupCifluoui afiefiion. 
—I muft then beg, faid the firanger lady, that if 
you break with my lord, .he may not know of 
iny application ; he would never forgive my bein^ 
the occafion of loling you. 

A paufe now brought to Mifi Fitzarthur'i re- 
collefUon that (he was giving implicit faith to af- 
fertions which, however bold, might be iaife, aa 
(he knew not nhat credit was due to her informer ; 
flie, howejrer, promifed that the confidence (ht 
repofed in her (hould not be rendered injuriou) to 
her, and exprefled her afionilbment that flie bad 
been lb deceived in Lord Calorne',— O nuukm, faid 
the lady, with a half fnule, you know but little" 
of the world, or you would nOt thi:^ fo badly of 
my loird; indeed when firft I lived mth him I 
ufed to C|I1 bim very wicked to h»Tc enticed mo" 
M $ fna 
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£mn bOHWr becaale h broke my^ poor mottier's 
heart { for I sflure you liU I knew Lord Calorae, 
AhoQS^ I was poOT, I wai refpeded.— The arcs, 
Rjdied Ctwflancc, which he muft have ufed lo 
^Ibare you add to his wicksdoefa : I can itnk? 
aUowancee for young women where their fituitioo* 
in life exptfc them to the ava of thofe whofs 
ptwen of temptation cm be extended to any diffi' 
«ulty they meet with, and they are fineerely to t^ 
pitied— Ikow long have you known Lord Calorne } 
—I knew him firO, faid the ftranger, a (hort time 
Wore he went abroad— tUt child was bom while 
he was gone ; he wanted to perinade me to come 
to hlm^ but roy mother was living, and as I was 
with her, fin hoped our connexion would be 
broken. 

It appeared very incredible to Conllance that 
Lord Calome's charafler-fitonld be fo ill underftoodf 
conCdenng- he had fo eaiiy difcovered his incli- 
MBtimn ; afi' his acquaintance regarded him as an 
nncommonty good young man, and that he ihonld 
be able to deceive the world dTeduallyj while fuch 
corredionB of their judgment at hia chiUren ex-< . 
iAed, WBt to her matter toffo, great aftonidiment oS 
induced her to believe- fa erfelf impofed on by this 
M^ation; nnwiiliof, ho#eveT, tt> appear inicretted 
by alking fnch qiitrtlibns 'asinugbt either remove or 
Amfirm ha ftiffscioni, Am iaid that if dhe fotiod 
lordCalomelheinlui be was'repre&itedj'her xc^ 
fkl|ilt«i»te'Willi'bbn*w«aU inaediatflyi cafe ^ »aA 

.■,-..' :. : , flle 
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ihe tnufl therefore decline all interference in his fa- 
mily affairt. 

The Uranger perceiving flie had nltheld her 
belief, and feeming piqued at her incredulity, re- 
plied— -Do you fay, madam, if Lord Calorne i^ 
the man reprcfented f do you doubt what I have 
told you ? you do, and I cannot wonder at it. 
The lofs of credit is but the confequence of the 
lofs of innocence, though indeed I xa ppt the 
abandoned creature you chink me : if you could 
Ipare me half an hour I would convince yoji I trtcfi 
from weaknefs not inclination. ConAance, ihougb 
fhc could very ill ftay, could not forbear wifliing 
to know what degree of credid was to be given tp 
imputations which fo neatly concerned her : Qifi 
therefore feni to itie company above ftairi an excufe 
for her abfence, and a retjueft to Lady Maria to 
.fopply her place till her return ; and then lifteped 
to fuch a feiics of dccek and villany exercifed t(» . 
intrap a poor unwary girl as called forth equally ■ 
her pity and her anger. 

When the lady bad ended her ftory, ConftancCf 
who felt much interefted for her, eSprdfcd her 
abhorrence of Lotd Calorne's conduQi and jic- 
JcROwkdged her confidence in' him was ftatjen; 
mil, however, unwillmg to condemn faim, Hie 
faid Ihe woy.ld inquire of forae ef his frienda, Ic$ 
there fliould be any millake in names or circura- " 
Jl^cea i and if, contjnacd fflie, I fiud, what I can 
bvdly douibt yw liave told me confirnKd, will 
M 6 yo\4 
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you give mc leave toexcutethe oecefBury alteratiod 
ia.mj bchanour, by owning I hay^ feeo you }— 
No,' replied the lady, I cannot content to it ; be 
would never pardoa it : I can, I believe fpare yoa 
the trouble of inquiry, for I have a letter in my 
pocket-frotn him ; you know lii»1)and I fuppofe.— 
Conflance anfwering in the aSirmative, flic, toot 
out a number of lettert, one of which flic gave 
her to lead, and it cont^ned tbefe wordi : 

* I own, my dear Maria your reproaches are 

* juft, the letter you refer to is three weeks old, 
' and yet unanfwered ; but I will not admit the 

* inference you draw from my neglcfl : — let the cn- 

* clofed be a peace offering, and red afliired yoa 
-* are at dear as ever to 

Your mofl faithful and aSedtionate 

C ALOR N E, 

* P. S. Kifs your Httle boy for me. — Mctward 

< fays he grows very much like me :— a little tell- 

* tale ! but I love him and bis mother too well to be 

* difplealed at the difcovery. I have long furmouul- 

* cd vulgar prgudices, and care little for the opi- 

* nioB of the world.* 

So ablblute a coofirmation left no room either 
to hope or doubt ; the letter waa ligned, and the 
whole of it written by J-otA Calorae, and addrefled to 
Mtfs Greybume: Mifs HtzartKurnow looking at tbe 
dtild, fancied fiie faw the mentioned refemblance ; 
and borne down by fuch a torrent of evidence Ihe 
wailoft in amazement. The lady took her leave, 
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and ConAancc fummoned all her fonttude to re- 
turn to the company : as Hie was going into the 
hall, fhc faw a letter lying on the floor, which 
fhe picked up, and finding it to be that which Miffl 
Greyburne had flietvn her, -as it waa Impoflibk to 
return it, put it into her pocket and went to the 
drawing room.. When the door was opened, Lady 

■ Emma coraiog up to her, ejtcl aimed"— Lord my 
dear, wher« have you teen this age ? — I afliire 
you if I hadn't heard it was a lady that wanted you 
I Oiould have thought you'd been gone off; I was 
juft coming to fee after you :— why my dear you 
look Tery pale— what's been the matter ?— who 
have you had with you ??— come tell me, for 
I am dying with curiofity. . 

The quick fucceffion of Lady Emma's quellitHig 
took away all neceffity of anfwering them ; and Con- 
fiance fud only that Ihe was not very well, and fat 
down on the nearest chair. One of the ladies was at 
Ac harpfichord, and feveral of the company were 
flanding round her, but all were now either alarm- 
ed for Mifa Rtzarthur, or anxious to know whae 
was the matter : they therefore quitted the harp- 
fichord and came to her. Lady Maria thinking 
the heat of room was too great, faid, (he would be 
better in the ur, and defired one of the fafliei ' 
might be opened : tlus was immediately done by 

•• Lord Famferd, and Lord Calome offered to move 

her to the window : the fight of him, who was the 

foU 
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{bit caufe of her iadifpofition, reaniinated her ; 
flic declined hU alHibace, and went towards the air« 
where flie prefently recovered. Some rcafoa mull 
BOW be i&gaei both for her Qay and her difor- 
der : the true one viai qf all the mofl improper ; 
toe therefore faid, that the peHbn to whom (he 
had been called had been telling her a very melan- 
choly flory. — A widow and half a dozen fatherleft 
chitdren, with a talc made up to draw the money 
out of your pocket, I.concludei interrupted Lotd 
Fataford. — Well ! (ud Lady Emma, I'm fujprifed 
bow people can pleafe tbemfetves with heating 
meUtkoholy tales j when any body comes to me 
with a pitiful flory lalwayt deGre^'em to hold their 
tongues, for I've no idea of making one felf mifer- 
able for misfortunes one don't feel, — Lord Calome 
fmiled at her Udyfliip contemptuoufly, and faid tQ 
Mifs Fiizanhur— 1 hope the diltrefs you have ho- 
Boured with your conpaflian was fucb as you could 
alleviaie, then lam fure you will r^oice in having 
fofiered by -hearing it. 
~ Con&anee, wl^o an bout before would have 
liflened eagerly to Lturd Calome, aiid whofe eyei 
jvould bave declared how fincerely file concurred 
in erery v/iih for the happinefs of others, now 
WniJsg from hinjf aniweted coldljf ;— From what 
I havehear'J.I could derive ao pleafure, .nor no 
stdvanuge, excepting fbat of 4carniE)g to di&rufl* 
Bot only All the world, but my own fenfes' Thit 
lUfivei was too myAenbut to gratify the curioCty 
of 
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of htt bearers : ?Lord F.atnford, who fromtbe mlfl 
in which the objcd W^ enveloped, exaggerated in 
magnitude, after a pavtfe comiag from the' fire to 
Mifs iFitiATthur, faid— 1 will lay five to nothing I 
gtiefs what {oti,fil a xMi^of you have had.— -There 
is fomethiHg, replied Lord Calwrne, interrupting 
him, fo very unfair in «tc«inptitig ,to extort. what 
another is defirous ^o foactiii, that, were I Mifs 
Fitzarthur, however fecure I might be of your 
guelSng wrong, J w^uld not allo^ you to exercifc 
your ingenuity. — Cocftancie fearing Lord- Farnford 
ftumld fay any thing that fnight ags,ia difoi-der her 
. and fcarcely able to. recalled what flic hcrlelf bad 
faid, anfwered, that > recital of mis fort iines could 
not afford pleafupe, nor did' ffae think them fub- 
je£ls of con verfatioa.r— Lady Maria .agreed with 
ber: Lady Emma faid, tbere were ihings enougli 
to make us aneafy in this world without our feek- 
ing for them : and here, as curiofity "Wai out oi 
hope of beiog gcau&d, ittquiry veafed. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

DETERMIKATiON. 

AS-foonas ijie coiDpBny'wen.goiie,'Cotiftun 

Tcnred to her chatter, too much ovcupand 

-hjr w^ flK^adletnud'to-will^toincctiiar^uB^' 

juid 
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and defiroufl to avoid inquiries which {he could ndt 
fo eafily have parried as thofe file had been teafed 
with : flic pafled a flecpleft night in comparing 
the lereral circumftances of Lord Calornc'i beh»- 
Tiour to her, with Mifs Greybume's ftory, and 
the correfpondcnce berareen them tended td confirm 
that which was already too certain : the fear that 
this conne^oD (hould come to her knowledge, ac< 
counted in fome meafure for his dejedb)ii, and fully 
eiplained his propofing a clandetline marriage ; 
a liiare which fbe mofl heartily rejoiced at hanng 
efcaped. One thing only was inexplicable ; that all 
his acquainiapce lliould either be ignorant of bis 
charafter, or jtnn to conceal it : this daggered her, 
fi>r had Lady Maria known it, flic would not have 
been fo lavilh in her commendations of Jiimj had 
Lord Fatnford knoifn it, the wiJh, while he fuf- 
pe^d her attachment to him as the (aufe of her 
refnfal, to lower him in ber opinion, and his deGrc 
to convince her that he himfelf was not a prodigy 
of immor^ity, would Ibe was certain, have over* 
come eveiy coafideratitKi onriendlhip or charity : 
ibe therefore could only conjedure that this waa 
afecret, and that Lord Cidorae bad fuccefsfully 
impofed on the world. In proportbn as ber re- 
gard for him was fincere, fhe was grieved at hit 
depravity, and her indignation was roufed at fais 
confummate hypocrify. We are -never iium« angiy 
than when we findourfelve* duped, natural julH> 
fiable pride, and Jclf lore, mi bettet rcstbiu, and 
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we can fooner forgive any injury th«n that of 
deceit. 

What ftep Ihe fbouM take in confequence of tti!a 

difcorery, id her prefent agitated ftate of mtod fhc 

could not rcfolve : there was but one tbiag oa 

which flie would immediately decide, and tliat was 

never to be the wife of fuch a man. In the morn>- 

ing fhe moft unwillingly obeyed a fummoiis to the 

breakful tuble, where fbe found Mri. SiaTenell, 

who OD lici entrance exprefled her concern and 

aftoniibment at the alteration in her looks. — Do I 

took wotfe than ufual ? faid Gonftance, going to 

the glafi— yes I do, I look pale, but it will go oS. 

— ^You went to bed foon laft night, replied ber 

ftunt, your maid faid you fcemed poorly. — 1 waa 

very low in the evening, anfwered Mif) Fiizanhur» 

hardly knowing how to get rid of thefe uouble-* 

fome inquiries. — I believe the room wai too ^ot. 

—If you ar'n't well, fatd Mr«. Stavenell, I'll fend 

for advice ; I Ihall have ybu laid up elfe>— Her 

niece begged her not, affiiring her the wai quite 

recovered, and they fat dfwn to breakfaft : a dilh 

of tea' was all ConElance could fwallow : and Mn. 

Stavenell infixed on her being worfe than fhe own- 

efl, and propofed fending for her phyGcian, which, 

however, her niece prevented by faying — I know 

what I fliould be toldr— that I muft leave oCf raking, 

for that late hours, and Aidden tranfitions fron 

heat to cold will ruin any conffitution : if y«u 

pleafe, flie continuedi I will be good and keep 

houfe 
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boufe thu evcDing, iDd I fhall. Uc (pate well to- 
morrow. 

At noon Lord Farnlbrd- vailed' tt> inquire after 
her, and prefently after Loid C^rne : CooAanec 
could not avoid' a[>peariBf^aBd was comforted by 
Ijord Farnford't prefence; which had ever been a 
refinint, as wetl oar Bord Calorne as on berfelf : 
k'wu impoffible to b^are with eafc : her colour 
went and came^ and her difiwder was Tifibie ; Hie 
WM leaft refervvdViKl embnTsfled to him (he had- 
uni&rmljt diOikad ; more la tu him. who tilt the 
pvceding dby had been the obje^ of her efteem; 
^rd Calor^ie'i counteoaaoe plainly indicated lUs 
percei^ag this change, it expreffed a rtfcntment of 
h, and when he had fatii&d himfelf about her 
kealthr iuid made fome fruitleft e&rts to engage 
her in coDvcrlatiaD,. whicb &e laconically repelled^. 
hr withdrew. She felt relieTed by tu> abfence. 
and dtvading nothing fo much ae again exciting- 
Mrs. Starenctl*! Aifpicioni, . {he joined her in a re- 
queft to' Lord Farnford that he woitld go with 
them to Chriftje's ; his lordfhip, not a little elaied 
by tbM uoprecedetited mark of favour, willingly 
acceded to thlt prepolition. Mrs. Stavenell wai 
engaged abroad for the evening, and out o£ 
kindnefs to her niece, who piupofed ftayin^ at 
home, ihe aflced Lord Fajnfbrd if his Mers 
would come and fit ivith ber: he '-undertook 
tor them that they fliould, and fwd he would 
accain[riDy 
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accompany them ; a cirilky which Conftance 
would very readily have difpcnfcd with ; flie could 
not decline it, and therefore ftrcngihened her aiint*4 
invitation by telling him, that if the ladies would 
come they would prai^life fotne Inufic whJcli had 
1 that morning been fcnt to her : (lie "hoped this en> 
ployment would divert tlicir attention from her, 
»id fupply her deficiency in converratlon. ^ ■ 

Not with (landing Mifs Fitzarthur was well awans 
of the propriety of immediately informing Sir 
Edward and her mother of "the difcovery fhe had 
Made, it was a meafi^re to which flie had fo itamy 
objeftiona that Hie could not refolve on it ; il would 
oblige her to give up her author, and this the fear 
of Involving Mifs Greyburn iii difficulties forbade; 
Sir Edward would without doubt inform Lord C^ 
lorne of the reafijcs which foroed him to depart 
from hii promife, and perhaps flie might be requi- 
red to confront him ; betides iheideaofbcing made' 
the fubjefl of converfation, as he would be no longer 
folicitous to keep frhar had pafled recrer,.and might 
"through fefentmenraud revenge expofe her>,was too , 
■difagreeabie to be riff|ued. In order therefore, to 
avoid this and tbe pain of vert)ally accufing him, 
a tafli which though flic abhorred his vicea, flic 
ftill had too much regard for him to think herfe If 
adequate to^ and |o fcreen Mifa Greyburne from 
(he tlkHs of his anger, flie determined to keep what 
(lie had heard within her own breaft, to avoid 
feeing "Lord CalornC, to leave London as foon a& 
flic 
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8ie could find a pretext for U ; and, when nt Mar- 
fioDbury, to acquaint Sir Edward and Lady Uar- 
bara with his conduct. 

A habit early imbibed of facrificing etcry incli- 
nation to the fcnfi; of reOItude enabled hvr to inakc 
this heroic relbluiion, but it was not fufficieut to 
fupport her under it : the difappointincnt (he bad 
experienced preyed inceflantly on her fpirits, and 
notwttbftanding the utinoD exertion of her fortitude 
it Tifibly impaired her heabh ; fhe had> without 
tSt&, hinted to Mra. Stavcnett her wi(b to return 
to the country ; her aunt was not to be perfuadcd 
that it would be of fervice to her, and would not 
hear of it ! the fear of tnariing her prc^efl by pref- 
fii^ it too far made her cautious ; when it wa* 
lioktitly oppofed, ihs defined ; but always renew- 
ed the fut^eA at the next opportunity. A week fhe 
dragged on in this uncomfortable way, without 
any oUier coufoUnon than that flie did not fee Lord 
Calorne:'his uncommon long abfence from Mn. 
Siavenell's, and her not having met him in that 
lime any where, made her fufpeft he knew the dif- 
<overy flu had made, and had withdrawn himfelf i 
but this Ibe found it dtfiicult to bclieTe ; fomettmes 
fhe perfuaded hcrfelf flic had been iitipofed on by 
Mifs Greybourne's Dory ; but his letter to her vrai 
incoDtrovertable ertdcnce : fhe was forced to aban* 
don every hope, and to acknowledge, that how 
ercr iil flic bad thought oi Lord Farnford, Lord 
Calonie 
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Calornc was not only bis equal in vice, but kis fu- 
perior in hypocrify. 

That (he migbt not render her taflt more diflicull 
tban it really was, Ihe aToided every occafioD of 
indulging the melancholy which already nearly 
overpowered her : fhe gave up the pleafure of fo%. 
litude, and forced herfelf to drcfs and go into com- 
pany, when neither her fpirits nor ftrength were 
equal to the fatigue : the fociety of Lady Maria 
Peryton was now too much like remaining alone j 
Ihe. preferred Lady Emma's vivacity, at that for 
a moment made her forget what (be was too prone 
to think on ; but thcfe apoftrophiet afforded ber"no 
permanent reUef, every painfiil remembrance re- 
turned as foon as fhe was atone with adde4 
Arength. 

She had promifed one evening when fhe bad met 
L.ady Emma at the opera, to be ready at noon 
the next day to walk with her : they went together 
to the refer»(Mr in the Green Park, and were by 
the water fide when her ladyfbip foddenly lh>pping, 
and looking at her watch, rectdle^led an en|rage- 
ment &e had made to call on a lady in Clarget- 
flreet at that hour : fhe faid fhe Ihovtd not be gone 
ten minutes, and wifhed Conftance to wait where 
file then was for her. Aa each bad a fervaut wiA 
her, there was no impropriety in thii, and Mift 
Fitzanhiir agreed to walk there till the returned t 
in a few minuter, as Conflance was indulging the 
privilege of bdog alone, and rundnating on the 
argume»tt 
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arguments (be Oiould next ufe to pjxvM on Mta. 
Stavenell, flie heard the gate from the QueenV 
walk fait to, and lUiing up her eyes' faw I^rdCa- 
lorne who had juft afcended the hlU, accompani- 
ed by Mr. Mecward hia father's chaj>taio, whom Ihc 
had ottce before feen* and who was (he peifon 
prepofed by Urn, as Jie could trufi, to pertbnn 
the cereroooy of their clandefline marriage : — 
She ioToluntanly ftopt, and would have gone out 
At the nearefl: gate, had it not been for her expecta- 
tion of Lady Etnma : flie therefore only tura- 
jedback, and hc^ed, iKird Calorne and his com- 
panim would go through to Piccadilly : in this 
&e was deceived, they followed her, and when 
jcome uj>'With her. Lord Calorne faid,— Good morn- 
ing to you, Madam — what here alone ?— She re- 
turned his falutatioa as briefly as polSble, and in- 
iWered that Ihe wanted for Lady Emma who hod 
luft lefi her.— -Lord Calorne paufed, and then, 
Jooking finll at her, faid,— I am very forty to fee 
jmfs Fitaarfbur here without company ;— touched 
iiit hat, pafied her, atul went towards the grove. 
. It i^aa upwards of half an hour before Lady Em- 
fsa came b^k, and ConJlance had time for refl«c- 
tionon the alteration inX^ord Calorne's behaviour, 
And the manner in wluch he had fpoken to .her : it 
was. To diSerent from his ufual mode of addrefi, 
Mid he lb atnphatically faid he was forry to lee her 
there ^'thout company, that Ihe was at a lofs ti» 
aiodcrflat^ him. A? the agun pafled the gate 
through 
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thraugh which he went, fhe faw him and Mr. Met* 
ward walking very ctofely, and Lord Calome look- 
~ed back evecy four or five Heps : what the myflery 
of his conduit meant flie could not find out. It , 
■was evident that fotncthing had wrought a great 
change in him ; at any other time he would have 
joined her, now, notK ithibnding he jirofeffed him- 
felf forry to fee her alone, he (quitted ier : fhe 
was for a moment hurt at the Highi, but wbco Sx 
«onfidered that a breach between theni was necer- 
fary and inevitable, flie cndeaviouvcd to reconcile 
■herfelfto it, and agwn to perfuadc herfelf tiiat it 
'Was the confequence of hi» knofuieg tbe difotxtecy 
■Mfs Greyburne had made. 

When Lady Emma returned (he tfksd ConlWce 
if (he had had 'Oo company : flie re{>lied that ibs 
had not, that Lord Calovne had pa(red her, aid 
■had ik»rcely flopped : her ladylh^) feemed furpiif- 
«d, and fo unwilling to believe that he bad tbud no 
-longer, as convinced Conftance fhe lufpeftcd a 
.'greater intimacy between thcni tkan was avowed ; 
^ut hearing that Mr. Mttward was with himi (he 
Je«med fatisfied. 



CHAP. 
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COME young friendi of Mift Fitzanhur's bad 
invited her to fpend the next eremng with them 
in Pdl-mall i therewat a large company, and when 
the card-playen were feated, Coaflance, the y<Hing 
ladies of the houfe, and fome others went toward* 
the windows, which were yet open : they bad ftood 
a few minutei when their attention waa drawn by a 
light in the flreet: it wai a chariot'with a Sam- 
beau, and, as foon as it came in ligbt, one of the 
ladies of the family faid, — Here*! this fmart chariot 
that comes every day : I wonder whofe it is,— 
'.It now fbpt at the oppolite boufe, and Con- 
Oraact plainly faw it was Lord Calome's ; he got 
out of it and went into the drawing-t«OTn, the win* 
'dow flnitters of which were alfo open : ibere was 
oi^ one lady fitting in the room, and fhe was read- 
ing till the carriage came'; (he then bad laid by 
her booV, and when "LorA Calorne entered received 
him with much feeming joy : the curtains were im- 
mediately let down, and no more was to be feeo. 
The cflriolity of Conftance had been fo excited, 
and fhe was fo wholly engroflpd by what fhe faw, 
(hat fhe remuned filent ; but now, as the bdies 
were f^I ccoiTcrhng on the fubjc£t of this unknown 
chariot 

, Coujlo 



c'hariot, aad fayiag how oftco it cane, and that tltc 
titdy they had £een had the frequent ufe of it, fhe 
told them whole it was, and alked who lived at the 
Jioufe. — Thai replied the young lady, I canaot fiai 
out : it feenu to be a fort of {eaet, and 1 bare s 
-great noDon it is a kept eufticfi : the boufe a.nar- 
Ay furniihed, and thii lady ha$ bem there about te« 
days; llieii a very pretty wonvn; they fay her 
name ii Graham, or fomething Ulu it, and wauld 
perfuade ut that her hufband is in the country j 
this chariot comes every day, and very often the 
gentleman who got out of it comes on foot, drell 
in re^mentals ; at other timei it is lent, and the 
lady goes out with her child. From this account 
-it was no unjufliliafale fCirmiJe lint the Lady w» 
Mifs Gkvybume, and ConAince could fcaicely . 
conceal her intereftin what'flie had leen. 

.The young lady who-had firA ilarted the queflioli 
now faid to another at a card-table jiear her,— ^lifi 
nizarthur knows wbofe cartiage that is that } ihewvl 
you this mortung ;— 4be fays it is Lord Calome's.-r^ 
What, returned cht lady. Lord (^mington'r fan ?-— • 
why that's he tbat'sgmngto be married."— Coo&uiee 
was ready to die at this infonnaiion ; (he retind <o 
a chair behind her, and prepared to bear news pf 
herfelf.— And who is he gcungM he nwried to ? 
laid the cutious impertiaent .— Who played that dia- 
mcHid ?— ^he fpade was yctur's— the trump was .mine 
—were the onlyaofwcrs (he could for fome time 
get : at length a deal interpofcd, flu c^ieatcd 
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her queftion, and the Wy anrwered >— He is goidg 
to have Mifg Eckkw.— Why I thought, replied 
the inquirer, Ibe wa( to have bad Colonel Berville. 
— Ye<, fo it wM imagined, the other anfwcred, 
but it is not to be fo : they fay the match i« con- 
cluded on between Lord Orroington and Mr. Eck- 
lew.— I'm fure I pty her from my heart,. for I" 
know (he dw'nt like Lord Calorne, at leafl 
(he likes her colonel much better :— I faw her thw 
morning, and ihe toU trit if her father inlifted on 
it, it would break her heart.-^But furely f^ a 
gentleman at the table, if Lord Calorne was aware 
of thia he would refufe her.— Not he, I dare fay, 
replied Mifs Ecklew'g friend :— I fuppo(e be has & 
imnd to her fortune, which was Irft Her by her 
aunt OD condition (he marries to pleafe htr father, 
and is very well worth hb havbg ; it is Cud to be 
in order to avoid paying a conliderable gaming 
debt due to Mr. Ecklew, wbofe eflate being like 
Lord . Ormington's a little out ^t elbows, makes 
him clamorous, that this match was prapofed. 

All the particulars of this bufinefs werecoannn- 
nicatcd, the heareis were fstisfied, and'Cooliance 
Iccreily rejoiced in their nuilnfonnaitioti. But it 
prefem^ .occurred <o her th?t what Hae had heard 
might be true, .and this might aoCouiri: for the od- 
dity of Lord 'CalorneU behaTiour,: the authority 
>on which the lady fpokeivai indifputable, asdic 
alTerteil having her informatioii from Mifs Ecklew 
'herfelf) and as Lord Calorne had in one -inltance 
attempted 
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attempted impofition, it wii not impoffible (hat Ik) 
might in another effcihially deceive her. Thi( 
imagiqatiun wrought To forobly oq; her mind that 
it Wis with (he utmoU dilBculty the kept up any 
tolerable degree of chearfulnefa through the even- ' 
ing : when the got home, flie refolved) at all 
cventa; the neit day to nieBtvon feriouflyto Mrs. 
Stavenell her defire to return to JMarftonbuiy : fhe 
did ib,.ur^g as a reafon for it the decline of4ier 
health ; and obtained a promife from her that if 
(he was not foon better, flie would not oppofe het 
following tier tiicHnations. 

Lady Emnia Peryto^ had engaged Mifs Fttzar- 
tfaur to breakfafl with her and Lady Maria the next 
morning, and, it being very fine weather, (htwa^ 
to walk, as was her ufual cuflom when' fhe went 
to Portman-fquare, through Hyde-park, and Mrs. 
Stavenell faid, Hie would either call or (end the 
coach for her. As foon as CoolUnce had cro<re4 
the road in Hyde-park, Ihe faw Lord Calorne couit 
ingflowly down the Walnut-tree- walk ; h« flopped 
and then went off to the le^t : aa he tva« at a conli- 
derable dinance, (lie hoped file fliould be able to 
avoid him by turning out of the track; but when 
fhe had gone a few yards farther, he came up to 
her, and with a liern voice and countenance aJked 
her why fhe came there :— ihe ivaa d'lfconcerted by 
feeing him, furprizcd at hb qu'efiion, and ftill 
more at the manner in which it waa put ; fhe an- 
fwered it by repealing it, and faying flw waa going 
N 2 to 
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to p9ntMD-fquire.---And why, Mifs Fitzarthui!, , 
laid hc-ffoutd jou come this way ?— you do not, 
fsnly, fee your danjcT.— What danger i retumtd 
ffaetarrificd;— 1 am Tony I came -tbU way if it it 
dWgH'out.-^Nd I not tell jrou, faidli*, I honour- 
*d your finiincfi ?-i-what will your fi^er think ? — 
he little knew Vth*t he did wtien he ■fuSered you to 
coitie to London :— ^hc Jiad better liave inunured 
yon allyoufilift nbere you were.) — but it nukes 
Tciy little difference,— notluDi; would have liean a 
reftraut :— I fhall fay no moie to you ^— you hare 
made me miferable.—leave this |ilacc I beg ;^-do 
not ftay in it.— What would 2 not give I had bc«i 
Sifflppointed !~^o out of the park as h& as you 
tin.— For heaven's fake, fatd Conflance, what do 
jftia meanJ-^whatdangcramlMpofed to f— what 
have I to fear ?---you hare tetri&ed me to I fcan:c- 
lykndw which way to take — if you will walk to 
1ncca<Elly with me I will faati the nun im- 
mofiately to call a. coach.—/ walk back with 
you.? replied Lord Calorne— this is confirma- 
tion i—<M)f» I^tzarthar, I refpefl your fWily 
•—I loTe yoo— and I have not toft all fenfe of ho- 
notir. Saying thefe myfterioui words, with a look 
Jlill more calculated to embarrafa, he left her, and 
firuck acrofs towards ICenfingt on-garden. 

Half dead with fear and furprize Conftance knew 

hot whether to return or proceed j her fervant had 

wuted at a diftance while Lord Caloi;ne fpoke to 

her, and feeing her now Hand ftilt, he came up to 

her 
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Km: (be went flwward, and notWog ai^«earing W 
eicite her apprehenfion*; and maoy people being 
difperfed about fhe paA, » few momenta Confident 
dcKi inclined her rather to think his lordfhip out 
of hie fenfe* than that there could in fuCh a pUc* 
be awj' danger from which her fervant wasoota- 
pcoteaion; (he therefore continued her wall(, and 
reached Portman-fqaare without any-reafon to cre- 
dit the unintettlgible wamin?. 

XVhenAe went inat Lord Famfbrd'i, her coun- 
tenance declared that fomctlang uncooimon hai 
difturbedheri flie aflad to have a IhtJe water,. *b^ 
Aen related as 4»uch of ber rcRCWttiie as (be 
thowght prudent. Lady Maria w«« e<t«aUy at ji 
iofi, and a« much aflomfhedafvbecT^. Im^ fin- 
ma lauglied at it, and faid Lord Calome ha^ a roitul 
to frtg;htEn her; Ijmi Fandbrd, who cua&isfotm 
after her, and to whom the circuinfiaiicea of the ti- 
ftirvereb/ hi> younger- filler, repeMed, iaMcd 
on k that Lord Caloine wai either dnimk «r mad r 
the Utter Con(tance wai inclined cobelierc, the 
former (be thought as imprebabte as Lady Enuna's 
fugg;eftion that it was .done to frighten her. In the 
courfc of converfation on the fubjeil, the altera- 
tion in Lord Calornc's behaviour, and the dejefliou 
-ofbisfpirits were obfeired on; and Lord Farn- 
ford, in a way between jeft and earncfl* fwd,— I 
- wouldlaya ihoufandto one.that I can account for 
this oddity.— How } faid Lady Emma— Calorne's 
ia Im-e,. replied, his lordfhip : W& Fttzarthur do 
N 3 you ■ 
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you know no lady of whom he is maft palSonately 
ibnd, though neither he nor fhe chufc to own 'nl 
—The queflion^fo difconcerted her to whom it was 
ftddreSed and whofawhow it was aimed, that fhc 
could vtry ill difTcmblc j but lady £ttima cruelly 
prelling her to anrwer, flic replied that flie bad 
heard that he was paying his court to Mifs Eck- 
lew. And pray, faid I-ord Farnfbrd, rifiog and 
placing bimfelf direftly before her, do yen bclicFe 
it ?— I had it from what 1 thought good authority; 
but I told my informer I ihould give no credit to it, 
till I bad aflted you ; becaule y<iu were fo much 
iiiterefled in it, and it would occafion fuch an al- 
teration in the arrangement of your afiatrs, that 
you inwft, if it weie-tnje, know of it.— Ne»er bad 
ConAance fufiered any thing equal to what fbe felt 
now-— Lady Maria faw and would haYe relieved 
her diflreft, bad not Lady Emma repeated her bro- 
ther's quetlion :— detennined, by her obflinate per- 
feverance that lbs fhould not have the vi^iory, fhc 
exerted herfeir, and replied that flie believed the 
report as much as flie believed others in general of 
thu Itiod, though it might be true for aught fl\e 
knew, and that from the poficiVe niatincr in which 
it was afterted, it could hardly be doubted. — The 
looks of Lady Eiimia and her brother convinced 
Mifs Fitzanhur they Were no firangers to Lord 
Calorne's attachment to her, and having reafon (o 
fufpe^ his honouT, flie concluded he had broken 
his word, and difclofcd what the willied to conceal : 
clfe 
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dfe how (hould Mifs Greyburne, bow Qiould Lord 
Farnford's family know fo much. 

Unhitppy in berfelf, iniferable in rolituite, and 
yet fcarcc able to bear the fatigue of company, Cua-* 
fiance heartily repented liaving iiwde the eng.ige- 
menCat Lord Fariiford's, and refoUcd never again 
Ki feek an alleviation of her melancholy in a remedy 
ftill worfe than the difeafe. That (he hwd loft ;ill 
her vivaciiy had been for fomj time obfervt.-l by 'bet 
acquaintunce, and Lord Farnford jomed by bis 
youDger fLfler, inuft unmercifully rallied her for it, 
sttributing it avowedly toLord Caiorne, and telling 
her that however cunning (he iiti^ht be, flie couM 
not blind all the world. At laft Mrs. Stavenell 
called her, and Conftance whofe defire to return to 
Marfioobury increafed every hour, quitted I.otd 
Famford's houfe, with a deterniination to pay only 
one other vifit there, and that it fhould be for the 
purpofe of taking a farewell. 
' Amidft all her vexadons (be could not but think 
berfelf fortunate in being free ^mLord Calorne's 
vifits : an interview which Qiould oblige her to 
converfe with him, would, ihe frequeady thought, 
be more than flic could endure. For fome days af- 
ter Mifs Greyburne had been with her, flie was in 
perpetual fear of his coming, or meeting him where 
^ flie went; but excepting tfie morning when he_ 
called to inquire after her, and her feeing him twice 
when (he walked, her fortitude had efcaped a trial 
of this fort, and her dfead ceafed to eiift. She 
N 4 could 
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cooU not cloubt hii having tUfcorered i6at Ew 
chanAer wai dereloped, nor that for ihis caufe he 
avoided her; bifc his conduft feemed always in- 
tended to defeat her fagadty, and to puzzle her ; 
' She had jull returned from Lord Farnford's, and 
wai alone in the dcawinjr-EOon, when the welt- 
kaown knock at the door alarmed her : Ok Io«Aed 
out, faff Lord Calome, and immediately ran to 
the top of the fialra to ftop the farvant who Ibould 
let him in ^ the ifflpulfe>which Ihe at the inlUnt 
obeyed, wat that of avoi^nf him ; but having a 
few moments to dc^berate, fhe fcorncd the idea of 
exciifing herfelftobim, or the cuAomary fidfhoott 
of faying fhe wa> out : fhe meant him to knov it 
wa&to him ^wBs not at home, and therefore told 
the footman to fay, if fhe wai inquired for, that 
Ae had given orders to be denM. Nocwithflud- 
ing (he wiflied (o be out of heuring of hit T<rice, fhe 
had not power to IHr from fhe pliiee where file waa ^ 
the heard herfelf alkcd for -.—file heard her anlwer 
given, and Lord Calorne fay in reply,— I am fur» 
Mift Fitzarthiir is at home l— ^the fervant faid it 
was tnie> but thai Jhe had ordered htm to deny 
her.— Are you to deny her to every one ? faid Lord 
Calorne.— I don't know, ray Lord, anfwercd the 
man, Mifa Fiizarthur, when your lordlhip knock- 
ed, told me 10 deny her. Lord Calorne faid no. 
more, and ivent away ; while Conftancc, who had 
not imagined to much would be faid, ajmotl re- 
pented having authorised fgch indeoefs to hj»: " 
a tittle 
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M little' recoHeAaii nevenlMkft con'Wnceil het that 
if the hod cmd it wu OH the (aft fide, and that 
aoy wifli to keep termi with hlin who had hi-oken 
all with her, osald atiCe only froiH « weak parti; 
■licy of which Ihe oUght to hb aOiamcil; 
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fN the ereningMn. Staveoetl and her niece VTcrc 
vitbout company, a circnitflknce which af- 
forded a' favouraUe opportutrity of reptaiing Ki:r 
wilh to leave Londotl : fhe told Mh. Staveneil (ttc 
was Aee while fhe ftaid ia town her health would. 
not mend, for if her intUfpofirion was thi codfe-v 
quence of a dtflerent mannerof living, nothing wu 
fo likely to nftorti her aa retutntng to the life ihe 
bad quitted r Eef kant heaid her patiently, and 
when fhe [tafffed in espeftatioh of a reply; lOokitig 
at her with-8 farcaflic finile, faid; — Pray, itiy deir, 
it Lord Cdotne a gbing out of town ?— 1 da not 
Inow, 9dad«A, nptied Conftante rtddfn'ing. Why 
fcoutdyt«((ak4ie?-^rknow nothin'g ctf his iriteri- 
tiofts. — Nay; rtrnrned Mrs. Stavenell, don't to 
SBgrf} i Aoii^asihatnrighr 1^ theieafon olf 
N s ' yon 
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your wifliing to leave me. Still more diftreflcd and 
Gonfufedf fbe aafwered that Lord Calorne's con- 
dud could DOt poffibly biafi hen. — I beg your par- 
dAHf laid Mr*. Siavenell, I didn't know if be 
mightn't vifit again at Marflonbury; but I durll to 
fcy when he's told a* you're there, he'll come, if 
it'i 'Only for the fake of feeing the houfe, you 
' know.— Conftance, heartily vexed, fat filent, while 
her aunt continuing her flyfc of raillery, faid,— 
Why, my dear, do you think nobody ever fee Lord 
Calftme wai in love with yon ? or Jo you luppofe 
we all thought as you haied him f — Indeed, Ma- 
dam, Conjiance confufedly anfwcred, you are mif- 
taken if you imagine — I will not deny — O, inter- 
rupted Mn. Stavenell, I don't mean to afk any 
more queAioni : — if you'w ■ mind to be lb much 
upon the refervc, well fad good f — you fhall have 
my free leave and licence :— I don't intend to ii^ 
ttrfere, only take care t^^ourfclfj if you don't 
chnfe to take advice you'll have nobody to blante 
but yourfelf, for I think when, iia come to fuch a 
propofal, it» too late to give advice.— Seeing the 
cSeftwhat Ihe faid had on Conlbnce, flic added — 
I'm forry I diftreft you, for you fcem to me to be 
vaflly confounded- 
It was now beyond a doubt certain that Lord Ca- 
tome'a intentioni were dtfclofedt and Couilance 
had no means left to defend lierfelf tron a charge 
of great imprudence and difingenuity, except thtd 
~ of rclatiDg the whole trau&^lioa ; u if mw her 
requeft 
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requfeft that it flioiild be a fecret, (he was at liberty 
to reveal it ^ it mas at this moment necelTary, and 
with tolerable fiironefs flic^began by laying, — 
Whaterer, Madam^ you may think, I afliire you 
— Here Mrs- Stavenell interrupted her, by telling 
her that £hc needed none of her alTuranccs ; that as 
(he had hitherto been fo cautious (he might fiill be 
fo ; and that flie deiired fhe would, as it would be 
very di&greeable- to her to be made a party in the 
affiiir. — After fuch a repulfe, had it been a topic 
Confiance wiflied to converfe on, it was impolSble 
to proceed : flie therefore reverted to that of the 
return home, and in ezprefs teons requeued that 
the nught be 'permitted to write that night to her 
mother.— To thit Mrs Stavenell did not appear 
very averfe, only bidding her confider how fflie 
would go, and advtling her \o de&re Sir Edward 
to fend fomcbody up to fetch her. Had the yield- 
ed to tlus, it vould have occafioned a 'delay of- fe<- 
veraldays; flie theref<n-e faidllie wiflied tofetout 
SI foon as flie could, and that if her aunt would 
fpare the maid-fervant who had waited on her, to 
-accompany her, ftie could go very fafcly Iji poft- 
chaifes. Mrs. Stavenell faid flie might do as flie 
liked, and Conftance determined to write immer 
distely, and to leave London in three days at fao 
ihefl. I 

She was going out of the room to put in exec4- 
tioQ what flie' bad propbfedi.wbeD at the Aaii^ 
head fhe met , Ix>nl Famford : ■ fuch an abrupt m- 
N 6 tranc 
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truce wu too ^miliar With hiar to farptw her f 
he fiopt hKtf and led her back : vexed at beiD^ 
fhut dilagreeabr)' detained, flte n»de muiy efibrca 
to get away ; but Mr*. Staivenoll laying (tie would 
faave time enough to write before the poft veor 
out, fite wai oUif ed to fit down and join in ths 
coBTerfafion>-~Do you knoir, my lo^d, faid her 
annt, that Conftance is gcung to run away from 
ui ?-~-{he*) refolred, and I can't prcTmit it.— 
What hemirphere, replied bit lonHbip ridiculvuflyT' ' 
don Mifi Fitxarthur purpofe illuminating i it 
mil be a Lajdand winter with us till file rctunu. 
, —Were your lord{hip's queAioa, fwd fUe, ftripped 
ofiti poedcal ornamentt, it might I fuf^fcbe an- 
fwered by my faying 1 am going home.^ — My dear 
M«dani> returned X^rd Farnfbrd, from your grif 
nty, I fhnuld, had i not been better informed^ 
hare concluded that your journey wat not per* 
ftiftly your own choice ; — but (ell roe how ean yott, 
\t fo cruel «« to leave us juft when London, it in' 
ka meiidian glory. — I leave towur faid Cooflance^ 
in hopei of better health in the country.— Better 
kralthl kfi lordflup repeated, why town, ia the 
«aly place iat yobng ladies to be welt in ;— yow 
■re rvnnJng away froo- advice ?*-wby you will &! 
iriib moping ia the couotry.— Rather, anfwered 
Ac, I fhall recover by it, for I am: now wholly 
VBfit to paitakfi of asy of Ad amufemcBi* ia Lod-- 
don.— Well, faid Lord Fimford, -d it ia relidved 
W^ Md fet.ya«.|idtast>ge, tt mgkt BM toba op. 
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poled t'^pny when Ao yaa go f — As Cooa ai I 
can, Conilance rvplfed^ the ilay is not yet fixed.-— 
Afterapaufc ef fonKfccDiidt, heaftcd her howfhe 
Went, and whether Ihe waited for any body to fetch 
her, OT parpofcd travcHing alone. 

Mtb. Slaveoetl told him what her ntece'i Icheme 
was, aod added that 0ie wiflieil he could jHVTail oo 
her to wait for better company. — Lord Famfonf 
a^inwas filent forfonte mements, aad then faid ; 
••Though I have found fmall eDCOttragnaent to 
' attempt prCTaiVm^ oa Mifs Fitzaithur, I was jufl 
ihinking of a plan which spears to me prefeiablB 
to her'i :— I intend fetting-out for the country my 
felf to^morroit, and as it is not above a moriuag** 
ride from my houfe to Marftoabury, if Mifi Fitx- 
arlhur would f«r once fb far honour mc m W truft 
aw, I woold undertake to condi>d bcr fafe koiM^ 
—Mrs. Stavendl appeared to like the ftxtpofti^ 
but Conftance iismcdiately, with thanks for the in- 
tended kindncfs, rejeAed it ; fhe faid Qk could not 
poffibly get ready far fuch a journey by the nexl 
day, nor couU ihe think of going withottt preparing 
Kr Edward and Lady Barbara for feeing her. — Th« 
firfl ol^eftion wat rendered of no force by Mn. 
StaveoeU undertaking that flic fhould be ready } 
the other Lord Fftmfbrd.ftimu»iatcd, by promifing 
to fead a ferrant before them to Marfionbury ; bar 
GonftaocK who'hadi better rcatei tfaan.tbeft fat nv 
fikfii^, waa nfbdm ia dScUaiag tho cirilHy: flte 
how )mU to wkM {oimtmaam Ak inigbtb«e» 
. pofcd 

■ Coujlo 



378 CONStANCE: 

pofed wlien opportunity fo farourcd hira, and bad 
becD too often irritated by his prefumption, to be 
beholden to him for hi« proteftion. — I fee, faJd 
he, Mtfi FiizarthBt'* reafon . for objecting to my 
propofal Ihe iniaginM that, without her, 1 ihould 
travel alone, and &e has no confidence in me: fhe 
can fuiely have no fears when 1 tell her my fifters 
will go with me ; we fliall be three only, and they 
will I am certain be very happy in having her 
company.— Mrs. Stavenell now juiHy obferred 
that fuch an opportunity was not to be oegle^' 
ed becaufe it might hurry her a little ; and her 
niece fati»iicd of her fecurity while ih the pre- 
fence of Lady Mana Peryton, no fonger refufed 
it : prelinunaries were immediately fettled, Lord 
Famfm-d's cartisge was to call her, and flie tura* 
cd her thoughts wholly to preparing for her de- 
parture. 



CHAP. XXXIL 
Gkoss Pouposes. 
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Qur reach, as the fummit of our wifhes ; elcTaoon 
extends our prufpeft, and, if any thing before us. 
appears defirable, we immediately purfue it : if we 
are obilgeii to confefs we have nothing; more to 
wifh for, we imbitter our happinefs by^ ^flediug 
that the fituation we hare quitied had- advantage* ' 
wanting to that we have attained. From this weak- 
ncfs of h^iDanicy ConiUnce was not exempt : in 
the morning flie had looked forward to her re- 
turn to Marfionbury as the fure and only meant 
of removing the oppreflion of her mind, and re- 
storing her native tranquillity ; and, now that her 
wiOi wail nearly accomplilbed, ihe could not think 
o£ leaving Mrs, Stavenell's houfe, and bidding 
adieu to the many pleafui:es flic had enjoyed there, 
without regret : (his, which flie thought childifh 
folly, file combated by confidering herielf as incor 
pable.ofany longer deriving pieafu re from.thoje 
objefb which had occafiooed it, and by the hope 
of again enjoying that felicity which flia imagined 
infeparable from a leftdcnce at her father'i ; there 
was however one ci re umllance which noprofpeft.of 
advantage to herfelf could enable her 10 think ob 
with any degree of complacence ; the moment waf 
at hand when fhc muit, if Que meant to live in to- 
lerable peace, tear from her heart all regard fqi) 
and all remembrance of Lord Cali^ne : flie was on 
the point of quitting turn .for ever, ,9nd in (itch x 
lieparation Ihe found tittle to co^ole her,.exce^ 
the -apf robadon of her coafcience — a confolatioo 
wbicli 
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wUcb we cannot wonder Qte iheti thought inadc 
quite to her ntCeStry of fupport. She pafled the 
Bigbl in the moll tumultuous perturbation, fome- 
timet endcarounDg to Arcogthen her miiid by re- 
tting on the propriety of the refolution fhe had 
taken, and at others linking with dread leflihe haif' 
too Ughtly fufpeftfd him i of thi> indeed there ap- 
peared very little reafon to be apprrhcnfire, what 
file had learned of Lord Calorne wai too weirat- 
fefted CO admit the badow of a doubt ; and, fup- 
pofing the Aory of bit inteifded marriage were 
folfe, yet any one circumfiance that Mils Orey 
buitie had communicated wat-fufficient to crimi- 
bate him : at length weaj^ with weighing poffi- 
bility againA probabiKty, add ho|nng, diat, what-' 
ever were Ac iffue, her intmiiona would juSiff' 
Her, flic determined fteadilf to perfeven, and wal 
much Mnfstted in thinking, that.the fpace between- . 
Her caiielu«Utig oaher journey and the tune for put^ 
•lag it is «z<cutioD was fo Jhort m entirely to liecure 
Iter frem any nee^Sity <rf bevfelf biddisg Lord Ca- 
hntc »h^ ferewell. 

BefeM flM left hat ohamber in ^te momiiig, dte 
fcHowiag note wat bfou^ to hsr : 
' < ftfifi Or^bontc prcfentf hw taott- tdfpe&fat 
''eflnpliaciM' to Mifi Fitzutlmf, and beg* flic 
* will' iKH' frtMblb'hcfAir to nftBti(» to Lord Ca- 
' lorae th« bttfin^ oa which flie ha^ the hOnout 
*'(rf cosTO^flg wiA hcFdbciwafoit&igfet agt>, an 
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* Ae learn't laA ugbt hu lordfliip-U dnrtly to bt 
■'married to Mifi Ecklew.' 

She now heartily rcjcMced in her hktag been ac- 
qufunted withthii maneemre of Lwd Calorne't 
before, ae the fiioclt waa much leiTened : flie felt it 
howerer; it renewed in ber iwnd tenfatiDtifl which 
had Blfiwfl ceafcd to harrafs her; but flw wm able te 
bear it, and it readered Icfi pamftil the idea of 
quitting him for ever : he was, tbt thought fo me- 
tamorpht^d, that any regard for him in bit pre- 
felit ftate was ioccmfiftetit with the fincere efteem 
flte cntenaised for him ^riiileflic believed him what 
&e would have him be ; "nd endeavouring ta 
' route her indignatioit at hit want of principle, ao4 
vher contempt of hb artful hypocrify, (he pnhapl 
too haffily concluded hcrhatredof him Qncere. 

The cbnfliift was yet ftveie, though (he was firm, 
but her fortitude had not undargone it'sWIterft* 
after breakfaft Am was cdled down to the parlour 
to a perfon whom Ihe had fent for TO pay a fmall - 
bill TO : this bufioefi was juft dirpalched, the pep- 
fon was grang, and both the hoafe d(Jor and that 
of the parlour were open, when Lord Calome en^ 
tered the hall, and allud if Jlie was within :■ the 
fervant faid— Yes — and before Cooftance could 
mufter the leaft particle of courage, his lordflup 
was in the parlour :— fhe turned pale, trembled 
from head fo foot, and was filent : — the fervant 
fet chairs and quitted the room : — ^Lord Calorno 
began — I fear — I ani very forry— paufed, and ap» 
peared 
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ftaztd mimoft equally embarralTed.— -CoBflaHce 
could no lunger fuppon herTelf HaQding, ifbe drop't 
inio a ehakf and he walked fi-om ber : — Ihe took 
the advantage of hi) buck being towards Iter, ta 
recall ber fcaitered leofn, take «ut her handker- 
chief, and afliiiBe fpme degree, of coirpi)fure i—^n 
a fewrecondebe feated himfelf oppoAte to her, and 
laid in a tone of calm fererity— I am afraid Mil* 
Fitzanhur, you think me very rude to trouble you 
with a TiGt after you had giren orders to be denied 
to me ; but I will rather rifque any thing than 
forego the laH fatis&fiion I «ipe^ frotn our ac- 
quaintance i— you have penetrtuian enough to ^- 
ceia a change in my bebaTiaur ; you cannot, I 
am fure be at a loft for the caufe, but I fee you 
affe£t to refent it. — I will not in<juir« which 
of ui bai the moft reafon to be offended'; I 
am hurt at your conduct, yet I bear you no ill- 
will, and though I muft reSgn all the hopes J once 
cheriflied, I will Aill be your friend, and, whh 
your permiflion your advifer.^What can have been 
the motive to your capricious change of conduct I 
cannot guefs : you have ruined my peace, but I 
will. not reproach you. 

Lord Calorne might have gone on till midnight 
without any interrupiion from his auditor : he faw 
her countenance alter, and the teat« ilart in her 
eyes, as ftic leaned with her hand under her cheek, 
and he ilopped< 

The 
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TKe agitation of her mibd ir^s-now (breed to finrf 
a remedy, and fhe ciieJ vebcmenily ; be theot 
lowering hU tone of roice, and comng to ber u 
if djfarmed of hii anger, tried to footbe tier.— 
I cannot bear you fliould be in tean, faid.be, all 
fhall be forgotten : perbapi I have been too blatnc^ 
fuficf mc only to coaiince yoti of your danger, 
and erery painful lemembraoce fhall be -oblitfr 
rated. 

Her Ipirit now rofe : whatever wn the hft, (he 
would not encourage hijn to believe he could at 
pleafure caufe or remove'her forrow, and angry at 
his attempts to confole her, Jhe. rofe, and turning 
from bim, faid— I know not what your loidfhip 
means by your reproaches, unlefs it u to prevent 
mine ; your language is unintelligible : but I can 
imderftaud enough to warn me to expc£t the greatefi 
danger where I thought myfclf the moil fecure>— 
I fee the precipice I fland on, and will immediately 
withdraw from it. — Thi^ replied Lord Calorne ia 
atl 1 wiib i you will then excite my admiration as 
much as you have done my pity : let atl that haa 
pafTed Ik buried in oblivion : and do not add to 
my many caufes of vexation that of feeing you 
unhappy. I own I came here with a refolution 
to take an eternal farewell of you, but I fhall now 
—However f afy, interrupted Conflanee, your lord- 
fhip may find ir to forget becaufe you do not cbufe 
to remember, it is an ability 1 cannot boaft : the 
fenfe of what has pafTed will* &■ long aa I live, re- 
main 
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auR oa my maai, md it it out of my power to 
cancel it ; I am sflumed, heartily afhamed of a 
weakncfi which you have bafely talcen adiantage 
•f.— Yon cannot fay, returned he, chat I bave 
taken advant^e of it : do not, tny dear madam, 
kt your fbrrow exceed in. caofc : I knew whatCTcr 
night dictate for a moiBcnt, a «cty fhort confider- 
•tion would aA ai it has done ; but, he continued, 
taking her band and fimling at her, you Ihall not 
1^ without p«nilhnient Sot what yeu have made 
me fuSer. It ii, Mif* ^jtzarthun in your power 
•0 make me fuch an atonunent as will anniiulatB 
jour error, an^ f«cfa an one at I fhall think all 
that gratimdc out do to cxprefi oUigatioD too Knle 
to ai^BOwledge. The load on my heart ii infu^ 
portable ; I have ten thoufand anTietiet which you 
«nly can remore : the whole confequence of my 
cooduA I wilt take on myfelf, find can brave ercry 
nitfartune excepting that ^ lofing yoa : will yoa 
confcnt to nftrry me immediately. 

Indignation at fuch unparatlelled effrontery 
came now (o Mils Fiisarthur'i aid, and gave her 
the courage flte winCed i ref^vering her hand Ihe 
replied — Your lordflup'a c^ioion of ine muft be flilt 
lovrer than- ever, if you could promife yourfclf fuc- 
cef( from a repetition of a propofai I have, for 
fuch good reafont rejcflod ; they were then Juch 
OS nothing could overcome, and they are flrength- 
ened ten-fold now ; that you may believe me fio- 
cere, I will tell you I have heard of your conocc- 
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tlon, anil of your bafe tfefiga to impoft on me 
and fiibjed me to contempt and ridicule ^— you 
muft think me very much my own eneiny if I 
cult after whiit I have learned, entertain a mo* 
meni's wilh for any farther interoiiirfe with you : 
the honour you once ofifered me is now an inlillt ; 
to fay I do not feel it, would be pretewting; to a 
degree of fortitude which I hare not ; but I hare 
enough to warrant my faying, that aa llMpe for 
mercy, none of 'your artful entreaties (hall prevail 
on me : yoyi hare ufed me moll contenlptuoully, 
and I am not ' fo blinded as noi to fee k.— Good 
God! ftii Lord Calorne, what do you mean? 
2 dcsy that I erer «ifhed to ntipofc on you-^al 
jwn not fhunned me, and refufed t» lee me, 70a 
Should hare known evatf paiticutar of my Gtu^ 
tion, and to what extremities I am driven >— mj 
connetSion, as you call it, I would befoR now have 
inforiUed yo« of^ and have many times rcfblired to 
do it, but hare always been deterred by an idea 
that, if your regard fix- me was fnch as withow 
Jtrefumptioii I may fay it ought to hare beciH 
you would be hurt at hearii^ of ii ; and 
creduloufly beliering you had a very rdiiud fenli: 
of honour,' I feared you would, while it exilled 
Hill refufe me : — to fpare what I then tlmuglK 
would be botb to you and myfelf a very diftreffing 
fcene^ and hoping that 1 nugbt be ^le to dHen- 
tangle myfeff, I was filwt. fiut Ikow ill» MiJa 
Fitzatthur, does ttds ezceBive refimtment become 
you! 
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jrou ! how ill dod it fort with the eocouragemenr, 
the very flattering encouragement you. hare given 
■le, and with the fentiments you have exprefled ! 
I mull attribute your anger to toy net having made 
ule of the advantage you offered me ; but ardently 
as I love you, I would rather bid you adieu for 
ever than violate the Mtb your family have in 
me— you are my fiiend'i, my hofpitable benefaflor's 
daughter, and how could I ever dare to call him 
fohad I perfidy enough to employ, as many would 
have done, the power you gave me ? 

And can you, faid Conftance, almofi choaked 
with contending paffioni, can you, bafe Lord Ca- 
lonie, upbraid mc with my affection for you ?— tan 
you pretend to defpife me for it ? or will you dare 
I o> &y that anyone of my actions waj not war- 
ranted by the engagement between us ? — had I 
contented to the ft'andaloua marriage you fo urged, 
you might have blamed me : how could I tfacB 
have borne your teproaiAes and tliofe of my con- 
science ? and what realbn have I to thank Heaven 
.that preferved roe from your fnare ! let me Aand 
as a warning to the credulous ;— all arts were 
ufed to engage my affe^on, and I am not only 
defpiftd lecretly for theu fuCce&, but c^nly up- 
bruded with it, ' ... 

The iaconfiftency of your conduft, replied Lord 

Catornc, Aflonilhei me, and I know not what to 

icfotve on.— I love you— you know I do j all you 

do cannot prevent it: I would do any thing to 

prcfervc 
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^eferve your peace of miad, tell me how Hull I 
bell do tlu3 !— By leaving me, die anfwered ; I 
icora jrour hypocritical overtures, and pretended 
■regard : you have given additional ftrength to my 
rcTolution, and enabled me to tell you this is tbs 
laA time I ihall fee you,— I acknowledge, and make 
what advantage you can of it, that on your ac- 
■count I have fuffered greatly — it has coft me muck 
paint to root out an afl'eftion which had its fouo* 
Nation in the JioccreA eAeem ; but I have done it, 
and (lull quit London, and 1 hope all remenv- 
brance of your jordAiip, together :- 1 have neither 
Ifiirits nor time for farther ufelefs aliercaiion; I 
have fome dircflions to give before I leave towq, 
and I ezpefl the carriage prefenily. Saying thefe 
■words, and fearing her own ability to Hand a 
longer trial, flie was pafliug Lord Calornc, when ' 
he ftopping her, aJkcd her if Ihe was really going. 
—Really, (he replied — Whither f he alked.— 
Home, Qie. anfwered, and a* Qte lud fo, Lord 
Famford'a coa«:h cqme to the door,— You are not 
going in that carriage ? faid.tfe; it.ii Lord Fara- 
ford's— -you arc net furely going with him ?— It ii 
not of any Importance to your lordihip, ihe replied, 
again attempting'to pafs him, how or with whom 
I am going. — It a of importance, to ■ me, he 
returned warmly ; . Mifa Fitzarthur you mujl 
not, you (hall not go : you rneam to puni(b me 
to the extreme — more than I can bear:— you 
mufl not leave me : — forgive what is paft, at 
I do— do not go— I (hall l«f< every fupport.— 

J wit 
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1 will forgive )rou, aofnered Conftance, tendemert 
for » inoiBent pre^otniaadtig, but I mud go, you 
Itave forced me to it, and J cannot, I nitl not 
retraA. — Let me then follow you, (aid Lord Ca- 
lorne.— Oa do conCderation, ftie leplied, I trill not 
fee you if you do.— May I wrice to you ? tie~ 
tfad.— She aafwered— No.— This ii ioju^cc^ 
faid he : ixSer me to write to you and I will ex- 
plain every thing,-— I pofitiyely will not, the re- 
-tumed ; jrour lordfhip fliatl not find me through 
Yhe whole of ray charafler, the flexible dupe you 
haK thought tne : you may cxpei^ if you chute 
<o wiite to me, to hare your letten returned un- 
opened. 

At this mlhitt CoDftance was relieved by a mef- 
Eije from Lord Famford and his fiftert, jelling hei 
they waited for her, fhe Cent word fhe was comiit; 
immediately, Uiid would have followed the fcmtot ; 

"but Ix>rd Calome fliuKing the door, Mid fettjng 
iil foot againft it, laid — And you are really going, 
and forlrid all cemmanication between us ? yo^ir 

* refeBtracat in my opinion far exceeds the-offence, 
and muft have fome other founda^on ; remember, 

' Mifi fitzarthur, we meet now for the laft time; And 
kt UB take care ffaat we have no caufo to repioadi 

'ourfelves : can you, do youthink, in your cooler 
moments jufiify to yourfelf the ftep you are now 
about to take ? c3n you tbtnk It proper to truftto 
the protefQon of a man whom you have frequently 
declared onwoilliy of all confidence ? you will re- 
pent 



I. Coo^^lc 



Jt so TEL. 189 

peat It, believe mc :— let me entreat you not to go; 
or, ifyouwillgo, not to go wiih Aim.— Whatever 
Lord Famford may be, flie replied, he has no hy- 
jwcrify : I will venture.— Then I know the caufc 
of your feverity to^ me, fmd Lord Calome ;— you 
threatened me, and you have carried your threat 
into execution ; — but remember the promife you ' 
have given me— you arc mine, you cannot give 
yourfelf to another.— I cannot ftay, Conihncc an- 
fwered, to hear your reproaches.— Then go, re- 
joined hia Lordlliip : all I allc is one hour's reflec- 
tion on yow' conduA towards me when you arrive at 
MarIlonbury-7-you will then, perhaps, think you 
have ufed me very ill. 

. The converfation ended before either pf the par- 
ties was aware that they perfectly mirund^Dood each 
other : her heart was too full for reply, and {he 
was fcarcely berfelf when Lord Faraford came in 
to fetch her.: lie addrelTed Lord Calorne with an 
«r of faucy triumph, and very familiarly urged her , 
to get ready : fhe made a painful effort, went out 
of the room, and heard Lord Calome go away in- 
ftantly. To avoid the inquiries of curiofity, which 
her appearance would have excited, flw Vent tti 
her chamber and eDdeaVoured. to coropofe her fea* 
tures, but this was not ealily to be done; and ob^ 
liged to yield to the commotions within, which 
were occafioned by various railiiating paffions, flie 
fat down and cried j ^ter wluch regale flie gave 
fomc incoherent orders to her maid, and then went 
Vol. L O to 
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10 the compaoy, who fhc fooa fbuad wcrr apprifnt 
of the Tifitor file hsut had. 

Her BUM, when flic had bid her adieu, Wrongly 
iBTtted her to a fecond refidence with heri to which. 
Confiance could return no other anfwer than thanks 
and tears : flic repented too fincerely having ever 
quitted her native home to engage to do To again, 
wad though ifac was br from concluiKng the world 
in general bad, (he could not think an acquain- 
tance widi it defirable, nor that the baring gained 
experience wai lb advantageous, as the hanng 
been deceived wat cruel. 

Hope had beckoned her, curiofitjr had impelled 
her, and peace had accompanied her to London i , 
the was now chafed from it by defpair apd difap« 
pointment, and tbe place of her fair tutelary was 
ufurped by the jarring trio regret, forrow and dif- 
content, inlieod of the tranquil, elaftic, bounding 
heart fhe had brought with her, fhe carried back 
pne made flaccid hy feufibility,. irriuted by con- 
fliA, and ahnoll fevered in attaining a branch of 
knowledge wtuch flie wouU gladly have been with- 
out, and the convi^oo that there is no foim which 
vice cannot afiume for tfae purpofe of decepiion, 
no reliances to be placed on cxtcraal i^^pearancn 
of Ti«ue. 



EKC or THE FIKST VOLQHEi 



THE Author From a conjunftioa of circumftaacei, 
being neccHitaud torefer the corrcflion of the prels to a 
perTon, in the opinioa of wbofe care fhe wat deceived, 
[hinka hcrfelf obliged to afologiie for theerrors that haVe 
crept inKi the work. She therefore begs her reader* to 
accept her etcufe and apply to the errata prefixed to each 
Toluine. 

ERRATA, VOL. I; 
Preface for iBorirJB J r. ianaxiem, ingenumu r.titgeniau*, 
F. 8,1. i8, for/^'ir.^'j, p. 1 8, 1. ti,Ae\e»f,f. 14,1. ii, 
forrwfli t. ■were,f. 42, I. 7, after thofe \D&n might make, 
p. 6;, t. 17, for u read no, p, 78,!. 14, for roai r. ron-j, 1. 
il,ioi overgroion V. osigrown, p. Si, 1. 17, after if infert 
Ma, p. 94, 1. >c,for fiW read/Wff, p. 99, t. 7, dtle in, 
p.105, !. II, toT mtritiian r. meriditm, p, 112, 1. 10, for 
^ir. he,^. 119, 1. 14, for convey r. cowosy,^. 131,1. 11, 
for war r. viere, p. 170, 1. 17, after MMinfert to, p.- 172, 
1. J7,"deleef, p. loi.laftl. for/a(r._/>/,p. 114,1. 10, fol! 
a, r. her, p. 115,!. 11, fori/ r. /ir, p. 137,1. u, lor f re- 
fcnimat r. fr/fcniimeal,p. 138, t. 15, for or read ob</, I. 
HiiocfufpiciQuJly T.paTliciilarIy,'p. 151, I. zi,foriiihat 
I. atfcriifuloujly, 1, 19, after doubt, infert win/, p. 161, 
1.7, for aj r.Bite, p. 163,1. j.,{or ch/ety t.^i>utly, p. z-jbi 
1. 1, ioxfamliarx. ufual. 
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